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(This is the second of a three-part series on the multi-faceted

war in South Vietnam, as Weshington—-Honol peace talks begin)e

SAIGON, APRIL 11--Allied commenders here believe the Communists
will seek to parallel the approaching peace talks by moving towards
hesvier, more bitter ground fightiﬁg in fie south Vietname

Few informed souroeq:b here foresee the possibility in the near
future of the Communists agreeing at the peace table to 2 truce or

ceasefire of hostilities in the jungles and rice paddies of the Souths
In the short termy many American end Vigtnoamese informed source
iib g"Bflhﬂggi R
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foresee the outcome of — in the South
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= the Hanoi=Washington peace talks before thekﬁiﬂﬂﬁ‘tatlﬁr"

end the fighting heres
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when asked what orders he would give his troops during a ceasefire,
one seniocr Allied commander was startled and answered: "What do you mean.
We've just been planmning a big offensives”

Another explained the prevailing military viewpoint this ways
"I don'+ think a ceasefire would be a logical thing to ococur. The Communists
will have to i‘ight-ta]k—talk, fight and talk, 1like in the Korean
Waxr negotiations\.\‘;&(do the same thing here--a long drawn-out period
of talking with very heavy fighting.

#Before Prosident Johnson's speech (on April 1, saigon time), we

thoucht the Communists would make @nother push by June—~based on the time

e

it takes them Yo resupply{#_ get their replacements in from North Vietnem and

{’w
get readys Nowy We thinknmg; tempted to go before that—-in order to

gseck 1% the strongest possible bargaining position.
"But, if he does talky, the war here is a new ballgame—-with . 2

new ground rules, I'm sure,”

==more reuter
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senior commanders here currently see the Allied side as
"niliterily over the hump"--by regeining the tactical initiative on
the ground in all areas except the Mekong Delta where a -
"sge-saw situation prevails,” These sources are particularly pleased
s with the offensive operation around Khe Sanh, which they view

as “switching the tide in the TROFTHST DT northern provinces," along

the demilitarized zonee

However, these sources believe the Communists have tt;e
copebility of sending material and men ¥of into the south frda
North Vietnam, or across the other land borders, at an accelerated
rate--and believe they are currently doing so, although tthé_;e N2
intelliigence lag in documenting infiltration rates, they “repeat

no statistical measure of this BEB yot. FOCHMEe,

==more reuter
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Informed sources here believe thet since the Tet offensive
began in late January, AFP26 the Communists have shifted both thei}' tlge
frames’ and their strategy. The reason for this is still mxolea.r and ltopiof
of debate here=-but thesc sources believe the T¥fe timing was once
caloulated to mesh with the American political party conventions and the

2r) Fu C‘"‘f ?
Presidential election, \ They believe President Johnson's refusal to

accept 2 -#@%o renomination may have out-dated this theorys
These sources view that the Communist timing has shifted
from "a protracted war to a short~term effort,” and the Comnunist
strategy hos shifted £rom fighting in the jungles and their remote
base areas to fighting in intermediate beﬁ; around the urban centerss
Ae 2 result, “they hove base areas everywherc-—in the jungles, in the
middle =reas and in the urben FEOERETTurheRTin areas,” one reliable
source expleineds "Despite the heavy losses they've taken, they
are keeping their mainforce units in intermediate belts around the cities
to meintain some kind of 2 toehold in the urban arcas.™

= =more reuter
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-

Informed sources view this as a "very, very clever strategy-——

a fiendich, cynical strategy." This shift has unleashed many repercussions
~=if not dilemnas--upon Allied commandersy, the Vietnamese population
in the urben centers and for the Communists themselvess

The inhemessoomnisemmen degrec of the Communist shift, and

the subsequent vepe roussions seems to vary with different regions of the

country, but i most clecr-cut in the Third Corps Areas Area surrounding

Saigone

==more reuter
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wlant fall with the battles of Loe Ninh m the

