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SAIGON, aUGUST 19=~Widespresd Communist sround and indirect firepower

£ .,

attacks has ¥ o eg & fairly stiff ripple of militery activity here=-but
not repect mt‘[:% cupecied third wave of an of'fensive,
Americen officisls hers are still reserving opinions of vhether
the week=end rippling of stiffer fighting, bresking the two-monthwold
ground 1lull, is even & prelude to the long-predicted tidal WAV STl
The -mmperc  expectation here hed been that the gr@&icta@iﬁoffensim would
- %

“GWe drive more vizorously into the major citics—rothe hugglng‘%ae
Vivtmemeso Victnan's fragile So fronticra.
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In private, however, several opinions

prevail before any essisx concrete = pattorn has yet been establisheds The

firgt-—and predominant view——is that attacks along the borders are a divesmon

dimiwien for the W biwr future battles around Saigon, Hue end other

f &% o St et
citiess We Gommmista would temporarily revert to their old bordex

stra “tegy of last fall, in en attempt to siphon off Allied troop

concentrations Ifrom tne more populated arcas.
fw \.‘ )

Some intelligence souroes;belim that the Communists

are attempting to open up their corridors of infiltration smd to 1 . ;

|} g

‘extend their suthority over anmemesmeexp 2 wider area of tho ‘W@%@‘f*ﬁ.
For example, ‘on August 12, a decoded Communist message from units outside
the greater Sé,i gon perimeter complained that Communist troop movements were
difficult and slow because Allied forces were too sctive around the larger
citiese "So we must piﬁ dovm by mortaring and rocketing the enemy aleng

our gef corridors of infiltration," the message stated.
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A sesond private opiniony expressed by some officialgy 4o that
the Communists will simply continue to nibble at exposed arcas of the
countryside, such as along the borderlines, while meintaining 2 congtant,
but lower-level of astivity countrywide,.

Just what, if anyy political connection the bresking of the

ground=war lull hag with either the Peris peace talks or the upcoming

oo rasmt V2

Democratic conventiom is hard to assess heres ¥ The independent

BEnglish-lenguage "Seigon: Daily ﬁem" : aeemd te pmmm & rather
4 e
\,& ulgf;e assessmen¥ ‘wji;a ed.ita:{-ial anmm&tary omw ﬁhe end of the lull,
R ”!hese attacks should end the controversy whether or mot the

,‘./4}

ammiats have showm m@raﬁf} have withdrawn some of their troops

back to their side of the seventeenth parallels Prosident Johnsom

has been correct to put the number of communist .tnﬁltia%ra at 304000

for July.# In/gmtrwpwﬁve the controversy was a loss of time,

The sommunists are still very much om the war pathy they still eling to the
policy of fighting while talkingsesslet us not forget that the terms of

Paria not only reflect, but will slso be

48 of any settlement in FiFs
agreed to on the basis of the reglities on the battleficldecss

nBitter fighting is shead and the communists have not oo
abandoned their plan to attack Saigonm because they believe if Seigon falls,

the whole country will fall as 2 ripe plum,"
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_frof LE MAERLD: ;j
Within a vy TR

i mted two internal politicel interpretations of the ending of the lull.

- political sense, Vietnamese sources

The first is thot the Communiste are ade attempiing to commemorste the ' &
August 19th revelution which took place in 1943, when the Communiat-led

elenents seized power from tho defoated Jepanese at the end of g

World Wexr II, : 2 6 pdim For internal psychological purposess
ot
Vie%namese %urées&‘the Gammunists may attompt to play up the importance
s a..,

