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TAN é;% BUU, SOUTH VIET NAM--Only ten miles from Saigon's

gleaming white Presidential Palace last week, a Viet Cong Communist
unit momentarily adopted Korecan War—styled tactics of a miniature
invasion instead of fellowing their usual elusive guerrilla tactics.

The Viet Cong unit, part of the fivelhumdred-men reinforced

battalien,; seamnered across the rice~paddy dikes 5;§;¥§éonly
fivehunired feet from this small outpost, carefully dug dozens of

foxholes, moved into their frontline positiom lethal Americanmcaptured

wSTrﬁi mme recoilles rifles and .75 mms Chinese Communist reccoiless
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A government local militia squpd, seeing the TViet Cong

moving across the fields, fled into the outpost«-and 3¥§ landowner'
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M French-styled villa,~- only minutes before &n onslaught of
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shelling, which tore grest gaps into" American—-gupplied bafbed wire
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fences, ripped the fxu:tx through the fﬁbﬁi concrete wall and smashed

into the front door.



deepe

outpost~-2

jens 11, 1965

inuvtes loter, the Viet Cong troopers sneaked through the
holeg in the wall, sending the government company and local #%% defenders
)

"retres ?¢L5 1n blood,™ as om of them explained. An American officer
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#e wes L ?1 ﬁ’ns er ¥ the 59##1lc semicircular foxholl near the front gate,
after epending four boxes of #& machinegun emmunition which fosci)

delayed the Viet Cong advances

>

An dmerican sergeant, one of the 20 wounded, escaped by
!

jumping into the river and hiding until the Vl@ﬁcong retreated
two hourg laters

Simultancously, other elements of the Viel fong reinforced
battalion launched Fawrr three other #mus diversionary attacks. More than
100 Viet Cong attacked another pacified hamlet north of Tan Buu,
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while ouAVr ’a%%u,gﬁeiffﬁﬁ%ﬁern out posts harassed with mertar fire

SulicTn outposts 5’/ the southy

artillery position in neighboring Binh Chanh district headquarters.

One round crashed through roof of thrygﬁstere district hesdguarters
and one explodrd outside National Pelice Headquarters where 10

distriot police officials barely escaped injury. Several landed only
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’ from ‘he green temporary hut of the five-man American a&ﬁgggry

district asdvisory team.
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"It was a very'?%iﬂ bold, very well coordinated plan,™
an American field advisor explained., "You can't help but admire it."
Before retreating from the Tan Buw outpost, +the Viet Cong
raided the premlses, stole all the woapons from the armory {an unknown

%, }‘vu »
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mmber)yY 5o much ammuniéion they could not paddle it all down the
;P‘{ 1‘
river-=snd éw““vthe E® Vietnamese company commender's boots and
uniforms, They captured four heavy weapons and enough rifles £ to

squip e new company; three Americam~supplied radios, which gives

them the capability of listening %o

radio = communications of govermment forces, oclassified documents

and even a govermment trooper's hammocke :
porters loaded the éé; loot om river rafts and paddled through the
pineapple fields, other members of the battalion bBeat on the doors
of the villagers=~"but we were too terrified to open the doory™ the
village barber explaineds

"The Viet Cong now has the same weapons thet we have," an

American advisor moaned after the attacks "It zppears we (the Americans)

are equipping both sides, but we are giving advice to only one
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Tho Tiet Cong attack, %k olesrly sudible in Saigon,
cont wesd€hb wealthy businessmen: m tossing im thelr beds, and the
following dey uwent Vietnamese % and Mmericen military commanders
adding ved dots (indicating Vied Oong attocks) +to thelr mops im
a 25~mile are mmﬁ. the ocapital oitye

Tho mmm, was mmia in ‘tha presumably pecified area
of the ot m‘ﬂe«:«gﬂ.a&il,mmm W (Cooperation) Plam, designed by
Gone William Cs Vestmoreland, m Gommaendey of the fmerican Militasxy
Agsietance Commond, end approved by Amerisan Secretary of Defence
Rohert Molamars last falls

Tue plany using Saigon as the center of the so~called
0il spot", oulls for the gradual cxpansion of govermnent authority
into the prrmbmrscemmr six provinces around Salgone

“There's no doubt in wy mm that the Viet Cong will
stteck us more and move in *ith avea,” one imerican advisor

explainede
“fhe Tiet Cong were very clever im M attadking

slusters of hamlets and outposts that were in different provinces and
distriots, Withim ome and half miles, our border here intorsects

the neighboring province in six different places 4orthe mood and he
canals, It sdds to the confusion and hinders coordination as to who
ashould send in reinforcementss
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*wo know the ﬂeiicang are in this avea and they will a ttack

again,” the ‘fmerican explained. “Buty they're not smm smm ona

fighter bembors & f after them. Ve must defeat them with many night

patrols done vigorously and continuously.

“We Till lose mENEIEK pe’gs‘?ww
SSTTETs. The Viet Cong are hoping we will get discouraged because it
is towh, "he explained. "But we have to keep plugging.

"We will lose people==good imerican and Vietnemese trcoops.
In two doys I lost two of my good friends. Both were B Vestpointers

 and one was o Bhodes scholame™
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