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SAIGON, OCTOBER 23~-The South Vietnamese Foreign Ministry is

hand=-picking a small delegation of medium~level officials to send to
___possible
Paris noxt week, in preparation foF any new stage of broadened peace talks

involving settlement of the war in the Southy, informed sources roporte
A¢ this stage, the South Vietnamese delegation ig?pa prepared
£

s
to sit "in partnership” with the American delegation—rather then a separate

i

delegation at this timee Ppesently, the South Vietnamese delegate in
Paris ig listed as an observers ‘This would pnMMy mean the Viet Cong
could be represented as part of Hanoi's delegation, rather then as &
separate entity--wvhich the Saigon BEg government has eonsid oonsistontl&

said it wuld refuse tojylk git withe
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Exotree e >
Details as to the exact status of the delegation—either separate

or integrated with the American delegation—are not repeat not’yet firmed

ool
up here and are probably open to further re~arrag a the Saigon

government seems to be trying to get orgenized to meet eventuality,
The delegation—-which has yet to be officially nsmed in Saigon—
would, more than anything, be doing a "reconnassiance" of the Paris

scenej if it appears that substantial and significant talks/on @Wﬁ"wfﬁ_‘/

: 1
in the South are to get under ways; it would be re—inforced with a more

high~powered delegation or representation, informed sources report.

==more reuter
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Ip and when substantive peace talks begin about settling the war
in the South, the Sputh Vietnamese delegation is expected $o be headed
by the Foreign Minister w himself, M,, Tran Chanh Thanh.
Considered an experienced ngos negotiator, manh Beadod- i Seadl

. at the 1 62 Laotian ality conferenc
attended the 1954 Geneva conference on Vié ﬁ"‘%r“w‘“‘
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Vietnemese reports and viso visitors from Peris indicate there are
differences of opinion on small matters between Ambassador Averill
Harrimen and members of the Sputh Viotnamese delegation. Ambassador

g

liko somo !mlp from 'South Vijetnemese who can interpmh m and

Hayrimen hag oomplaw visiting Vjetnamese officials that he would

S O oGS0 ot e o SV

Beoona North Vietnamese moves and help to fm@ some of the

W obecm'i.ties involved in Opiontal Communiegt thinking procensses.
There wore also differences of opinion reported on whether the
Mmericons or the Victnemese would serve as ¢lio co-equals in ohi
heading the joint American-South Vietnamese delegation, or vhether
Ambassedor Horrimen would head the combined delegations The Sputh
Vietnamese reportedly wanted to head the joint (€l delegation, with the
pmerioansd taseNs o back=seat roles lHowever, sll of this is still
eongidered up in the air until Hanoi unveils some of 1ts thinking about the

next phase of negotiations and the role of the Viet Cong delogatione
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