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SATOON, AVRLL 0w ”” e wRUES Sgmy A JITTRREe Viet Cong
N eAR g B Lrai PeRsap iy (PAYA—AS Y

lolitic“T""BM&YEEE?TE??”oth to a dusty, remote Vietnomese government

police post more than tyenty qiles north of the eapita1—~and thus
AL 7 A fn 5,

become the mcﬁtxfib ' turnooat known to date in the Vietnam war,

FANA

Surp:ssing even the Hollywood thriller suspense of Alfred Hjtchocock
and Jemes Bon?*/the Viet Cong officer simply revealed vast portions
of an imminent Communist plan to laumch a military ektrévaganza against
Snipon even more spectecular then thei® surprise Tot offensive. The
prodigious batile plan revealed by the commissar celled for the ’
cyad® o uivalent of at lesst one and half divieions. (15,000 men)--and
possibly ¥ two and half divisicns (25,000 men)msﬁiat Cong converging
to nasault Saigon snd its outskirts, orchestrated with artillery and
rocket attacks on ammunition depots, gesoline tonk farms, the
Americon embassy and militory billets, the Amcricon miliﬁary:;bmmanﬁ
the Vietnumecse Preuidential Palace and High 3

and Saigon'gs alrport,

Commande
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The resuliing militery fireworks would have r¥@¥o ricochetted
politically eround the worldy especially M a tim when wmingtm

apé Hanoi wore ﬁwdlmke& oh & mecting site “or peage tolka, The
rovelotione of the Tiet Cong commisser indionted that if the Commumints
had susceeding ip lounching and implementing therir large=-nocnle battle
pl:»aﬁ, mshington would have hod 191 leet so mﬁh of ita beargﬁsim
paaitsén,} 44 would heve had littlo te talk about with Henoie
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The Viet Cong political commissarg

defected on Frid'ay, April 19--and since then, Saigon has been s uapended
~7L_.—f;§ R ‘ +~?¢_,, v»— ‘

'

e e :
stat frenzied state of pfindem umg @xpgcted

to continue until at least May 19, the =¥l birthday of North Vietnzmese
PFEIL President Ho Chi Minh, After his defection, the commissar was
transported from the police post to Bien Hoa, the corps headquaricrs o
twenty miles north of Saigon, and thea to Saigon, where Vietnamegme
interrogators immediately began to glean information from him, The

government interrogators ifiR degid < ¥he Mg«-y?'*r-old Cmm%fat was not a

hoax and that his information had Hipped them off 2bout ﬁ impending

Comnmunist offensives On the Vietnomese government side, several significant
things happened immediatelys all Vietnsmese forces in the Saigon area

Wwere_ plﬁced on alert, m with one hundred per cent confinement to barracks,

/"ﬁ“'r.'f-v
Y Vietmmese troops were rushed into the S saigon defense perimeter,

governmment employees got wind of the scoop and began telephoning their

friends to stockpile rice, milk,

cooking fuels and other necessities.

Then, government sources leaked (
to ﬂ ?’ie?n me}ge and Vestern corresrondentsi r%Lf the ce}gn?iggax'ﬁ defcatéon ‘&’
and the for imminent attack on sﬁ Seigong llater cTTmre climaxed

by similar S am'g"n"{&wr9gqupcemants to EB;B press b;f/bhe vietnamef;e Prime Ministe:
Nguyen Ven Loc, and 4?1’631«1&131: Nguyen Van Thleu.
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Hot until the following Wednesday, five days later, did General williom
Cs Westmorelend's Americon Militory Assistance Commend (MACY), swing inte
actions /Americcn interrogators, aided by lie detectors, alse placed
credence in the Cemm commissarts story. Alerts to Americon forces
were immediotely issueds ?& Weapons were issued to headquarters officers,
American civilian govermment employees were told to stockpile two wecks
of rations, some military officers were ordered to sleep overnight at the
6@ large military commend complex, onlled Pemtagon Easty Americon
billets were ploced on 'whi}zef alert.

