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SATO0N, AUGUST 2eellore tham ever hefore, the politics of the
Viotnem wer hos overchedowed the wer itself,
Prosident Lyndon Johnson's tough-line political eppraisal of the

. hattlefield pitustion here indicates he made o very orusisl cholee

in peleoting some faots to reveal m publicly at his imprompiu pross
sonference onrlior this wook, vwhile simultancously oovering wp equally
significant end ocubstantive evidence. ..

His public atatoment that 18 ovidence Hanel is moking
massive preperations for a new offensive in the South==undoubtodly truc=——
obsoures the equally significent current siu situation thet Hanoi, as of
lete Julyy, had withdrewn from South Viotnam a "large proportion™

of its North Vietnamese main force unite--poossibly up to fifty por cont
of its Ddipg-unit formationse This nilitary de-escalatipn--vhich
prodused the July lull im the big-unit ware-is openly damd hore in
offiolal, privete snd diplomntic oireless The July 1ull 46 0s apporant
so eryatal=balling preparetions for an August offensives

ssmore reuter
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%he President's cherp werning that the Amoricans wmight tuke

naddidional nililopy nEaEAYEE"
ia lawached is simply the counter-point %o en mumﬁ.lar m ‘option of his
ma king concessions to Hanoi in return for the July lulle-sn option he

if messures" if such a muﬂm&w

RO

ochose to digoard at this time.

Tho President's statement that North Vietnamese infiltrators
ave flowing into South Vietnam at & record level of 300 30,000 men
in July fusscs over the battlefield situntion that mm& wdts heve boen
unable to to £ind thems A4 an unprecedonted rete in the wery, Allled
forcos ave levnching smelieunit patvols, long-range patrols and reconnaissance
operations to find those bip-unid Pormationsbut without suscesse In
the twe morthormost northeysmost gr@vimaa a:h.mg tiw &mnmm
mone, for ozampley four Alded é&vfaimaim utamlly Mﬁ%
the jumgles and ¥ “?ﬁilﬁyﬁa 'be :?i.m %m old Horth Vietnemose valts or

now arzivale--bul mmutw eomwt. gemior sommenders thore Welfewo
heve told reporters they beliove several of the Horth Vietnenese divieions
heve withiresm scross the demsveation line.  Ono ‘Smie basic difference

is thet & southweyd flow ax 30,090 mon m mmth %J /wtmmw-
information probably MM Mg Mﬂ mmmw”ﬂ.a quite different

by ground

fm W m@ K e g X T
Ma tho precence of these infiltrators in the South, as distinet from
La oc or Canbodine

wamore rountor
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Pron m@ renote mm pointky A4t eppeore the President has
stiffencd hio denends for pease at the Peris conforcnce tables The
press roports roceived here indicetes that Vashington officisls heve not
publiely denied that Hanol hes wﬁ%ﬁr@ m ‘&m@p«ﬁ alotod
the wers But, Washington has mmz iw ma for de-encalation,
or "gerious rostraint® on the part of Hanoi in reotwrn for stopping the
bombing over Horth Vietnume

ne keoy remayk open to this interpretation here wan mede thin
week by Seoretary of State Deen Rugk vhen he told & nows conforence
thet what 1o important is "mot what happemed yostordey but vhat wAll
happen tomorrow, next weelk, m‘bmﬁu* In shoxt,; serioug
reatraint by M is not m s ourrent de-cscaletion of the

ba ttleficld wnr, but assurence ‘of not future rewescalotion s wells




zege oag
Jy nym
politics 4 (normass/deepe)

Vhile the Vashington officiasldom has not publicly denied
there has been o withdrawal of North Vietnamese forces from the South,
they have tended to obfussate this gﬁw&u Ma hw m‘zn done in
two vays—rofusing to i epeedfy publicly How substential the withirawal
heas been ond sccond Yo camouflage the IUHHEW
frequent predictions of another Communist offensive,

on the grounds One frustretingy and oSty nystifying eese of this
cocurred for correspondents covering the Vietnam visit of Scoretery of
Defense Glexk Clifford in mid-Julys Upon A@mg wminm m

aspetag prodicted o Communist offensive, wwammmmzw gources hm

were noting that the Viet Cong High Commend hed held & major policy~meking
session in eerly July--and that it would be at least six weeke before

they would be able to organise and imstruct their troops for the Cifen
onother-gffts offensives  Alsoy in Vashington, the “ecretery

mentioned a spisecble buildup £ of forcesm of eight or wm&bla ma emmw
divicions in the five northern jwovinoos, but ground e alts "
T6F%h Viotnamese hed venisheds Upom erviving incthe

gf the northern !waaqua m:rn;ﬁé” Mmg, the Secretary backiracked,

seid that North V&ammm had withdrewn “"some™ of their divisions
@ out of the :mcm m*"émm prodieted sn offengive, which caught the
hmd&.tma «me_sop mpoke of a Communint build-up of forces towards

saimjuzat at the time field commanders in the Salgon arod had specifically

been tolling correspondents the Commund ote were withdrewing from the cepitale
=anoro router
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‘:g E’k f”&’ﬁmﬂﬁw
Thia oBFAEErETor TP st e

