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INTERVIEY YITH COL, CGBRALD A CHAMPLIN, DEPUTY SURGEQON: aottridbution should not be
made to him personslly, but can attridbute to U, S, medical authorities, U, 9,
military sources or to the MACV Surgeon'sas office,

This s the "big pioture brbefing," about U. S, troops and their
medioal supports

"Most armics in this part of the world are deoimeted more by dicease
than by combst injuries——such discasee as malaria, hepktitis end clecping
sicknese.” Halarie renks nos T 2s a cause for admission to mmit military
hospitaleo==but is noe 1 in work-days lost becouse it takes 30-35 days to recover
fyom malarine ;

The current malaria rate, for Oote '66, is about 30 per 1000 per yeay—
this is tho medical rate commonly used, whioh means if 1000 troops were held
in ono pluce for 1 year, 30 would get melaria, The worst period was Fov. '65,
when the rate was 50 per thousend per year, This rate is pretty moaninfless
however, sintce many of the units outside of the eentral highlands do not get
nalariae

On the now pill, DDg~~"there's a hooker in this-wonly the units exposed
ere on DDS~these units are in the oentral highlends, which is the bad
malarie placo.” He ssdd they aven't finding malaria in grent quentitieshere—
but he refused (ssid he didn't have) the rate of malaria for these specific
units in the highlands, ouch as Piret Cavy 25th Dive Brigade oto,

He seid the »@fugees £rom Viet Cong arens ave heavily infected with
malaria, '

In Octe '66, there were 870 melaria cases throughout Vieitnam, but this
includes Army, Alr Foree and Marines——including civilien contraotors. This is
country-~-ide totals

O pD8, "It is not a cure-all--will reduce malaria by 50 percent of the
ipdidence. I think our melaria rate is down as muoch beceuse of command
emphasis as by druge-—the command emphasises things like rolling down shirt
sleeves nfior davk, spraying with inseot repellents ete, They are doing alot
of spraying from the air teo. The Owl23'e cen sproyxikfie 10,000 acres in an
hour—-they onoe sprayed e vhole valley twice where Vietnameose treining camps
were based snd the disease rate whnt down alot."

0¢ the 870 malavie oases in Ooty '66, moot of them were in the First
Cavy, 3 Brig. 25th Div, and the new 4th Infentry Divasio Divisbon--all of which

operate in the Highlandse.

In the Pouthwest Pacifio during World Wer II, the U, 5, Marines had
3000 men per 1000 per year who got malaria, he seld——that is if 1000 men were
put in one plage per year, thene each wouid get melarin three times-—i. ©s
the melaria incident rate was so high, (RON: I SUGGEST CHECXING THESE FIGURES
IN WASMINGTONg I'VE HEARD A DIFRERENT WORLD " AR II RATE USED ARD THIS ONE SEEMS

TOO HIGH}.
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MAQY has confirmed that three types of malerias exist--and possibly o fourth

ORDER OF CAUSES FOR HOSPITALIZATION, From Jan. to Septs 1966,
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Hogtile sotion inguries. rate of 91,8 (rate is per 1000 men per yeor)e

Won=battle injuries. Rate of T4sT
fover of unknown origin (some of this might be malaris, but not diagnosed

For sure) 55.8 rate. Also imoludes déngue fever, colds, influenza.
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Depmatologie conditions=-all skin conditiens, including funguse
Plarrhesl diseases

agute respiratory diseases

Malaria 257

neurepsychiotric 3§ 1445 (much lower then Korcs, he seid)s
eye disoraders

10« eoxr diseaces.

