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| SATGON, Apﬁl 26~=Hanoi's acceptance to staﬁ'(?zaming e
produced & second political bombshell in South Vietha Vietnam, its second
in four dayse , " o

saigon is electric with emotional, frenzied talk of peaee,‘i
coalition government, an American withdrawal, wild speculation of wl:at
will happen next--and the reaction 3% to all of this vee is varied and Q'

mixed @' among the different elements of the Vjetn=mese population.
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‘Buty Henoi's acceptance wes only a baby bombshell compared to
President Johnsonts speech four days ago outlining his d- de-esscalation
poliey on bombing North Vietnam and his refusel to accept Ex 2 seoond
torvs as president, i

S¢ill, the saigon govermment, behind closed doors, and
Vietnamese politieal sophisticates were clearly surprised by Henoi's

early acceptance,
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Only four hours before the Hanoi Radio broadoast its government's
answer %o President Johnson, the Saigon government was known to be
continuing mapping out its plans for a general mobilization, o¢alling
up all men into military service between the ages of 18 and 33,

The Hanol announcement did little to alleviate the "state of depressionk"
B President W@y Nguyen Van Thieu was known to have fallen into since

the @ imerican Bubassy notified two days before President Johnson's
speech of the Mmerican INTTIETHmMt initiative towards peace talks,

N », did the Hanol acceptance aelm Vice President Nguyen Cao Ky

who rescted to President Johnson's peace move by "scaling the &

walls in a rage anﬁ cursing the Americans for deserting the Vietnamese,"

informed sources reports
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5 Q'ha imerican cmm.ttr»did not seem to have eany set expectations
of Hanol would reply to the Johnson peace offer, and 855 many Americans
were still stepping out of their dase from President Johnson's
specoh ~EETRSETRENNRE Monday morning herc, MNEISERRSRSSNGRINTI

"Byerything hils o:
swinging sround in circles," one source cxplained.

Cleaply thoughy; the Hanci acceptance intenaified the
long-hold fesrs of Mmerfomn i S tolks with North Vietnan
“\ /
would teke on ap prolonged, agonizing form of Panmunjon during the Korea

war--and thet the bitterest, bloodiest fighting lay shead,

==more reuter
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., e B politioally-infomed Vietnumese sophisticates,
howevmt,d Henoi to flat-out rejeet the President's offer;
"Hanoi wants 100 per ocent bombing cessation, and won's talk until they
get it," one source expleined.
saigonese throughéut last night ITEVOMEd owitohed their
redio dials between VOA, BBC, Radio Henoi, Radio Peking, Moscow and

Liberation Raﬁis;gg;ﬁ 753

dissected every word of the Hanoi Radio
communique P answering President Johnvm, and two divergent roTeeTSE;
interpretations resultss Hanoi did not say anything about South Vietnzm
Vijetnom—~and so the war will continue hcro, and its opposite argumentdy
ﬁ Henoi's 888 acoeptance to talk about anything is SfPHNESSS
prelude to settling the a war in the South,

~Cmore reuter
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R R TR R
since President Johnson's Monday speech, Saigon has been buzzing
saigonese, including ministers within the government, has been buzzing

vd.ih the possibility of a coalition government, but the scales were
tipped when Hanoi accepted to beginm talki_ng,

President Johnson's omitting President Thieu from the roll of
smerdcan dTgna digns dignitaries during his offioial visit to Honolulu
was considered a "orude" diplomatic move, ag one which indicated to

the Vietnamese that “BJ“R‘WY\%“ the Thieu government was
nex & it might be willing to

makening and that

meet Hanoits, fvigua condition of accepting the National ub.rwtion
\&J
Pront into a Wew Saigon governmente

==smore rouler
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As the news of Hanci's decision came over radios in Saigon, one
maid working for an American officials exclaimeds "PFini Desslestmem -
boom, boam; verys very goods <1 have three brothers in Vietnamese
armys ;

At the working level, another Vietnemese laborer explaineds
through® an interpreter, *"Ip peace comes, it veelide would be a wonderful
thing. I+have-an nephew who is about to be ®¥a drafted, and I'm
trying to buy him into a safe positiony in a non-combat unit, e
soFERENT.. Ve tried to get him into the Vietnamese Navy, but they
already have too many volunteers. I've arranged to buy him & job at the
ordnance depot in Vung Tau, It will cost me 40,000 piastres (8$400)

to give to the majore—-and unfo&‘tmtaly, my nephew mys must hi@E™TTom
thEornrt evade the police for another month before he can go there,
Frenkly, it's muoh better to raise chéelem chickens than to rawres
reise childrens We can sell chickens for 100 [ piastres, bdut
children only cost us money—and if we're lucky we only get back the

