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SAIGOl~~The United States and South Vietnamese
Navies have established a formidable "defensive blockade”
around the 1200-mile shoreline of South Vietnam in an
attempt to counter Communist infiltration by sea.

Operating under the code name of "Operation
%arkatkgme,“ the outer rim of this "defgnsive blockade"
inecludes more than a half dozen of the éﬂi radar picket
cscort destroyefs "filled with very exotic redar™, which
up until seven months ago had been used as the seaward
extension of the American DEW-Line stretching from the
Aleutisn Islands to Midway Island. These ships were
phased out of the Dew-Line responsibilities in June last

year and then transferred To operate off the South

Vietnamese coast.
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- The size and megnitude of the United Stabtds and
South Vietnamese Naval persomell and reépensibilitieé
are scheduled to mushroom even more dramatically during
the firs? six months of 1966. Military movements and
build=-ups are classified uatil they are completed.
Itééliable Nawal sources believe the “ﬁeﬁeﬂéive blockade"
~has been effective‘eneugh to prévent Communist sea o
infiltration of mén and weapons. Earlieﬁ,duying pggﬁﬂ-;
monthq these officers wvere debating whether the Havel
activities were actually effective, or whether the
Communist sea forces had been able to axibak invisibly
through the blockade lines. .
As of how, the elabofate Haval b%ockade consists
of ah outer ring of sezborne security \ ; miles from
the South Vietnamese cossty an inner seqxgﬁg% r%§§§#2ﬂr2hﬂf@f2

Coastal TouKg=—=NALE 2 BRI
Letnanese o United States Navy and Coast

of South
Guard operating near the cosst and a 24-hour-a-day airborne

2Jﬁ¢N%§+uNE',/
patrols OT |5EEDl T which are packed full of highly

sensitive electronic géar for the detesction of metallic

hardware, oR [/anclem’ He Ll U)UN‘KS.
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"To date we have found little evidenc} of iiinﬁltmtioh:
a;btempts since Operation Market Time wes instituted,? Rear Admiral
Norvell Gs Werd oxplaineds ¥ Operation Market Time was ®m imitiated
Merch 24, 1965, Reaer Admirel m Ward "wears two hatis" as chief of
the United States Navy Aavisory Group, assisting the Vietnamese
FVavy, and as Commender Coastal Surveillance Force, wiliéh are
the American components Q enforcing the defensive ‘blockade arounmd

South Vietnam,

(More)
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"T don't say there have been no attempts (of
Communist sea infiltration) or that we have discovered all
the attempts,“ the Rear Admiral continued. "But we are
approaching a point where we can say that if they are
attempting it, we should detect it"

The chief American Naval officer in Vietnam said
that in some cases ships of Operation Market Time had
apparently thwarted infilbration atlempis.

Early this year, a foreign fishing trawler of
150 tons capacity, approached the South Vietnamese coast.
When the allied ships began “tracking" it, the trawler
"turned around, went back to sea and disappeared into
Chinese Communist wabters," the Naval officier explained.
The trawler flew no foreign flag, but a Chinese Nationalist
flag was painted on the side of the bridge. Naval authorities
discountéd that the flag and ship actually represented

that country;
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"One of our mogt difficult jobs is to try to separate
fact from fietion," % Rear Admiral Ward explained. "In the past
several monthafi;we've been trying to determine the number of Vietnamse
junks at sea, Sevgral years ago 54,000 junks had been fEEéﬁi%a
licensed by the Vietnamese government——but then wé hévqko guess
at how many additiomal junks were at sea in a cersain day, We
are just begimning to a certain degree to ascertain these facts
so we can base our operations om: these factors. We really don't know
what mekes fishermen go to sea on one day and stay in port the next
daye. There's a'éigw distinet variation im the type of fishing
junks with no apparent reasom for it.& This is the intangible
thing we're working with.

y &cﬁﬁgﬁr’
acquire the BUoTise: Brovistics statistical data necessary
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In the next = several@@pnths we will
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The Renr Admiral explained that the build-up of U, &% Naval
forses-~planned eight months ago--is stilll evolving,

"It's taking almost a year to got all the resources in
the area," he explained: "It will tzﬂcﬁn%s several more months
in time, We can't wave that %;j magic Went and ha\jethe fox;cas on
the scenes In some cases, we didn't have the proper type of
eraft for cloge ;nmshore patrolling--and they are still on the
production line, This is what has taken time..»“

(Moze)
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ALy miimalled, T3 - oot o/
Us S Coast Guard cutters have been placed under

the operational command of the Us S Navy for saturation sea
patro@ing z at the 17th parallel bordering North Vietnam and
in tke‘% Thailand % in an attempt %o counter pessible
sea infiltration from ﬂo Cambodise. The cutters arrived
in Vietnem waters & last July wearing the standerd coat of
white paint, which was quickly changed t0 steel grey, "because they
could be spotted too easily in the moonlight with their white
™ golor,” according to one Naval officer.
The sending of the U, S, Coast Guard to Vietnam brought
some @pretests from American Congressmen, who believed that
5Py their departure would vosken the Cosst Gua$d capabilities

-

within the United Statese
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