Maleria is the leading oause, however, of days loot—oxeluding m hostile

sotion injuries and non-battle injuries.  He wouldn't give the VD reteof
smonsst the troopsy he said 4% wouldn't be listed as CAUSES FOR HOSPITALIZATION
beonuse persons are rarvely hospitelized with #@%: YDj 4t hes has a low days-lost
rate~~"1t only takes ome day loat to get %o the hospital for penicillin and

baok to their units.® "The VD rate ian't bad--4i's probably lowe:r than in

some big poruletion centorse sypistonsEgEhe  Syphilis is lows gomorrhea 1o
atePtPl aifficult to treat, but it i over-played. V€ has been higher in other
aveas where there are Us S trocps=~this speaks well for the people here. You
expeot an increage when people are separated from their femilies and

normal surroundingss But it'e not that bad,"” He said fungus i bad in Vietnam,
which makos demmatological conditions nos 4 in the lists :

On malaria hgain, "We doubt that there's a drug you cen teke that will keep
you from being overpowered if you got onough mmmgm bites from the right
mosqui to. " |

Ho said the fabulously good medical treatment for CI's-~combat and non-combat--
#is not » medicel revolution. The Teason im bessuse this is a different

kind of war, It's & static kind of wor~~thore's not sweeping operations from
one end of Vietnam to the other (as in the case of Korea)s As we went up and
down Korce we took our hospitals with us, But, here you eon't find an evao
hoavital under tents. 211 field hospitals are permanont placess We have

air conditioning in the hogpitals——so §t's a place you con use speoial
sneathosis=~in pxfee ordinary surgicel hospitels with the dirft you wouldn't

taks the chances "_

They olso use intravenous fluide and blood in great quantities. They

are used very soon after the wound is incwrred. There's a Blood Banlk at third
£i01d hospital=~get 9 or 10,000 umits of bloods It's not uncommon to have a

| 20-100 it of oty To I AP0V U RIS AR
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to the hospital being olustered in with the fighting mens
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A wounded prtient is splintered in a hogpital receiving blood and intravenous
fludds in o motter of minutess This keeps them from gmk going into shock,
In World var II ond Koreay many died from the chock."

He gave me statistics on a "small study™:

b T FRAGMENTS BULLETS MINES & GRENADES
BOOBY TRIPS »

World Wer IX 61% 184 ™ 1.6

Korer - 50% 27 3.9 8,0

Vietnanm 19 35 2046 157

In world wer IIy 61% of wounds worve from artillery grogments, The Jpeanaese

and Germans used nlot of artillery. The Viet Cong don't heve artillery, but

only morters. But in Vi, there's only 19% from fragwents~—elmost all morter o
fragments, Thig points up this ies an unconventional war--they used to throw big -8t
ptuff at us--now they snesk asround the back and throw little stuff at us.”

Thia sbove table is a three-month sampling of wounds that occured in Vietnamj it
is &= "an official mmall survey," L

¢ WEK.
This shows the type of wounde--50% of hostile fire wounds ave ¢™0F extremity.
We can't find out here how meny oend up losing their lower ecxtremity--becouse
they are penerally evaouated right out of the country. You might check the
surgeon~fene office, in Vashington teo get this stetistic.

In general, there are fewer amputations than in other wars——proportionall
because first of the an$i-biotics and U, 9, surgeoons do leass amputation then
moat notionalities~~they go into breeding the wound, which requires long-temnm
treatnent, "Wo like to save limbs~-we try to rebuilt that leg--therc's
more enphasis on repairing the woundj our young surgeons are trained to do this.
They do vascular surgery--this mm saves alot of limbs." Vascular surgery is
zopests repeiring the arteries, veins, putting in grefts. Also since the
hospitals aren't moving around, they have a better supply of blood, fluid
equipment such as respirotorse They now, more than Koree or World Wer II,
give specific blood types—-a petient with blood A geis that as a transfusionas.
In Koree used 3 O type bloed for slmost everyome. IHad no frozen blood in
Kovess We sron't using slot of frosen in Vietnem except in Danang end the Uss
Repose-~only places still have the fecility for it--frozen blood is still a
new thing., They cen't supply the amounts we need. Frozen blood ie eamier
to keep for o long period of time=-but it's still toc new to evaluate if there
are other adventares %0 its PFrozen blood is "pest the experimentel stage—but it's
not o tried end proved thing yet."

There are # slso more portable rescuitators than beforo—to keep the
eir supply moving goely-—-m gorpsmen carry it--more then thoy did in Korons
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In Korcan ¥ap, thoy started using the H-13 ho. putting pods on the m&,)/ar

as Mk spokesman deseribed ity ™A medical basiket on the rummers like a little

soffin.” Sometimes used the light sirplane 1~5 with room for one or two

TEEET: litters in it,
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