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ATTH MJ UPI SPECIAL FOR CGANEY CGANDY BY BEVERLY DEEPE SAIGON DECEMBER
04180 (UPIs)==The blasting of an Americen billet here Saturday by
o Viet Cong suicide squad was long expechods More frequent and for
bloodicr terrorist incidents are enticipated by officials in the coming
months in this jittery city of moxe soldiers but lecs seoouridy.

Seliatle souraes mote that the B0 Sexvowist dmsident significs
& general escalation of the war on all fronts--instead of a de-escalation
to solely terrorist teactics of Phese Omey, which merican officials
hed previously predicted.

within the context of this week of the war, the bombing incident
cocurred a = the vﬁ.et Cong Conmund stes launched a record mumber of
ineidents in the provinces=—totailing 1036 last weck--won a substantial
vietory in which Vietnemese govermment troope suffored some of tho heaviest
ossusltics of the war and imoreased the mumber of political demonstrations
,iy Victnamese eivilisns in the provincose

“fais war is e bitter coektail=-a mizture of overything," ome
£ Western diplomat expleineds “There's a mﬂat blond of terrorism, big
battles ond political agitation, And there's bigger ond bigger shote
of every incredient going into the brew."

Commonly aciknowledged that “there's mo total security in Soigom,"

the highest rankihg offiecials admit that even the résitent rosidence of
imericen Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge eoum be easily mortared or

attacked hy sulcide squads and thet the thousands of Ameriecan GI's living
in apartments, villas, billets and hotels are particularly vﬁsr vulnerable
to terrovism om ecither a mass % or individual scalee
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3ince seouwrity in Saigon is limitedy an inorensing munber of
tmerdcen civilians advooste moving masses of imerican militery
personnel out of saigon clity--a plan propesed by Vietnsmese Prime
Hinister Hguyen Cao Ky, but yet to be achieved,

Chservers hore expected the terrorist ineident t¢ reinforae
arguients in Unistetes oalling for stiffer Americen airastrikes ageinst
North Vieinsm—-a feeling that was partially shered here. 2ut @
to otheyr imerieans here-wnartionsrly civilisn officiale-—the incident
produced nounting oriticimms ageinst the Mmericesn decision-makers
in the ¥ilitery Assictonse Commend, heuded by Goreral William Ce
Teatrorelend, Theoo Anericer civiilans hed long cyilliciced the
Amsricen militery officials for motypinot moving the inorescsing
nunbers of American mililory personnel into massive m santonmont
syess on the ouiskirts of Saigon vhere they oould be secured to the
Lilte

__ "The whole billeting problen uﬁz £ the mmerican 0I's ie o
W symbel of the urplermed wer,® one Mmerdcon officiel, epeaking
privately, explaineds “Americen GI's are living 21l over Salipgon in
villas, brothels or slume. How can they ever be aema&: fleusing has
beon scarce in Saigon for three yearsy the Ameriecen generels could
sagily have predictad thot the Influx of Unisteates conbat um elements

wonld hoave made it acutes
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"The Americen generals could have built 2 large centomment area

outside of Saigon three yeors age," the source Gantinmé‘ "But they
didn'ts Thoy could have meimamdmmm crashpx-w the building of
prefebricsted houses meer the Saigon airports But they didn'te Insteed
they 2lloved the renting of villas _L;:;l},wmr‘,thza tom==end paid two

years rent in cdvance no they could outbit the imerican eivilian
agencies, The vesult is that ore American agemey hiked up the price
on another American agenoy."

These oritics point out that in Koreay many of the Anorican
militery peraonnel were baaed in a spocially sonstrusted compound
on the outskirts of the ca plm af’%uo Seouly, but that the n
solutions to the problems im Vietnam sre even more erusially needed
beceuse +the war is such & oconvoluted mixture of poutiaalmmm
socisl" mc factors os well as military.2

mo Reliable sources indicate that American military
officers are in such daspw rate noed of billeting for inconming GI's
that they frequently m:we Viotnamese civiliens to build Liuas-—-
and begln poyment of cne~third of the two-year advence mz: vihen
the @ builder hes but 1sid tho comoroto foundation of the house, Fhem
the housa is completed the omer is given the two-ycar advance ront-—-

which more then %u pays for his oxpenses imx and costs of the house.
("It means that the Americems geve him the villa," ome TVietnomene
explained.)



third add x x x one Vietnamose explained, x = x

While the American-contracted lmm villas ave to meet certain
sregiifoia construction mm Mﬁmﬁom, " such as designated arounts
of structural steel, reliable sources indicate that the Vietnamese
s builders aeldw“boﬁmr meeting these requirementss "Sop, if @
bomb is placed imx on the grouni floor of any of these houees.gt the
whole place eoll‘épua like a orackerbox," ome relisble source explained.

- Observers here msideé that the soute housing problem, caused

¥ largely by the influx of Americam troops, iz ome of the concrete
factors oreating fﬁo friction for the rising tide of anti-Amoricanism
now being experienced in Seigons

The Americans, with more monsy mémmemxiomamdsm than other
population groups, sparked a round of inflation on housing as the domand
temporarily pecked during the past six monthsy Vesterm diplomats
complained they couldn't rent hcma--mem at $2000 repeoat two thousm&
dollars a month ront from wives otf‘m officials. Vietnomese
eomplained that the Americaons sosked up even slum housing by paying
gixhunired percent more than the other competitorse Low-class Vietnamese
ahow groving conterpt egeinst those Vietneamese who have mede "fobulous
profits" by égil building houses =g renting villas to the Amoricens,

The loweronting American OI was slso bitter. If he was lucky, he could
find & room in a brothel which he could share : r_th throe to nine other

GI's for $13 repeat thirteen dollars s night e S
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