" deepe
lansdale=-poge 1
septe 16, 1965

SALG(—=Bdward Ge Muu the Quiet Amorican in the quiet
politicel way here—-vhich mey determine thb future of Viet Nom,

In 1961, Precident John Fe Kennedy formally asked the retired
My Foree genoral to become Amdassader to Vietnam—~but the proposal
was rescinded vhen several tope-rankihg Cabinet members threatemed io
reciegn ﬁ’ the Lansdale eppoiniment was puah@d. throughs

Wow, four years later, Lansdale is the right-hend man of an
even more prestigious ambegsador, Hemery Cabot Lodges

officielly, the ST-year-old retired genoral is spociel assistent
to Ambassador Lodge and immediately urom his errivel, Lemsdele announced
his sole taks we task miﬂ support Lodge, Lodge officially appointed
Lonsdele, shortly after his errival, as the American representative
on o joint imerican-Vietnamose government committee to re-gain the villagers
in the ?19%:1:%690 countryaside,

(itore)
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The renown of Lodge in American politics, in the United Netioms
end in Burope is counter-balsnced by Lansdale's conver controversial,
glamorous end mysterious past in Asien politics.

= Lonsdaley with omokp dork eyes and acid face, was the
model for the legendary Colonel Hillendale, the famous ragtime kid
in the "The Ugy Ugly fmerican,” vwho hypnotized Asien villagors with
harmonica music, pelm-reading and o buny bushy red mustache, He is also
the model fmmxtim in Graham Greene's novels "Mhe Quict Americen,” the
neive college greduate who attempts to build a third power bloe im
Asian countries--cnly to be assassinated under a Saigon bridge.

But, oach of these intriguing and movie-star images of Lansdale
captures chly limited aspects of o men who is as complex and nebulous as
the politics of the Asien countries he has worked in during tho past
uuarter centurye ’

- (mowe)
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In the 1930's, Lansdale worked in the advertising business, and
acoerding to observers, “he wrote alot of copy and he nover forgot hows
k'aa@dw&mmmmwm:moph-

During the pre-war dayss, he was also & military reserve ofﬂeer
and during his summer camp traiming, he grounded himeelf in infentry
tactioss As an Ay Povoe genmeral, he probably knows as much about
seouting, patrolling end small unit actions as same ground commenderss

During Vorld Var II, he was assis assigned to Asis to work es
a gpocial assistant on intelligence matters "of a very complext and
sengd tive noture,”

A% the end of Vorld War II, he landed in the Philippines,
first in the counter-intelligence corps—"He's very woll grounded in
intelligonse=~=and later in the public relations field, In both arcas
homtemwthuﬂnﬁumoplemmmwmw,
post=war covernments }

Among his acqusn ecquaintances, was a young Pilipino Congressman

nomed Romen Magsaysey--"and they hit it off," Later, the young
appointed Secretary of National Defensow==ond

Congrecsnen was
it is often charged that lensdale beceme deeply involved in Filipino
politics to get him the poate
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Lator, Hagsaysay become Mawnt ag more thom 80,000 awmed
pro=~Conmunist Huk rebols virtunlly controlled evey the suburbs of Manila.
Langd=le vemainod Magsaysay's close friend end functioned as his
MoGeorge Bundy; the Prosident called him "Brother B;"™ during the
night if Mogeayoay thought of e pro was stumped by o problemy, he would
min%athemﬁm sit on the edge of lLansdale's bed and
they would discuss throughout the night the possible solutions,

(tore)



yeay-Lansdale A e give to the
Mmaleﬂ%aftﬁeﬁah&pwﬁaﬂghmwmm;
mpmmmmtmmfwwemmww
Joln the Hanila government end they would be given land,
mtarmmmmwﬂmwmm@a%maw
ﬁ%mmtwmmawmﬂdy » ,
“The fuks had & clear a&ﬁmﬁw an a.u:emxa‘aim
| with cone aignity," omo source explained, “Lomsdale, bho 5
ewm&easim& adver!:iw, vas a W pmmm W