Communists used their mein force units——bgth ﬂﬂ._.: ong and N f&gi t ese ™

FITESTTT==in the fringe areas along the bordersy /This cost WIrvoRTIy
them desrly--they were using their elite regiments ageinst an objective
which did not hurt severely the populeted areas, This strategy &S o180
suited the Allies fine—-becouse we also wanted to fight him out of the
populated areas where we could bring our firepower to bear on him.

nThen thet changed;™ the source continued, "With Tet the
Communists brought their regiments to the populated areas and fragmented
them, meking tHEM local units of thems Since Tet, the Communist high
command hag given orders for these units to hold in an intermediate
ring around Saigon and the other cities—and we have hurt alot of ¥ these
units badlye  But, this shift was the ome thing the Communists could
hove done which really hurt the Alliess This does impinge on the
revolutionary development program,operating around the oities, )
and on the scourity of the population in the cities too, Bverything in

thie war stems from or centers around the security of the people."

s=more reuter
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e gome sources believe this oourse, W eﬁ ngause the Vietnamese
armed fé® forcesy plus large Amerio\ajm, began to smother
the Viet Cong local guerrillas and political organizations operating

in near the urban centers--and these needed to be reinforced by
atomizing their N rth Vietnomese and Viet coww./others
believe American air and artillery was hurting too badly in their
remote jungled areas and they had Yo seek shelter around the cities.
"BEveryone is always using Mao-think to say the Viet Cong are using the
countryside to encirecle the cities," one American air officer explgined.
"In fact, they are using Giep-think--they are moving fPEmtne into' the
cities to escape our firepower." Others, primarily Vietnamese sources,
believe the Communists are consolidating and strengthening theirw

local guerrilla and regular military structure to mesh with politiecal

aotivities designed to weaken even more seriously the prestige and

é FLL& ven 33
of the Vijetnamese government 1% at the provineial, regional and
0.9 central levelss.

==more reuter
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In the Tphird Corps area, the 11 provinces surrounding Saigon,
the Allied have adjusted to the Communist shift by de-cwesm conventionalizing
‘\____/
Americsn and Vietnamese maneuver battalions and meshing them with Popular

and Regional Forces for a grand-scale, massive sweep of more than 1004000

melle

The g Communist pettern holds in the other Corpa—a@ens three other

corps areas——but 1\%9 muted form.

In the top two northern provinces of Quang Tri and Thua Thien,

-

e

one source explained, there's such a narrow belt between the remote
mountainous regions and the populated centers, that everything up
there is Indian country,"-—a popular gay military way of saying the

Communigts are just about everywheree

The remainder of the couniry, down to the djm gaigon arca, seems
' vertical,

10 be broken 1ntomﬂﬂ areas for the Communiste-—the mountains ;nd
J

~4ho relstivedy unpopulated and the highly populsted eoastal reglons
J

=more reubter
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"In Two Corps and Upper Three corps, you have two separate arecas,"
one source explaineds "But within each area, the Communists have also
shifted their tactics to follow the pattern around Saigon. In the highlands,

the Communists are closing ingih on the cities of Kontum, Ban Me Thuot and

Pleiku, rather than pulling back to their base areas or their sanctmaries :
, ’ et T ey

in Laos and Cambodia. Along the coast, whe@eﬁ;ed to be in thd foothills,
' SAg AR

2 G ¢ /‘fﬁ"u E:
%’mo down to the coastal plain, “EF™HETs not succeeding, but

gtill trying to do it. In fact, this h whole move to the urban areaos

started in the ROK (R\eﬁublio of Korea) arca last dfmmmx fall  in the

e Clo RS .

coastal provinces of Brnb=pimirwm-iNRr—gwemrwgw, That should have given us

a tip, but it didn'ts The ROK's have now licked the problem by organizing

i’

the-wvillagers. (HOEERT™

=s=more reuter
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In Third Corpsy the Communistsy, formerly were holed up in
War Zoné ¢ and D and Phuoc Long province, along the Cambodian border——
now they hese-eons have comet™®rbed built intermediate PRmEmmDmmEM zones
around their heartland of Saigons These intermediate base arcas were identified
as portions of Long An, H#@nh southern Binh <o Duong, Bien Hoa and ‘
e Gia Dinhy the latter being the Wesmte donut=shaped province sﬁrrbund‘;;gr
the capital-of sSaigons o