KD
“high-level pronouncements oUteTEber-

% direct reports of field commanders lead ome veteram journalist to
conclude, "Something's fishy here« It's all to aaa& to got é.a't:aa for
the next offensive and the latest 18R infiltration figuress The

officials are setting up their own straw meni if the offengive comes

P«L.M.:MJ“' old you so, If the offensive

does not come afﬁ,xm shows the JUETPTYDT efi’wﬁwmss of the B=52 raids

off, they can say, ”

and the aggrussiveness of the ground troopse”

==more reuter
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This delicate mizture of what might be ealled low-iey nowe moOnagemen
end high-intensity pyeshologicel werfere has been a markod fenture
in relations botwoon the officialdem and the saigom pross corps here minee

the Moy offensives 2 At that diney the mmm “deoigion politiesl dosision
wag mado to inform the press sbout the impending mmMMmﬁm by &

Sownsatie shook, as mtm«wm P

@m is loet in the peyshologiosl uphesvel of e¥enm Lkrowing the Commumiste
can attock tho oltdes ot wille EHemee, with constent predicticns of an
offencive, come of the phy peychologicel oting is sepped from the
Communiot ntteckae Duty there are aleo other advantazess It koeps

o

i B

the Allied troops, espeeially the ?htamm, on their toes ol the
reourring MW m vhieh they ave order mw 160 por cent olert etatus

%g t dot %‘t an of fonslve is wovosnarily comingg—lut.that
Mmtm wmy &a not “ape theiy commenders do net Lnow mmmm@
when tha aﬁ"fmmw is coming. in ndditiony; as one Ameriosn officoy
explaimed, *I¢ tho AmcEYoan COMMARA offiolals keop predioting en offensive
every deyy them they just might be right sometime,"

s=nOre reutor
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The coolect head in the militery ovewl, Irom this ventag®d wia'&,
is Genoral Creighton Abrams, vho refuses to make & pm&&a%m % "l
roportedly remembers the fafaléty problems of prodiction et his e
prodecessory General Williem Wamxm\w&m«t Genoral Vestnoreland
is still prodicting.suothes.offencive now in Vashington, 1o mix prodicting
the time.when mm&m Johngon makes another

ﬁw, 3!1@% g O S S TIC

prediotion of & now Communist offensive,
nkupmmyhehraensmmeden: hichest levals militory aarﬂw md the

Seigon diplematic set are bogimming to spoosulate there may w& Mm
offonsive tatil the end of the yeare ‘There are iwo sohocle of thought

on thiss the provailing eme, with the.sbundence the prodominence of
militery ovidence; im that there will be another Commumist offensive,
probebly sometime im Apgust, and probebly directed at diotrict and provincial
this line of ronsoning

G%ﬁ capitals or %i@w# m‘-&; i ‘ s

nainteins Honei'ore respomines

barguining posttion o farther”
clectorales b, e G W
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51 é"ﬁéﬁjm togwpo sprout horo--and in
the highest nilitary oircles-~that:there <he possibility mwm

"I can toll you there is net ropeat mot goling to VYo another
Communiet offensive wntil Jomuary next yearw-shon the new Ameriomn
Prosident tohos offies,” the expoment of this view explaineds "Because
politically, the lest thing Honol wants is to create & Pearl Harbor
mentality in tho Unitod Statoss And seoond, militerily, thoy aze mot in
a position to hove snother §j major offensive. Mo withdravel of their
unite from the South is mekine a
a political virtue out of a military mecossitys There's nothing en
wo (the Allies) ocan foresee ot this time that would ceuse Hanedi to launch

an offengive ot thig timo."

==more routoy
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Those gomes of second=guessing Ho Chi !uh"ﬁ;i e v i s ys i)
influonced tho readimess of the nn%WGhmwmtwdmm
thrust upon thoms "W hope wo've kept all bets covered," &b one sourco

ymmwmwmmtwmmmme:ummmm
Mﬁ%@e@cmﬁmmmwmummm
enytime, Tho significant thing is mot tho MWM
MWmutinalmn@ttan - In thio onsey %w
WGQWIWMMWMMMMVQMWQQUW
bmmﬁtmammtponwwm, one held in early July
bymwmrouummmmwmmmmwm
MWGMMM@WI&M Liberation Front im mid-July. Buty
thus far, mammumwmamummmwm
ablo to disocover the Wdﬁoummmm
mommmmmmammpmmmmmtnw&
the next offensives

(Hemlcs Thanko for your querye T hope this sheds some light on the
matters I'1l try to cablo amother military story tomorrows I've airmeilod

you another pioos e pross corps here wes sovercly ridiculed for
over~writing predictions of a Jyly offensive end so my idoa is to be vory

cautious until 1t hepponse And vhen it happens, 1 suaspeot you'll be able

%o see the flemos in Bostoms Right now, there's 81l too much hysteria here
and too muoch official poopaganda to do otherwigee Rogmrds Dov)

=mond routor
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