(Morgan Gendy)

SATGON, 05210, (UPIS)~~President Lyndon Johnson's
figmm%agamst Vietnam's "Other Werh—-poverty, ignorance and
social injustice-—-is forgotten heretpnights The question is vhether

it is dead, /

Tc Americans 1 an tonight, Vietnam's "Other War®

is the prospect of aye double %x civil conflict in which,

as one official explained, "The noomun’ist Vietnamese are fighting

D
aye war among themselves whilexdoremsh

¢ the Americans are trying to
help them fight aye wax ageinst the Commumists, Waat could be worse ¥
Another harried diplomatic official snapped, "Who's

&
tallting about the Homolulu image. ;
"We're talking abcn‘tﬁga survival here tonight-enot only

the survival of the military regime of Prime Minister Nguyem Cao

w but also the a%. survival of the whole united

anti~Communist fronts”

(More—liiller—BD)
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He continueds
»If Ky and the people in the northern provinces are fighting

each other, they % will notrptnot be effective in fighting

o

the Communistse Even if K R e nlacters over that

problem, he still must re-establish order soom o obviously the
war will be badly % handiceapped. "
Victnam's political orisis plunged even desper aﬁn Tuesday

as Prime Winister Ky flew to the city \ii;ﬁanagg-wvhich e said was
‘/X

LT g

win the hends of the Communists" thm/tnamese Marine battalions
in an attempt to bring the five northern provinces @a agaim @
under central goverrnment control afiem mearly four weeks of stmkes;
denmonatrations, rebel agltation by Vietnomese troops, police and
civil sgrvénts 'éaszed\ theres

An sdditional problem is that % youthful street urchins
and hooligans comtinued %o demonstrat%rcm the Buddhist_ headquarters
in = Saigom after %‘x Prime Minister Ky Monday 1 had establish
&v;a tentative compromise with Buddhist leaderse

#But the Buddhists are just like the Commumists," ome reliable
observer explaineds "The more comcessions you maeke to them--the
more they demands ‘They are intent om toppling this regime~—and won'y
stop wtil ihoy doe ™

(More~ililler—=3D)
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mer
Americen Embassy officials were kmowm to be “deeply concerned™

about the siwEbn explos:;ve«—@ possibly pivotale—situa_tiom,
but were aotrptno*& informed sbout the process of negotiations Between:
Prime ﬁmister Ky and rebel forces :m the rme’m provincesds

"Phis is aye Vietramese mattez-, - aceording to one reliable

sources "It has to be setiled by them——but the American officials

are defimitely concemed[ because the Americans are ‘E@,
80 @ deeply e@ commitied to the fother wazt ag-zinst 'bh e o/

" they need the

Communistgw— }:l% that is @ cooperative venture
LT
Vietnamese LR

(More—iller~~FD)
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Waile tho Mpexjom pfSistale , privatelyy sppraised the effest of
4 the wadl and th i 1 R
pis: om the o Amer mﬁﬁm&‘ngmagCD

presence‘v. Vietnamese politicael leaders, IimsiNGSmpLilmaEIN @]
= the Communist 2 tactics s

“ihe fiw &mnmatrations in Saigom snd ffho double civil wax
in the city of Danang are very close fo E%’ what the
Communists calll 'the state of general uprising,'y" ome Vietnamese
pclitical explaineds "ﬁthont firing aye slmt, they ha:ve
thirty thousand American Marines in Danang torta,lly 13&1&*&;9& in their
billets and imstallationse ¥ How mowe effeotive could the
Comunists He?R This is what is known as Communist political

warfave—=and the Americens have mever umderstood that."

(More~-itiller-FD)
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Vietnzmese 15% politicel sources ceemed ‘o agree tonight
‘@z with Chief of State Nguyem Ven T#¥i Thien that the rebels

in % the morthern p!% an into the ha nds of

the Communists,® as atﬁempt& to negé\ﬂéﬁ? ik, the dissident
e /
ngtruerle Committee® which has been E ading anti-government and

anti-American: demonstz-aticms,&; épeeehes and sermomse. The remrod
of the dissident movement revolis around the éxtmia‘&: wing of
the Buddhist hierarchy vwhich has torpled governments in the paste

Politically-oriented Saigconese were %w speculating
tonight ‘i;hé: kt the mﬂi%m Jm‘ba, whickh is the political base of
the anti-Communiet wa,zs; could norptao longer survive the present
chaos and politiecal turbulence. |

“&a more concessions Prime Mimister Ky mekes to the rebel
forses in gg Daneng=~the ghorter he will survive in power," ome
source explaineds *'!%e/ f’,%??\ he-ean hope forr is to romaim im
pover long enough tmm military jumta as fhe political
base of the enti-Communist war--snd to usher im aye on
nrovisional povermment.™ :

There were norpinok sssurances inm Saigomw tonight that
the provisionul govermment=if and whm‘ it was ushered in--would

e
i) o

p E‘;“er‘/n
chever,ms- e bolioved the situation was so critic:
in Victnem tomight that the eammista could or would seize powexr

wunder the noses of tht
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to Deneng to "liberate from Communist hemds" the nation's sceond

> o i w
aye ﬂight of Yietnamese combat fi@ter—-bcmbers'

largest citye :

More thu@ge onethousand twohundred elite Vietnomese
strotegio reserve troops arrived im Damang Nonday evening for
"the military operation" by Uniteagﬂt States Air Forece c&e-onehunrire{
thizty gient turbojet troocp tramsport and by Vietnamese Air Forece
CCC~forty seven "Goomey Bird," plone of World Var II vintege.