5 1B, o ‘f«" ‘ o }/{‘ Li ,_/ ,‘L. ( ;}“:.ft—"}"’*'\ {

vef that anniversary gx‘

\—s__#’ twenty three yeers agoy Presgident Ho Chi Minh was named President
—~-

of tha Gﬂimtr#. R S R G R
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More significant, however; Vietnmmese sources note the concentration
of ground and fire nttecks oi in Tey ninb provinee (12 attecks in a thvoe
hour period om Sunday evening) plus infiltration of bands of Commumicts
into the pmm:ﬂsl #a@imi of Tay Ninh oity, 60 miles northwest of Saigons

ww Hink euy mm;éwti«; "Holy :Seeh -autno sutonomous "Holy See®
of the pwe powerfild Coco Dai chursh, & Vietnamese-styled Q@ militenty

st thim ﬁ Buddhien, Confucisniom, Troisme

Cao Dai ohurch=-188,000 churoh membors out of &

provinee b e
totel population of 295,000 e Oreat Tomple of the Cao Dai religlon=
a huge garrish odifice fmwmg &n@aaa mﬁ aﬁz:.w mmam amaﬁimm

7¢w~ %

&

is a)gp also looated 1w the. provinses
Tiroughout Vietnam, some two million Gao Daiists lock to Tay Winh

srovinse=—and to the OGreat Temple in the Holy Seew—as their holylande
Andy, for some time the politics of the Cav Dad church hae been very,

very shaky, Victnemeos sources sey.
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Throughout Vietnam, the leadership of the Cao Dai chureh is

o congidered fragnented 1nto thiﬁf_‘kem separati!% mtimea feu@ing
Pl N i M ?”":‘“ ?M ’ o v

"’“’CM"‘:,M?" ,.»,%;r”

factions. -JiiE But,
of Tay Ninh province itself., Im genersl, Tay Ninh province has
nominally been pro=-govermment, especislly since the fall of &
Prosident Ngo Dinh Diem in 1963, Diem #me hed erushed the religious

army of the Cao Dai in the mid~1950s.

Hqﬁeveﬁm_mxdbr the surface, the
- anti-government wing of the Cac Dai church had been quietly vying for
power, These elements include church leaders who are now residing in
Cambodiag they elso include pro-Communists, pm-nautmlist@ a,nﬁ e

P i A b A }j 1‘ M
pro~Eemeh French elementss For some time, nationalist) Cao Bai :

lesders feared that the Communists would attempt to attack Tay Ninh
city=—and if it could be held long enough-~-the pro-govermment church
leaders would be driven from the provinces About 2 month agoy
when more Communist sabpteurs and agents were noticed in the eitys

these pro-government lemdems Ceo Dai leaders pleaded that the &efanse# j o
o TR L o y

AL G (R A4 ~/ .»i Y

in 'khe province be gtrengthened. Buty the Allied amm&s ha:ra"}
MM ‘bean forced ta aanmmtrate their troops outwards from Salgony

;-’ el “““( hM!

leaving awiicRsesl IR mﬁlitm vaouum in the fringe areas like
&) ;‘ g

Tayninh, During m manth M Communist pressure was building up

P'S
in the province, some of the pro=government church lesders did flee to Salgony

o S —
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¢ Afﬁg, (ngi::rnff%‘ %ﬁ):)year, one of the pro-govermment Cao Daiist leaders,
elderly Lam Van Tet, was announced as having Jjoinged the alleged pro~Comnunist

Alliance for National, Demooratic and Peace Forces of Vietnams

It would be a orippling blow to the Vietnamese government at this
time if ¥F it lost even the nominal support of the Cao Dai church——
and the nominal, though unrealistie suppert it claims to give the
government through ite two millionm ¥ followerse Also, in the light
of peace #¥¥r negotiations, American intellectuals and political
seientists have generally locked up the Cao Dai church as @ blos vote of

which would mmftmedminzagan allow am

¥
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t

anti=-Gommunist suppor by

e tuesiv

P the Communists without the inevitability of o

L

Communist teke—~over.
Rty heeevers %3 iv"“)»‘w?‘n tsmj, ﬁﬁusetion for the future is
b i 3/;,;5 £0, 678 :

e

acgommodation

e s 2 ; ]
whether the Communist attacks in e provinge——and the eressfire . 4

TS in the pookets of fighting in the oity itself-—will soften
anti~Communism of the Cao

the anlEEamaumsmrer
B&%ﬁs‘kﬁg»;ﬂ
i
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