In Four Corpsy, the MekomE=P¥Tta rice-producing, heavily populated

Mekong Delta south of Saigony, the c%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ% lj&i{g};’%n )oncentrating their

i,

strength in the most populous end righestlprovinces from Can Tho, Vinh Long,
coast-wards towards Kien Hoay, Dinh ‘Peeeng Tuong and Vinh Binh--and also
generally also af'l?pfxg Highway 4,--the only paved road between Saigon and the
Delta, This has allowed the Communists to proceed with a policy--only
Dahbiday portially successful thus far--to choke ST TUMMOIGe Saigon off
from the produce of the ¢Delta and prevent transport flowing the other
directions

==more reuter



ZozZC sag

yy 1ljp
strategy 11 (normass/deepe)

"The Allies are over the hump, except in Four Corps, Werm

the source explained. "We have the 1niti§"§g}jxoept in the Delta where

i i N e T TR e e o

theret's a state of cevlEPFERETOGTY equilibrium,

"mThis is a very clever strategy (by the Communists). They

o » &
figure if they operate near the urban areas, M

. ,_—-—’
force our side into the same areass @9 ’this would leave the countryside

bare, since the Vietnamese troops are committed to the provinecial

eSS, .

capitalss And that's what has happened. Because the Communists are
isru

imoclose, they have our lines of communication ¥ between the

outer areas and the inner areas. Ngowy, we are moving to get these

open, ¢ and we're succeeding except in Four Corpsy where the roads

are cut and the waterways blocked.

in some cases there's

"Actually,

PRI AR~

e vaocuum in the countryside--wirrtever-tmts whoever moves into that

vacuum can ¥ have its That's why General (Williem C,) Westmoreland
wants to get the Vietnamese ammy and revolutionary development cadre

back into the countryside to fill that vacuums But, that's easier said

than done."
= =more reuter
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The source said the change in Communist strategy also has forced
Allied commanders to bring "more destruction" on the people, "and this
is a very fiendish--cynical strategy. -Heo-dbmws The Communistes dEg™
wm move into 2 friendly village, occupy it, dig mortar pits —-and that

gives the Allied commanders the rough choice og what to d9 about it."

Howevery, this strategy ha a;,eo &ade n}hﬁ%r %twlnerable,

Allied sources believe, and tha % now in #™%¥¥c an understrength

ZESSey nilitary stance.

"You know I'm not an official optimist,"” one American source explained.

"But more and more since Tet, I have seen all of a 3o sudden a oracking

of the wall here that will aalse\w us to g#)?l})ggrcg B The enemy is now
doing what he has mever dene ¥ befor % his main force SW% for &%
destruction by us. ﬂ?re has inflexible tactics and he's not going to
change them to save his f®n main forees Now his mein force—his backbone—

is being whittled away. If this continues for four months, we can break

his backbone, At the momenty, his main force is bleeding to death,"

==more reuter
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"All their main- foroe 4§ Tiow exposed,out of their base areas and

are bleeding bmd@k badly," the source explained. "In February we were
killing 300 mi main force a day, now we're d@® down to 50, but it's
still significant, We are beginning to find they throw their rifles
in the river and are leaving their dead and their weapons on the battlefield.
~the Vietnomese RMS

™,is has never happened before in this corps. lLast waek,/ e e
out a battalion of the N,rth Vietnamese 10lst Regiment-~only 50 men were
left and the four prisoners said they were ordered to stay there til the
last man, It wasthe first time in the history of the war we've deesme decimated
an enemy unite t,  the American dead in this corps has doubled t00."

nof course, the reason they're ordered to stay is for a big push

next month," the source concluded. "But, I don't think by next month

he'll be able to do anything significant at all."
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