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Sa’gon--Reliable military sources report pro-Communist Viet Cong

guerrillas are movink heavily-equipped battalions to concenmtrate theizr
military strength in a "strangulating are" LT PRI PO DY
of provinces around Saigon.

(See map.)

Sources believe the purpose of troop movements of elassified
number of battalions is not for direct military attacks on Saigon, but for
the establishment of the proper "politieal climate" im this capital city
already rent with political mmnmlegm

, "This political climate is not aagny necessarily neutralism
as the Gomnmis#s wanted six mdnths ago," one reliable Westerm military source

explaineds "They do not need that now. They're now strong enough to expect

&t

absolute accommodation to whatever wish $o dictate."

(More)
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4 mysierious, momentary period of relative inactivity by the
Viet_ Ean% has given the Vietnamese government i’orefs & brief breathing time
for progress in mil:ltaz*;r operations and\?a the sister program of
pacifying with sociaumaeommanpohtacaxl means the civilian pcptmatlon. However,
- i-aot&us of 1
government ccs  forces are bracing themselves for the time when
"ominous 1ull" are abandoned by the pro~Commvnists for -r%en reginental-
controlled operstions sgainst district towns end provineial Ga@italﬁt
"The Viet Cong will try to use regimen*kal sized units," one
high-ranking Victnemese officer (infomtively% only-~General Nguyen: Khanh,
prime minister) conceded. "They are quite capable of doing this and are
willing %o do so. But they will never have to force to hold. Mo (the government
forces) can go anywhere we like toe"
milit% ?urces say that the Viet Cong have already in the past
three months conducted well-coordinated operatioms of three-battaliom strenght.,
: - Inione of these last month, two battalions simultaneously attacked
five outposts; but the third was positioned to ambush reinforcements. The

ambush: smmimumiiy inflicted serious casualties om an elite Ranger company.

(More)
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" mericen military sources attridute the "omimous 1ull" of the
Viet Cong to the success of more then 6,000 mmalleunit pa trols, many of them
=t mights Other imorican sources note Lhet Viet Cong astivities always
flow in cyolesy with poriods of rest snd iraining slternated between
mitary offeonsiven. Some Victnamese officers, who fourh fought with the
Commmist guersillas during the Praich Indo-"hina Wew, believe that the
ﬁﬂMWMtMWMzwﬁa%wmmwm
rosting afbor sccuring their loot during the rice haxvert cescone
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1  Pro-Uommmist Viet Cong guerrillas are mow moving

| w&d woll-ocuipped battalions to comoentrate thoir strength in e "strengulating
o in the provimces eround Saigom, aocording to relisble militery m&.ﬁ
(Zoe map.)

as IV Corpo-—which the Viet Cong alroady sssume they & domineto--to more them

helf docen provinces sround Saigom, inoresses the guerrille’s cepebility

for regiment-controlled attacks ajainst all district towmns end many provinoial
"Iie Viet Cong will try to use regimentalesized umits,” one

highwranking Vietanmese officer predictel. (Informatively only--Gemeral Nguyen

Khonhy prime minister)s “The are quite capeble of doing this and ave willing to

do moe But they will have mever the force to hold a positions Vo (the govermment)

can go anywhere we like to."
Some millitary sources believe that the Viet Cong have already in the

past three months condufeo coniucted & well-coordinated oparations of three-battalion

strength. In ono of these last month, two bettalions simultensously attadkced
five outposts, but the third was positioned to embush reinforcements, which
inflioted hosvy cesuslties on an_glite Ran




in 1954.

In the “hird Phase, deseribed im the military writings of Mao
Toe-Tungy emall guerrills bands with pm support of the populstion consolidate
into conventional warfare units, but they operate alomg a mobile fromtline,
to produce what Mao cells “decicion or destruction of the ememy,™ For the
firot t1me in the wary government offietels have been piaking upViet Cong
WWWWMMWWMWBMMWW

. War.™

Howovery militery sources here do TETbelieve the Mggg-emst
units w1l attenpt o showlown battle in oiio Mat¥ plece, but iy
in meny places,
"Wo're not going to have e Dien Bien Phmy® one military officer
a hurdred L :

explained, "but meng cale Dien Bien Phuse"

P

Wmarmmmmmmnntuu
maammnmmummthmmummmm
firet phese (orgonization end eonsolidstion) end has scquired the sympathotio
support of significant mmbers of the peoples  (See notes of Semuel Be
Mﬁgﬁ%mm_TWMummw page 27)e

(More)
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3s  Howover, despite this oconcentreted military threst,
observers belleve the Viet Cong ave not interested in milttery victories,
but in produsing mmwwﬁuaa olimate” in this cepital city
alroady rent with poli‘fosl umoertainty.