MACY 4 also reperted%had asp special operation to find out just
who had leaked he story to the press. @a But, the commend failed; for .
while ' CV wanted the story kapt secret so that the Viet Cong would W

e Mfor the attack, the Vietmsmese government

sources wis deliberately feeding $ more and more information to the press, L@
e, eIl ‘ ‘

these sources argued that the 1 politicalepsychologie~l shook of another

Viet Cong assault into s&am—-@ even if the Communists lost huge numbers

of men--would outweigh any militory geins.
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Buty while M/CV officinlly was trying to squelch lesks to the
preass sbout the expected imminent attock, its headquorters officers
were tipping efr. their friendss about it, the within hours the word had
swirled «m& all the way down to the level of uin1~gk1rtea Amﬁgon

& L 2 F
,‘-«-..._»"'

3@3:@3&1193. The most open secret im Saigon ”‘m through ‘comm nd ~nd
W tho citye later, ﬁ Brig. Gene /* sidle, Gener:l
vostmorclanits officer in churge of public informetion, gove s sketehy
briefing of the impending ntiack to several dozen correspondents, but the
briefing wis “off-the-record,” mesning it could not be published. The

Christisn Science i‘ﬁ onitor was not presents
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Viotnrmese intelligence sources list @ the commissar's nome &8
Pron Von Dec=Dec means "achievement'-—and his codensmes as € Ho No. 8 ond
Honoi Noe 8 But the e scmi~officicl Vietnam Press identified him s
Colonel Tom Ha, ond he was still later identified as m Colonel Phom

Yan 'I‘hzmh. It is not unusual for ﬁet Cong omoars te agcrue & number of

alicwaes. Vietn: W Proas tsmaé. him “the most high

%@ rericing V¢ egent who hes ever rallied to the matiocmal onuse,”  ond

the nows -esse®e cervice bestowed him with the rank of colenely but other
officinl se@sm=. gources said that since he was a politiesl, = ther than
milit“r:& § officer, he hald only the equivalent rank of lieutenont celonels
Two other Vict Cong % licutensnt colonels have proviously defected to

the Vietnimese govermment~-but none bringing W pinpoint intelligence
information as semeseenl sencatiomal as the Communist battle plon for Seigome
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A

The sourees seid he was the politicol coffiBnND commissor OF the
Viet Cong 9th IFFTHIOMY Division, based northwost of Seigon, ond deputy
politicol commissar of sub-commond 4 of the T=700 region, a new emy

e —————

controlling (F™EPE¥ nilitary and politicol cotivities in Saigon and
surrounding provinces, opereting directly umder the Viet Cong high command,
cnlled COSVN,

Thf; \cwé;ﬁsiasar, aged 49, was x@ reportedly born end raised
in Binh Dinh province of central Vietmam. The son of a middle-class family,
he #Z comloted roughly the equivalent of junier high school, and then

o~ f { .
sioynhd

in 1947, he joined the pro-Communist Viet Minh to fight the Fremoh

during the French Indo-China VWars

=wpore reutor
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The fmasa two ‘reasons he gave for his defecion defection were
1’ roportedly highly persomsl omese First, he scidy, he knew alot of
oivilicno bvd beon killed or wounded in saigon during tho Tot offensive—

"0 : 0, ,tt&ck would bg evwme for the civilions becouse
of tho §heﬂvy weapons bombordments fgxamea ‘auring tho BtUiGk. He offl

snid he couldn't teke it any mores his morale hraka; and he hoped if"
that by ¢ %—Gmning to the govermment a:lde, he could foil the plan and the
Communists would not attacks The second reasond’ was much more of a
long-stonding grievonce~-the Commumist Party gove preferentinl troatment
to ToTETRE-0To55 oodre from the working-clase &P over those of ST
middle~class status, such as himself, Homce, he a’% said, Colonel Hoeng
Cam hod been given command of the Viet Cong 9th Division beciuse he o me

from = working class o] family, but when Dae was a maw:cm wag &13 8 /5

licutensnt ©nd now Cam had risen much faster. Colonel Cam msfkilled

as his units withdrew from Saigom during the Tet period, Dae saildy and other
Viet Cong officers are now diagnmﬂe&bmm 'l;hey are being ¥ severely
eriticised, ©=nd some roplaced; bec use their units suffered such heavy

cosualties during Tets :
==mero reuter
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The Communist timotsble for the exeouting of the battle plen was
imprecise, but the commissarts information was detail}ed. enough to give
Allicd intorrogators rough estimates €m The commissay said
the first orders he received g from the Viet Cong omnd were that