, W ma periody iﬁm Americen ﬁm.ﬁ.m am
mmi@ eem me, working u&*ﬁh my&m
cmtemm alang eqmm:iaml m becane immaingly 4
- aware of &mmle mﬂuamaanﬁamtﬁaalafmwnmt v
of certein pemaam&w davalam& against Loansdoles

wppon ¥his point on, people divided into two campoes =

. they vere olther, totelly for Iansdale or vialen‘hly against

hﬁ.m, wlth a msaw m@ulam aid&zwm, 7 ‘one observer




| "He gsoon beca the kind of mevmm didn't
ignore. Once he decided to holp Hagsaysays ho played =
a no-holds=barred gano, and he was often accused of being ’
&mmxmmmm poldticeo." S
Ini%% mmmmwwm'mm
£wm§p¢m&uw; "ﬂswumbefwaw
tine, m%&%wmmfwmmmmmm, A
 acconding to veliable sources. ihon ho orrived in tho '
Soutls, Vietnemese politics were in @ shambless The eneny
‘was mot tho Communits—-who were retreating aftor tho Gamm
/Amema:&a ﬁo emm&‘b Hoxrth ?ﬁ.&%m‘ The imnmediate eneny

wao the Pronch. The French and Americans chared & cOmOn
mmamwmmmﬁmmwmmmw :
ewiem; mmmmeaawmmmw
governnont; the Amevicons wanted Ngo Dinh Dlem. ,
: "*mmammlmmwmmmznmm
wmm the perforuance of MEI%y '
';“mnﬁaa!.e m a progressive inflwma on mu
| m days of the Diem regime, were
W e@laimé. _®The French s.mm

The cloal an& dagper

mmw offlcors and tho French Degsiene Buveau would
MJWMIMMMMW, mmmm@tm
_on the streets of Saigon, payoffs to dlscidont 1@&&@%, %
mma&mt&m and amﬁwmﬁim;




i Iﬁns&ala-@age o .

Bﬁ.exa and Lam&ala won the fﬁ.mb mum of the
 battle; mt: Iaam;am is dapwﬁum :Z.n the narke

e Beeamﬁthﬁ.ﬁ ; . procod:
»';""mwmmm&mvmmwmmmﬁmmzmw

~ until in late October 1961, be accompaniod Gonorel Marwell

VVAB; wa.ar bo Yiotnanm on the fmuﬂ w.mim uhich later lead

o nassive Americen involvememts

= “mmmtmmwmmmMr of the

: ﬁw Waylw mission~~the last m on the plene and ¥

last men c»zx type of affolr, wm: all the protocol up fronts
pevored propriety and be :.m as quietly as ho m««m :

During this tize, President Kennedy zoportedly

o eckod hin to bocone Azbassad ®, but

~ adminiotration nenbers god10d to sgreo; DoV four yoaT

later, the advise of Vice-President lubert Humphry mwmm

‘mmmmx»mmmwmmaammmmw ‘

aggain %o Viet Hame
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“Se* mwhe‘ahmh. EaMmhahaBatmmw >
to hoe," one observer mmﬁm&s "He's the ab;}am of m&a&exz :
by the Amovicen militery who foar that b sleight-of-hands |
will seige some of their power. He's an unorthodox f&gxxm

in the niddle of a burea oracy 4s structures Ho is suspoctod.
' by the Contral Intelligence Agency as an operabtor garbe
~suspected by the American Foreiga Service afﬁci.am
because they Imaw he's a gau#i%l m&m&l as well as en

‘A:Lr Force gamxal, i He's suspected by ’me Vietnanese
'maucm%s because 'shay think he's lookiag for an nev
Hagoaysay and tm don't know who that ise To alot of
Victnamese hasy beens, Lensdale 1s a means ‘of coming back ,
into prominences To many peoples Lansdalﬂ spells wnm ‘
. m& @ couse of alarnms ,
| "He's working against mw af adﬁm “he roal
omm eta-‘wb thet will be the :mwt of
< mwma* ﬁamaxatoﬁﬁatmpmmtcwlw “
befawimgetaa@lm shot at the onenfs :
"Yietnen nw & bewilderingly m&w ballgane
and Lonsdale has come into the middle of its®
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