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BIEN HOA, SOUTH VIETHAM, SEPTEMBER 4=The Commmist third offensive
into Vietnam's major citice is already wnraveling in slow-moticn. The
battle for Saigon is now in progress—but is being fought miles outside
the capitals Thus far, the Communists are suffering severe casualties
and subsitantial taoctical defeats in the ground ware

Some Communist big-unit formations are alresdy in a slow-motion:
mareh towards the cepital and other major cities. Other big-unit
"pard~hat® units are already in position close tc Saag;n. Saigon. Communist
Terrorist, saboitage and @x commendo units sre already in séignn or are

continuing to infiltrate into the capital at an unknown rate.
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This is the view of American field officers at M Third Corps
headquarters—commanding the eleven provinces around Saigon——gitorTed I8
situated 18 miles north of Saigon.

The view that the Commmist third-offensive is underway is not

necessarily the the %op-level official asaegsnent of the o

countrywide situation. Vietnamese President ngyen Van Thieu has stated
that Communist acceleration of military activity since August 18 is not
the third offensive——because "it is not strong enough.". The American

offioial command 1s also reluctant to qm define past developments

as the third offensiva for the ssme ros Siite reason. “If this is the

third offensive, the Communists have lost tha one low-—leve;l d@

govermnent' s high command

?&parig&& jf;ga‘ggr £xplained. '@ Vig;tnamese ]
m nilitery developments ths first of a m two=-phage
offensiv:a, the first phase running from August 15 to September 15 and
marked by flanking attacks outside the cities, the second phase rumning from

September 15 om=ey onwards, marked by oemtinuoun fighting in the urban

centeroe = Nhrodet /‘;_A.M

== T



L

zZoze sag
Jy nnm \5/
offensive ¥ (normass/deepe)

The most tentative thumbnail asscssment of what has hoppered during the
first two weeks of the Communist offensive is thiss ‘The Allies are succeeding
in iﬁterdioting and defeating the Communist big-unit formations in
battle—but the Allies are unable to seal and totally secure the msjor
cities from infiltration of small-unit terrorist, sniper, sapper and
commande unitse The sources are confident the "Communist big-t_xﬁt hammer
blow into Saigon will turn into a little tep,™ but they are clearly

won'ied ut continuousy low~level fighting and terrorism in the cities.

ti

"M&n, 4% the Swmmimtwmm gg}.p@rs, lose in Seigo o4y shooting ﬂ@}
e Vietnamese citizensy "I don't know what would happen. But, instead,

the Communiste will send their regiments hammering in--and they'll be cut

dovms But little units will slip ine"
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In fact, none of the Allied sources in Saigon seem prepared to
guess: how much residual strength the Communists have had in the capital

for some time, how many i":.i’m-'calmists, terr }z}a‘ts, political cadre
" i Pt f
or wegpons ceches have been in Saigon for gome Tilé. However, e a v o e

shadowy Gomunmt prasenoe is being felt in the capital,

cirecles @l expanding from the center, with the greatest concentration
of Allied forces in the second circle from where the Communist set up their
T
rocket positions to harrass the city. Beyond these three oirclemid
@— reaching near the Cambodian border——the Allies rely mainly on

reconnaissance missions for spotting the Communists,

and then calling in air and artillery to smash them.

During the past weeky Communist big-unit fiT??}ms have moved
through the outer defense soreen, more than twenty ;ﬁmrom the eity.
One principal evidence of this was the three-day battle last week between
the Us Se Army 101st Airborpe and the North Vietnamese 10lst Regiment.
Americans THFific claimed a body count of 103 North Vietnsmese, many of whom
became trapped in an encirclement by heliborne American troopse ‘The battle

took place at TFei= Trang Bang, which lies astride s major Comnunist

infiltration route==and vhere another battle tock place during the May

offengives
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: nMhe Communists are just following the seme pattern as in May,"
one informed sourace explaineds ey are rolling in from the border
areas. [They have pushed through our cuter defense aoreen. Protty
soon we'll see more astion closer and eloser to Salgone ve con just
keep following thei'z-.; movements through the second layer of our defense
system, & They use the @ pile~on=~theory just to keep pushing their

"-7beﬂ~&/ Ll E:ﬁbugyavﬂv g

troops along
Mo three Communist divisions in the ared 4 are the Hth, Tth and 9the

Blements of the Tth Divigion are reported to be moving; dovm the Song
~a1

. Be riverny ‘Hntc» ﬂmwooded ﬁ ngatehergmitt" ares, - %iles T

L e Satgiti s he PR GeTmon aivision hag broken aatod Urter
participating in the Tay N?Hinh actions beginning pupmst 18 That

unit is considered %o be hove withdrawm into Cambodin, where tHeY “"%
will gyrther south, then cut into the narrow vpayrot!s besk" arcs,
only miles directly west of Saigone The 5th Division 4g still active
in Tay inh province near the Cambodian bordeT, where they engage American

units and armor convoys on & herassing basise
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The "gfunction in life"™ of these three main divisions during the
major thrust of the ocxpected escaletion of sctivity in the cities will be
to tie down American and Vjetnomese divisions to prevent @& their
reinforc ing Saigonse These Comnunist divisions are mainly lerth Vietnemese in
troop stmenedih-and commend strength.

Cloger into Saigomy, in the second layer of defense, three Comnunist
@s autonomous regiments, more Sputhern in composition, ave
aJ.*so congidered oclmmmpm to be moving towerds the oidy, o:r‘ are already
in a good enoubh position fo springboard inteo the citye These autonomous
ra@.mentwalled the Pong Nai, Ounu Iﬁong 2 and Quyet Thang- are
generally north of Ssigon city ond are only a good night's merch away
i‘rom major airports and milimy installatians in the areos Othex

Goumunists battelions to the southern part of the oity ave F cammema/
s oty

to be attempting to ek move north—-but have had difficulty in
through the bvettalions of the Us Se. Army 9th Divieion, which has engaged
a m:mbexj of thems

hese vnits, oalled “yegional™ or "provinciasl" battalions, are
composed more of "local boys" who know the terrain; "The e Communists
can't gain many points sending North Vietnomese divisions into Saigon,™ one
source explained, These units are expec¢ted to bear the brunt of the
Saigon fighting.
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"We axpect the Communists to try o prolonged offensive of the lay~type,"
‘one informed source oxplaineds "They'll fry to stick onc battalion into

k,m region of @igm or its fringes, order 4% %o hold un$il it is completely

ohowed up, and then they will sond in smother battalion to do the see things

 They'1l try to keep continuous presmure on the oity=—moybe for four or five

. g el

W«w—- weeka~vhile using reckete end terrorists o give thet world @

i
the impression of greater strength than thoy actuall haves"

X
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