tho nssigned umits should be Toedy to move by Anei 16, _but that, as of

R ey 0 S s

ppril 19 when he iTY, defected, mo exact daote for the sssault had boen
&mmitted dovm to the field echeloms. He wouessed” the attock might have
mlaat weck=end, but if not, he thought it certeinly would come
befgie Moy 19 @& a@ ped-letter Communist holidaye Ho oadd tﬁ /0me
em as«igned unite alrondy had “advance party" omoera and xmx
formard lq‘ﬁ obsezvers for artillery inm tio evces in ‘which their umits
were to mOVOe -Some observers here believe that while Dac's information
mey have tipped Hne Communists timetahlo,‘ @::ey no longer need the element
of surprise, which ihay‘uf}}.imd m\m ciuﬂng the Tet offaf;?%vg}g )

and that if they ahau?.;i attack when the Allies slrcady are th
they may be able teo goin even more psyshological shock than otherwisece
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The battle Aalan revecled by the commissar iTVe included both vague
o ﬁ 2 oAy
and precisg

his belicve that the spearhesd of the saigon attack would be started by

tions The vague, mmimd information concerncd

o division of Communist troopers mow resting in the Plain of Reeds area
southwest of Saigom, mneor, if not on the other side, of tm,Qambodiag
T EOovn DAL yﬂ Y

border, &% or only thirty miles M“’?ﬁ‘""‘*-w

lie sa:\d he hed heaxd sbout this division, which would use Lin Piao's

g closest polnt O OO

santios 0allod "BonmTapi—run-cttack—to race from the Cambodian A
area to Saigon in o matter of hours, ond then attacke Buty he r;%

aaid, he had only mmrd about th:/i‘@ division, and since he it was outside

of his 1’% area of © he could not confirm this informetions

=emore Trouter
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fioad e NS
fis other /information wes more precises The battle plan he knew of

gnoluded the use of at least six infontry regiments-——one and half divisionge-
plus ome hesvy-weapons regiment. The latter consisted of onc battalion
of 28 tubes of ¥ 122 mm, rockets, one battalion of 57 and T5 mme recoilless

rifles »nd one. battalion of ‘82-mms—morsers, These hoovy weapons battolions

wore to be used HUI north-northwost of Scigon to harrass

imericon infontry units ond installotions running from the fringes of Tan
gon Nhut Adrbase to the Iron Triangle thirty miles awaye

The infantry rogiments included the 271 and 272 of the
Yiot Cong 9th Division, —the 10lst Regiment of the Viet Cong Tth Division,

the 274th of the Viet Cong 5th Divisiom, the autonomous Dong ?,@i
AR A DT e
waas to a6t

Regiment, -nd the 88th North Vietnemese Army Regiment *
ﬁ;,_.-/

as a rescrve outside of S igon while lying in ambush position along

provineinl Route 8, @#8r geographicelly running through rubber plantations

between Chu Cu Chi and Binh Duong and militarily running through the

operntional arcas of the U, S, Army 25th Division and lst Division, which

might be expected to travel the road to reinforce Saigone
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i

In sddition, six Viet Cong authomo autonomous battalicns from the
Gia Dinh 551% the province surrounding Saigom, wore to be used along with
the 125th sapper and reconnaissance battelion of the F-100 regiment, . which
attncked the ‘merican Embassy and other installations during the Tet

offensive.
Dac seid the four of the six mrinforce regiments had withdrawn

into the jungled Iron e Triangle ares, shortly after the Tet offensive,

e

where they had undergome rest, reconditioning, retraining, oriiei

oriticiom and self-criticism sessions, brainweshing, reviews of lessons
R Rk

learned and had received replacements for their Tet losses, They were now
‘ o A

Theser kegimentsy, under the direct command of Cpneral Tren Van Tre of
v 0SVE),” were now ready to attack

agein, the defector saide ’
He sadbnid the 272 Regiment of the 9th Division wee to dxive down

to attack Vietnam's biggest boot camp =t Quang Mg, on the fﬁne;es
of Tan Son Nhut airbase, while the 10lst Regiment of the Tth Division

was to speorhead the drive into the aifbase prepers The 27lst sister
regiment of the 9th Division was to reinforce its sister regiment during the
GQueng Trung battle and then both were to smash into Saigon proper. If
necessary, the 88th North Vietnomese Regiment would steal out of its ambush
pogition to reinforsce the two regimenis at Tan Som FNhut airbase, Dac saide