Prime Hinicter Ky Waz,e:%eci,ed to set up his headquarters
at the Vietnamese Air ?oreem and personally direct
the "military operation™ %o re—take Danang, m
aye city of onehundred sixziy five thonsa.nl, which also serves as
the top command of the ferty thousand Bnerica;xz Marines fighting in
Vietnaite

R Prime Minister Ky and his Victnamese trocps are expected to

meet some-wbut very little resistance—from extremist troublemskers and
demonstrators as they march and are trucked from the Danang airbase

! - RN £ itk I S ;‘C“( 6\ _4
into the main street section of the city. w»fﬁwl?‘;‘ gl 102 -

All smorican miditary and eivilian persomnel were confined to their
billets and installations Hengs




firet add--morgan gandy-—saigom: XXX XX X

At aye press conference Sunday, R Vietnan's youﬁﬁm
pwimex prime minister said, "I comsider Danang to be in the hands
of the Commumistse I will soon launch an operatiom to liberate
Danang." He accused the Mayor of Dansng, o ‘: thirty seven yearold
" medioal doctor named Nguyen Van Mam of using government fumds %o
$uemunt for foment demomstrations of civil servants, military ‘t:t'oc‘;)s,pw
police and students.

"Bither the Mayor is ;m, or the government falls," Ky exclaimed.

Tac Mayor, described as "innocuous" and also anti-Communist,
however, announced that he would set up strong resistence to meet
the "invading® Saigon troops.
. Sources close to the govermnment sald that the Mayor is
spotested by m twenty tougaf bodyguards, but "if Ky cen get his
hands on the Mayor he'll shoot him right in the public: square.”

(More~Miller—~ED)
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Vhile a t first predicted that the Danang resistence m would

be more serious, Prime Hinisder Ky secems to have mummtmd

cased the political crisis by reaching aye u& tentative compromise

with the United Buddhist Church, which has = been agitating

not only in Danang, but also in Saigon and other cities along

in the M northern provincesy for the past three weekss
One ranking Buddhist leader from the northern p:B provinces,

Thich Thien Minh, whe is im ehafge of Buddhist Youth acﬂbﬂ.vi"!:ies;,i

was granted permission to ﬂy} %o the imperial capital of Hue,

fifty mlles north of Danang, to appeal to the population "to retumn
40 their normal way of life." Sources close to the government said
that the Buddhist leader could motrptmot guavantee all the
citizens, troops and civil servents in Danang and Hue would heed

nis appeal, but that the majority woulde P~ s

ninariw extremists would be subjeet to reprisals by the

Ky's central governmente
(More——iiller—ED)



third ~dd—morgan gendy-—saigon x X x central government X X X

The shaven-headed Buddhist monk, o chief lieutenant of
more prominent Buddhist leader Thich Tri Quang,fmmé both from
the northern provinces, flew to Danang after a fall z-ﬁ? morning off
diseussions with Prime Minister Ky Monday at vhich at least a momentary
compromise was reacheds Also present J in the dlscussmns were two

‘t? A m f" {"('
T em refugee priest

other Buddhist leaderss Thich Tam Chau,
a#@ vho heeds the Buddhist Institute of Secular Secular Affairs and
Te=® Thich Ho Giae, depuby chief of Buddbist militaxry chaplains,
who represented the s@ Southern~-wing of the Church.

The Buddhists made two specific demandsy according to reliable
government sourcese First, they wanted aye military position for
13,8 Gen, Nguyen Chanh Thi, alseo born in @r Hue, whose ouster
from the ten—mom military jumta on March temth smmiEfex upset
‘f’ietnam'.é political equilibriume Ky, who had already publically
promiged this to Thi, irmediately agreed to this demand.

fhe second Buddhist demand was that the forthcoming

Fationsl Political Comgress, representing all major religious and

political factions im the country, would Jmryd

ex designate aye body to draft¥ and fen @ then approve the
national comstitution. Prime Minister Ky reportedly agreed
that this Congress could designate deliegates to draft the
Constitution—as the Buddhists wanted—-but said "if possible”

this body would alse approve the comstitutions In the past, Ky

has vowed to hold aye mational referemdum to approve the consiitution.

te ot Bello o 20\ )
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