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SATGON~=A high=ranlkcing imericen official om e faot~finding
misgion m from Vashingtom was recently eating dimmer with &
Vieinsmese couple, both staunchily anti Communist, who were decrying
the marked detorioration of the imternal political situation.

The American wﬁo&al asked if they were not encouraged
wafter rocent SENTa events,” mes ming the bombing of North
Vil;ztzxmsa mwm ry instellations. The Vietnamese wife ochipped
o Mt mmlp&ﬁ“mmxmumpmw

The Vietnamese husband m@mm, "Oh,y mm“yhn the
aggreasion against North Viet Namgn

The imerican official was flabbergasted at Wﬁe&m Mw which
inliosted how ilensfifmutmtien mich more worried sbout Saigom
politics then they were re-assured by the bombing of North Viet Home.
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Fory the bombing ralds ogeirat Hopdh Vietnem—inoinding. the
largent one this veskeeoune paraiorically when the inbternsl
rolitical situation 47 % potentially ripe for mye nesotdnted
settlonont, '
In sherty, o= es the imerics wmilitery posit posture
parallel groving mofter leaning tows »ds dovish neuwtralist nottlenent.
stmoo the firi reteliatory hoabing of North Viet New em Febwary . §
1. The uminpelsd wise of the militews Duddhint Institute, whioh
hes become a moat imoivt Irpovtant politicsl foroe in tho ooumtrye
seeond only to the Viet Cong gimwe Commudst politicel mechinew—ond theis
Gl WErtetn 3 erpost Do yosepicti I
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Vietnomese ﬁtap mmmwmmm The fear is this tssue could
in time cmuwse the collopes of the Vielnamese smmed feoroes and sovernnents

2 1t lenat omo cuartor of the mindsters in the now governnent
formod February ' are considerod "Buddh st mimstera® snothor
one=cuartor are considured ¥ pro~Fremch, 1f not french agents; the
reneining holf ave considered mmmummwmmm
over to fill o Coin Cabinot.they sve o dored wosk: peresnslities
who would easily bend under prevailing pelitiesl pressure fyom

s rnites faotionse | laaszﬁmkmn the Budduiste
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4o The anti-Commmist SwEsEs e fable of the Vietnsmese sooloty
end goverament eve in diservey. ihe Cetholics, thexmmmies usuelly
enti~Communist in vimm ara dif divided msong themselves snd ave
disoredited since the February 19th coup attempts The Mmericans
i officiels im Seigom ave genernlly = discredited by Dotk the
left-winge fection vho hold ‘the VRITEITEHIes resvonside for the
Februcry 19%h coup attempt, and by the right~ring fection who foel
Uni ted Stotes policymnskers heve made e gomeral menn of HMiFmpe the
politionl situntion, hemse & Jeopariising the onti-Comumminst war
eiforts The most important operative elomentethe amued TOrcos=-are

mffering from high desertion ratesi the feer i thet a “push for

pease” might ceuse ite collapsse the first time, officers of as
low & rark ng capiein sre attempiing to send theiy families o Franoe.

(tiowe)
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liencey  there are two distinot tremisemiiiterdy militevily
mwwmmwmmmeamwmm
the wor by the intwoduotion of South Koresm troopse

Mt a second trend i for WEEME fover and fewer anti-Comms
to do loss and loss sbout the Commmint politionl subversionwshich is
mmawmum-m'&mmwmmzﬁmmm

These two tremds eve conciderad contredictorye-if Vashinetom
polisgmokars intend to prosecute the total war for vietory. But the
two trends ure considered to be inm parallel if “mohinzton interds to
nosotiniowstho touph militawy stence would be oonasidorod mwkw
¢hvo imorican an sppavent militery victory, but the Commmists would
bo sdnitted dmbo a coalition movernmentesvhioh would be the prelide to
neutralisation and yeors later to a communist tekeover,

(¥oxe)
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"1t is & principle imuhld tha‘%;ﬁlw hotter the
milite.y wap, the more the Communists will push tégéouﬁaax
subversivesy” seid one coumter-guerrilla expert.
Host forelgn diplomats here comeider the bmbing oﬁf Horth Viet Nem
a% bust e half=solution to the total problems of Viet Hwﬁg\ A Tow consider
tho bembing reide have only created o second probloms |
Hoemveyy ;:1:; possinisis among fmim diplomats mﬂ m:»mmz‘a
here consider the anti~Communigt war loﬁt. The optimiate belie\m the
trends coan still be reversede~~with o great deal of lucke.

The smomdmm question among the pessimists is vhether Americen

'«.\\.&

troops will be graciously invited to »ithirawm—-0r will de "chugged mri‘:«’f.,
Their feer is the Commumiste in the provinces--onid the Buddhists
in Soigen 2nd the major citioe--will begim sirecet demonsirotions
demending peace=-at any m prices They argue bombing of Yorth
Vietnam ic now incidentals Americen policymokersy 4f they intend to
kold in south Viet Namyg @ rmet declde to send im Zmericen combat

troopse

(wore)
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backen wp boownns of the tones politissl olimete, mmmw

snd vho are our ensmies’™ mm%ﬂmwwm
pendorods I have to ask myself that Mﬁmm:mm
dimer invitntionn,”
. In incvesving matber of the =jot sot of Saigon® have beogum
to play both the am pro-imerioamwwand tho prowneutzolint lina., These
middle and urper-olass slements heve for yosrs, im » limited scopo,
eided with the Viet Cong by poyisig taxes. Put thin tock the form
comwotiontss Howuver, howsver , an inoressing mmber ave politieally
aiding these rroe-Commmist crpro~moutrnlist elemonts by sipning
prowCononmist ponce petitions, by sproading em snti=imeriosn 1inge
“Tt 1o & time whenm each Vietnmmess has two feot and two faces,”
sxplained one depressed Vietnwmese housendive
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