[,

dead body from the dattlefield. It would be good to have peaces

==more I'Wtﬂﬁ‘.
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At the other end of the economic spectrum, the upper-ocrust
indalleg intellectunls began with the Communiet Tet offensiwe-making
up their minds about how to get out of the country and how they would
do ite They thought they hed times the Hanoi acceptance today
told them didn'ts Some are trying to buy Cpinese Nationalist
passports, seelling under the table for 300,000 riastres~~$3000,
a sizesble sum of money in Vietnam, Others are attempting to bduy
Laotian pfasa:paﬂs, less expensive, ranging l‘romm‘t $1000 to _$2000,
depdiiing on/ﬂsm’a{tione.
¥hile the black market rate on the American dollar has remmined
stable, the rate of Frenoh fremo, a W has jumped
from 36 to 45 plastres per £rs jouv new frange on the black markets
These wWould be the rich, French-cducated Vietnamese who sought to
leave for France, which is the most likely escape hatoh for Vietnamese
with French leanings and connections. Ironically, a number o! French
women and éhild.m have during past weeks also bcm\t:-&::g V;;?nam,
lesving behind their husbands to maintain their plantations and economic

interestsa, \tJ
Pl 4
Other Vietnamese are arranging to be wlod. to Cambodia, and/fry t6

buy ? Cembodian passports, reliable sources reporte.

=more reuter
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A Vietnzmese bax~girl, who had made a fortune off the American
wﬁmtary buildup, began buying diamonds whioh she could sell once
she got to France. "AG;;; meresd with a Frensh husband asked
me a week ago to go to France with .:’sheﬁidmmﬁisgoingtobo’a
coalition government and you and I can*t live under thems When
I heard Redio Hanoi last night, I decided to go with her and #R1

' el bond, |
take my three chil

It was not uncommon to find nixef. contradictory emotions within

one Titn&mese individuale
Preuoas sy
A 44-yeor-ol d Vietnanese businoaman, mw the

Vietnamese army 15 years mﬂ. now Med 'hoing rooalm under Thieuts
upcoming general nobinmt&m nhm pondereds TTEHUPEENFSECTY

"« 1%m glad Hanoi is going to talk, so I don*y get oalled up. But, then
the Americans @ag might agree to a settlement and in the long renge,
South Vietnam will have a coalition government, which the Communists

will dominate."
==more reuter
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In 2 business office in Saigon, a Tlo smell #8 knot of
importers, who had profited from the war, discussed the Hanoi
55333-g:§3u communique, e

A 40 year old explaineds "In general, we should be proud of the

 Communist Vietnzmeses Not only has the United 3tat§;ﬂéuffersd.a
defeat——~because the Americans were supposed to win this war militarily
at any cost and they heve failed, Unfortunately, ?II!I‘ regret
these Vietnamese countrymen are Communist and we can not live with them,
I fled ) the Communists once—in 1954 from North Vietnsm and I dont't

i
know what I'1l do this times

- mmmore reuter
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A businesswoman joined the conversa=tions "Look its If the
Anerioana agree to negotiate, we are finishadmoomp‘mmpletaly
lonts I'm afraid my children will be dumped into a Communigst
dye~bath and come out rosy or reds Children are just{}%k: new
white cloth and their (political) at‘.u9 colors can be dieds But,

I'm sure it won't do the Communists any good to try to dye us older
personﬂz:yare're already c;;;:zlaoloreﬁo

Anoh Another businessmen explaineds * anyway since Tet,
we haven't becn doing & good business, Purchasing power has dropped
by 97 per cent and the inflation is getting woisao Maybe with peaoe

‘
we will have some kind of order instead of this cheos.

ssmore reuter
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A Vietnamese army officers "I'm afraid Bami’é. agcep tance
w11l meke my job much harders It¥3will be more difficult to control
the troops--and there is going to be more fighting ahead of us.

But why should be Vietnamese troopers want to fight hard--and risk
being killed the last minute before pesoe.” e e
A Vietnamese neabar of the National Assemblys "I don*t
have to worry ’coo much, The Communists are siwk smart enough not too
bed too tough ou the hot-tempered South antmasa. my need our
sooperations And we still have more military atmth than they dos
If thgy nmk:e conoessions, they'll have the cooperation of the
‘me soldiers and politieisns, who will accommodate with thems
But, 4if they're too tought, the anti~Communists will fight badk,

Another assemblyman added: "The Americans are generous people

and they won't abandon us without meking a deal with the Communists

not to assassinate the anti-Communists. But, in general it is very sad
%o end the war by negotiatidns--the Vjetnsmese government & is just now

ready to fight=-but 1% is not ready to negotiate at all."

= smore reuter
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One Vietnemese woman, with two sons in the Vietnamese army
and a third to be called up, oancelled her decision to out her hair
_and beéoma 2 Buddhist nun when she heard of Hanoi's acceptance, "‘;eaoe
is elways good 'she said 'and war is elways destructive.

One rich Chinese businessman bought a pet shepherd puppy
ae an additional pets He warned a fellow Saigon playboys "If a
ooalitiongl government is formed, you won't have a chance to fool around
any more, You'll have to get to worke to help the soeiety heal the

So you should live it up now that the war is going on,

The playboy respondeds “Yes, it's too bad Vietnam doesn*t have ‘
a big island like Formosas But, we have only Phu Quoc { island, which
is too little for the million Vietnamese who want to flee here. DBesides,
the Cambodians are already claiming they own Phu Quoo."

in elderly womens If peace comes back to Vietnam, ‘there won't

F
be so many imeil Americans or so mény cars., I can go baok\tg/atgg opountryside
and be buried properly when I die, Not like the war viotims who are buried

without coffina."
==gnditreuter
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