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(Morgon Gandy)

SATIGON, 14200, (UPIS)=An orderly Buddhist "victory moreh®
with thousends of their youth, old women and @ faithful goily
waving cﬁ&x colorful banners along the streets of Saigon
Thursday night merked the beginning of the end of ‘@

Prime Minister Nguyen Coo Ky's military re;s_ﬁ.me.

The Buddhist "victory march", which RS als:i EJEX impressive

Ky government to hold elections for aye comstitutionsl assembly

“within three to five months.™ At best, Prime Minisier Ky and

the n@‘ ruling ten-man militery jumta will survive as aye
el

careteker govermment that lmg,\fm’ﬁderate Buddhist leadems

accepted this major concessions But, leaders of the more militant
Buddhist wing are known to @ advocate the toppliizig of the

Ky regime and ¥ installing aye civilian govermment vhich would

act as aye caretaker to supervise the elections,

(More—ililler=-BD)



first sdd=-morgen gandy--gaigon x x x the elections x x %

~ gonsidere
The happy Buddhist march was lcro/a,ye vj.ctory for

President Lyndom Johnsone
At the Honolulu Conference last Februery, President Johnsom

reportedly pressed Prime Minister Ky to hoibd elggg:;)ons 311 Vietng.m

i N, hAad L i = / e %-
m: a5 soom 28 possibles/ Vi etn amege povefnmem sources

re-armnge&e ]
aye political &% ; mthin the s«:uth which would in the future

@. include the Gommunist Liberation Front in the governmmente
Prime Winister Ky reportedly resisted President Johnsonts

Sy |

wﬁ suggestion-="itts not aye question of my vovemnent, it's aye
question of my countryy he later szid——but Thursdsy the Buddhist
vietory ﬁ march indicated he had lost the battle, after aye

mﬁw turbulent, violent five wecks of political turmoill

(More—liller—BD)



second add--morgan gandy---soigon X X x political turmoil x x x.

"Thig declsion today (for aye constitutional esssembly)
marks the bé@.nniﬁg of President Johmson's poker geme with
the Communists,™ one anti-Commumist diplomatic source explained.
“In &gtr deference to @your President, ma y I say he
forgot the Communist deck o@m has only wild aces and joke:rs
in it——and no one can predict anything.

"Who will win i the most seats

in the coming election? The fatholics? No, they have only
ten percent of the populatione The Vietnamese army, vwihich is the
uost @g :::oheszve anti-Communist force? No, they me’t even
be on the Y@‘b baldots The majority of the assembly will be
iilled with Buddhists{\} (_\%g;a:i;m elements: ;md cryplo~-Communists, alll
of whom pretend tc be N zmti«-&ommst/ for the time being."
The militent wing of ithe Buddhist politico-religious orgenizatiom

has long been considered to be pemetrated by prec-lommunist sympathizers

oxr agentae
(Wore=-Hiller-—TD)



third sdd=-morgan gondy-—salgon XX X oragents x x %

Tre—eonmaiituent—riseembiap—

The amembly; %o be elected, would be charged with the
responsibility of drafting and approving aye national constitutions
Ey had :f'ra\ngeé. \the constitution approved by aye referendum; but the
Buddh?%;:if&‘ﬂ%tr/ptmt.

Acoording to Chief of State Generdl Nguyen Van Thieu, in aye
decree signed this morning, this assembly would be established
within three to five months and "‘@ "through universal; direct and
secret balloting all over the territory of the Republic of Vietname"

Aye sirict interpretation of this provision would mean that
even the Communists and %‘\— pro-Communist elements would be given
the right to votes - alseo +that the election would be held notrptnot

only in govermment-controlled arcasy, bdut also in "contested" or

@ insecure areag.)

(More—i1iller—=BD)
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{i}’; LineATeD

Tue slectoral procedures, however, a&are o -SovommEred later

by snother decree laws
The Buldhist loadavship-—at least today Taur sday--considered

out notrpinot totel -

the concessions by Prime linistex Ky aye mager ;viwtory by meeting

3]

their four initisl demands moade at aye preass conference on ilarch
twelve, two days aftex the oustexr of I‘E%. bieuts Gen. Nguyen
Chnrly Thi as commander of the five northeryp, Buldhl gt-dominated
pTOV incess

Theso demsnds weres

1. All the militery generals who cgmtribute& to the
vevolution should be re-integraved inte militery positions, e

RS
Xy made aye pertial comcession On. MOint by mam

naming Licut. Gend Ton That Pinh as a fé replacenent tc @usted

General Thi, @ General Diulk, and other ex—gener

Buddhists s;up;crtjcompogeﬁ the Firet military junta in Novembewm,

ineteen sixty three, but were T s latex purged by
Genersl Neuyen Khanh om chenges of being pro-nsuirallst and

pro~-Frencis



Tifth sdd--morgan gandy--saigon X X x or pro-French X x x.

2« The military genersls should return to m purely military
positions, Currently, +ihe ten-man ryuling junta is the political
base of the regﬁmg—~@ith the powver to form future governnmenis.

But, after the election of the Constitiocnal Assembly in three to five
months, the Vietnamese armed forces would withdraw from the political

aggﬁ arense Diplomatic sources believe that once the

= ——— A
¥% power vacuum would result im which stwewessiefe Communis$ m subversive

manouverings become more widespread.

3+ ‘The mein Buddhist demand~-for am elected assembly-—

Ky and the military

juntos

4e To Tealize in aye hurryy the promises {0 carry out aye
revolution, particularly aye social revolution relating to the
living of the mass of the people. This vague Buddhist demand
was slready the basis of Ky's government progrem outlined at the

Honolulu Qonference,

(More~-¥iiller——iD})
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e Buddhist vietory today e (Thursdny) is notrpinot aye

solution 4o the problem," one informed American source explained.
Y = -rﬁi_!'p_ P !:__'V

.

the Constitutional Assembly is élected.™

(Endsi t=Mmrmesz Miller—TD)
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