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(This second article in e series discusses the prospeots
for ponce in 1968 from the Commumist viewpoints The third and last
sxtiole derls with the role of the séuth Vyeitnimese goverrment

hesded by Prosident Nguyen Ven Thicue)e

SATGCH, December 27,~~The Viet Cong :aent\ Christmas
cards this yoer togam leftist Roman Catholic laymen im thie
nerried copitols A former Vietnomese government distrioct chiefy
once on o Tiet Cong black-list, lasi yeer received » luner new
yoar cnpd from the Communiat cadre--end he sxpects enother one

in soversl wecks as the holiday agein approachose
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In saigents pm&aw&@lgaqwmofeﬁ enclaves of
govermment dipsidence~~tic Buddhiet monksiln robes the colox
of tengerine or chococlates=clandestinecly advise their followers
to study ths Viet Cong's li~poiat program, polics scurcss reporteds
In Cambodin, special air-mail cditions of tae li=-poini program,
printed on thin, high-gunlity popor, wore z;vuiiu‘bla for vestern
ﬁz jcmalis%a covering the reoent visit oi J‘ﬁie Jackic RKennedye
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4
The talk of the tom among some politieally~conscious

snigonese, including a few in the government, reveals a new
mood of fimt-fperaon foary, cynicism and nearq@espa&r as they
look ahond Per“tho naxt yoar, Their bleak picture of the future
rescmblen a m glorified senta Domingo yextmvagmaa, ‘with
Viet Cong artillery and mortaxr mm‘ﬁu addeds Thoy envision
streot fighting, economic strikes, black-outs of electricity,
violent anti-fmerican demomstrntionsy airbases ablasze with

from rocket attacks snd suleide squads and Viet Cong
mumé/gf gaigon or other major cities. In Can Tho, the
capitol of the Mckong Deltay the Viet Cong have warned housewives
to stookpile nom-perishable foods in preprhtions for their upcoming

attack within the next three monthae
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U aoe 500t Be light years eway, but not nccessarily
ot diotory contradictery to, the optimistic evaluations of
Americen military commanderse These commenders believe Communist
forces within South Vietnam aye slipping Waxda defeat te such
en extent they ﬁ/a&ﬂ their strategy to othHEF Fratoel

e

thene radical "HYEEH 1. oa;l for Chinese Communint voluntecrs

ok TOf B

/or get other nilitary fixtures

in either ¥16 Noxrth or the
from Lnet Duropean countries in order to coscalate their military
efforts This is not oconcidered likely here by SEFI0 6 serious

Imericsn or Vietnimese sourcess

llore Ructor
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2¢ either negotiote oii else simply ﬁ “fade v awaye”

This is the current optimistic official smericon liney but even

higheplaced VIETHT Viotnomese government sources m publioly Vo

skepticiem ebout ite

3¢ Supplement their military attacks with overt
politicsl snd economic warfavre in the urben oenters, This stERECEy
tactic would bo Fothelys=emd potontially catastrophicd to the
south Victnomese govermment as well as the Americsn position. Since
the govermnment's pacificetion program has consistently failed to
got off the groundy the Communists have succeeded in encireling the
citicsy a political=-ecconomic thrust throwing the cities in choos,
combinocd with militory attecks into the neon-lighted storefronts
would SHik scricusly Jep=9186pEEiz jeopordize the Allied positions
The Americon officisldom a¥FE HI0T TOIRINE is not talking mush about
this possibility—at least publicly, but tlie Vietnamesc,iEm

who have seen spécg spectres like this im the pasty ares

More Reuter
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"Hegotiontions at gunpoint"=-ag distinet from ‘
compromise at the conferonce teble——is what well-informed

Vietnomese nationalists believe the Communists are aiming £ ’”
”ﬂl ihefze gunpoints include pistols for political intimidotions
and uprmi@ga 1:1 the urben centers as well as Soviet-made

mxatfue’am the suburbs and the p?riphm‘y
e

ewpoint, is a
"eoalition government a la Communist"--then "peace™i or a
Communist vietory of sorts will come to South V4 etname

Hore Reuter
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The nationalists' foars spring from the ld=-point program
bmadnaat
% by the Viat Cong in September, which is rogwed-—wegapde—
thes m*erpm'&a as an all=out decleration of wor againgt the

newiy ulectfd_ amaﬁituttwal wwt&eaﬁoﬁ b;r President Kguyen
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Coptured Comnmist doouments would secn to indicate
this trond of eventa for 1968 is not far from wrong. The Communists
no longor apesk of & "sotal victory"=-i. o. niliterily “pushing the
imericnns into the sea,” Instead, they specify a “decisive
vﬁx viotoryt--selding sogother nilitexy attacks and e political-

coonemic uprising % coordinsted for o eritical momonte

o |
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Communist documents here do not speecify whether
thip decisive moment will enfold before or after ihe American
Prosidential elections in Novembers This is one of the two
pivotal questions the Communiat mey answer in 1968, with the
second quention being whether w they succeed or feil
in this coordinated campoigne -

lMore Reuter
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Thissiednt ocoordinated militery-political =k
.z Communlst strategy is a natural progression of past developmentse
n Decembar 20y 1960y the National Liberation Front for south

Vietnam—=commonly called the Vyet Cong=-was foumded by issuing
a virtuel daclarﬁion of war agalinel the pro-imericen goverment

In 3 1963, eight days after Diem was overthrom,
on November first, +the Central £om Committes of the Liberation

Front decided to fx ask for a coasefire e(md. to enter negotiations
such ap
with those factions that overthrew Diemy --cer—puretiv

the influential Buddhist priestsy and the militery juntae.)e This
negotintiony, which would have & paved the way for a coalition

on their termsy speocified as preconditions spsemdion a

withdrawal of American advisors, on end to "mopping up operations
which kill the people,” and a ?t curtailment of Americen economic

aide
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This docision of the Central Committee was ratified

—pmdmieiimn by the Front's sccond congress¥s In January, 1964,
but their proposed coalition never developeds

Their third congress—called a special or extraordinary one——

took place three yeors later in August, 1967, from which they

issued thm’l‘ thg;ir 14-901:;; programe This li=point program, is

A L Tl /e’

S4o-mriTohmTESTEEEy 1t is o deolaration of war ageinst
President Thicu in the same way that thelr 1960 progrem was directod

ageinat Diome
llore Reuter
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