“This politienl =t oclimnte i2 mot nocesserily neutveliom
as the Commminte wonied nix montho ago,” one reliecble Wootern militery sowrce
explaineds "They do mot moed *hat nmowe Thoy*re vow streng enough to
expect absolute cocommodation to whatover they wish to diotate.”

Similtencous with this consistent, spootaculer military offincive,
whioh i expocted during the mensoom nomson lasting mmsil Octeder, ohe

byt iibdamheey “inrisidle® noliticel swbversion of the

M:t slaments 1a becoming imoreasingly evident in Seigon and other
urbon ommterse The prime fooue is om current Catholic-Duddhist tencions.
Many persons believe both the C, tholic =nd Buddhist ergenisetions eve oither
infiltrated of influesnced by the Viet Congy slmont avervene solmowlelpes
that oven if this is mot trus, the Viet Comg move them smwewe ~ny othor element
benefits from these dissensionse

“We know qu;g&mmtmmpm»:m
Viet Cong strategy,” e high-ranking Vietnsmese seourity officer lemented.
“But we can not prove who thelr agonts are.™

(tora)




Other rolicble sources note that 18 ex of the more tham 30
nemn runge nowepspers in Saigom have Viet Cong a gents on their
staffe, But the sscurity source = explained, "the government dare mot
srront thome peonle because they ave olose ssscciates of powerful economic
: ng government officlels,”

“Bebiimd 11 this entimgovernment talk is $ho Duldhists, Catholics,
political parties,” one militent Vietnsmeue anti-Communist explaimeds “Amd
bohind them sre the Viet Conge And behind the Viet Cong ave the Frenchy"
who durine the prst 38 ton monthe heve proposed a moutrelist settlement for
South Viet Non snd siiitwéin allied themselves with the Communists inm proposed
Mﬁumemzmnﬁm

Se mumu«mm&tmmmmmmm
MMWMMMW’ wmammusm:ym
Saigon govornment has dome likewises

"There's » Crinis in leadership and a eorisis in confidence in
the Vietnamese govermment,” e university professor expleined, A growing fonr
porsists amons the Indian and Chinese business communityy middle~class parents
are attemting to get thelr childrem out of the countrys mm—m
mmmwwmmuumwpmwmm-mm
over the Cambodian border, DIxit pormits are becoming increasingly priszeds
0f 22 young:fidmmmemsarm Snglich-spenking Vietnemese working in a tremsleting

pool, eight ave trying to loave Viet Name Vietnamene now in exile in Paris and
the United Statos mmmhmmwwm the requect of the govevrmant,
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Deepe
S

%ml&mef&ymmtmmmmum
azmaemwammmwmm;uwmm
the persistent threst of a viclent militery coup d'etat sgainst prime minister
Gomeral Wguyen Khemh,  But cvon the-¥emix intellectusls in Saigon ave im
d&thMWhMuumWhmM
the anovgetic gonteed general, ﬁammmmummm
bhisse the Cotholic-Buddhist densions, botweem verious faotions of Vietnan's
£im flimsy politdesl perticny between in-fighting within his own militexy
junta.

Tn footy sbout the only point of sgreement ot sll is, as one
Vietnamoso intelleotusl wplained, “the Viotnamese governmomt is ot the end
of something snd the boginning of somothing mew, 1t knobody kmows what's

going to hoppons®

(Notes  Source for most of the first two pages of this is Cole Sevung,
heod of the Austrelisn Training theem hore. Ho's on Oens Herkins steff end
overytime I've intorviewed him, he turned out to be rights Ho forocestod
the collepse of the strateglo hemlet progrem months before it heppemeds
he's seen Communist taotion in Dmwa and Malays and is gonerslly comcilcred
an oxcellont source.)
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