==more reuter
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o Bottalions of the 274th Rogiment of the Viet Cong Hth Divigion

oedtnnrily based in Phuoo Tuy provinco, heve alrondy moved into Tau Due
district, from vhich their total 500 mon would leumch their attack,
the sourses solde

Inside the aﬁ' outakirts of “nigon, these infontry regiments
ol b shiilby i guided by the Gl Dinh sutonomous battalions and the
local Dong Ngel regimont~=the homotown cadre who knew the terrain and the
peoplo outside of Saig vm,wand who in turn would also concentr:te
on spocific terzets in the fringes of the city, especcially ‘IO
Vietrrmose .@ government distriet oapitols in Gia Dinh province ond

ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁ?oﬁt@%ﬁ end instellationse
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One spocial feoture of the assault come from other informed
sourcesy who reported that the North Vietnamese Army had stationed
a regiment of armored vehicles across the Cambodian border lateral to Saigon.
Other sources seid simply thet Nerth Vietnamese armored specialists
wore based therc=-and thot during the ground assault aftoimp: oattempts
would be made to' scise control of Vi{etn mecse government T armored vehicles,

which the N rth Vietmmese would then drive into 4 Sadgone As inoredible

as the plan sounded, @ imericon sources said the Communists during the
Tot offensive had a similar plam—-to seize the Vietnemese soverrment armor
ot Thu mc distriot--and then use it in turn to capture other armored

vehicles to,move into Saigons The plan ﬁ’ feiled during the Tet ottacke

but it has Im'f to glving @ gimilar information credence ot this time.
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The V@&cow ape knowe-o jo be ecarrying out extensive propagonda
among Vietn mese Armor and artillery untos Bofore Tet, o mumber of
nit 1 Vietnamo 50 2

Viet Cong agents would culled out of th® armor
unit couth of Saigomy oand in the Mekong Delta during the Tet offensive
several Vietnomese govornment trecked vehicles defected to~the Viet Cong side,
only to be destroyed later by ﬂﬁ airpowers

Reliable sources here believe to the Communists would seek three
possible military objectives by the launching this new offensive, an
offensive they oall the "third wave," The first wave was the ground assaults
during Tety the second wave was the rocket snd artillery barrages whiclh
£01107.d country=vide in Februawy and Meroh ond tho third wave woUTE
may involve both ground asedllis and my indirect weapons bombardmentse
The Communiot optimum cbjoctive would be the oifiiltacn simultancous ground
attock and artillery bombardment ca coordinated countrywide. The
secondy loso ambitious objective; would be to use artillery and rockets to
hit keoy instellations and buildings in the center of the ﬁ sedgony, ond :
possibly other cities as wolly while using their ground assaults only
to aweep olean the government presence in a five or six ﬁ;’)mila radius
outaade aach urben centers Toe least ambitious objective would simply
wipe out a@ selected, strategic outposts of government ¥ trocps,
who will not scoommodate with themy, without necessary assaulting on the

ground the government-held towns and citiese
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The political ob;;eotivaq, or reﬁ%@s pu;uatable ¢
reperouscionsy would be to indiwene 1nf1ueme7the' oéurae of n@u
vashington=-Hanol peace tnlkay on the e{@ diplomatie front. fptornsliyy
idwmewe the militory oftemive, if wcoeasfum wfﬁl}' @ deteriorate
t@ the onti-Communist e;pirﬂ gin tha urban centers, weaken the government
and also enhance the prestige of the

’r‘\f

PR ‘/"" n f"‘_"/'
nwfnapimd orgenization cnlled the Allismce of M

N

Fational Domooratic and Pence Forces of Vietnome
(Hanks I hope you ecnm print h¥-this as soon as possible,

since 1’ CV still thinke there will bemlan attack on May 1, though I've

tried to ply down the specific 3 datose I've cancelled by Kien Ho®™

trip for todny, but em trying to 1FERTESY fot up interviews in the Delta

for this wock-ond, RupmmsEsmmmgm I'1l try to £11¢ tomorrow on the now

Poce Alliances Regards BoV)e .. 4 rotuor
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