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SAIGONAﬁiet Cong financial cadre have reportedly told

their taxpayers "this is the last year you'll have te pay taxes to us.
"Next year, you can pay your taxes to the coalition government
in Saigon.”
The Viet Cong tm'collectors, who also serve in
agitation and propaganda activitiesy, did not specify whether the
“"coalition govermment" would be set up through a negotiated settlement

or through bigger battles favorable to the Communist sides

(More Reuter)
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However, their overt propaganda offensive with:ufg the
governmont~controlled szones and contested arcas appeared t0 be in step
=k with widesprend intornational discussion about peace talks vwhich
night result in a "coalition govermment” of some sords
, The {15# Cong tax collecters collectors also invited their

| tazpayers to viedt their "liberatod areas" during ding their

upcoming seven=day lumer mew year truce and tmk% pains to explain
about the much—discussed l4=-point progren issued in September, outlining

their political posture in the Souths
The Communinst cadre evidently believed §b the businenemen, Who

Eifevs Yeutor)

are not necessarily their supporters, wouldbo be

ppy to hear the war

o

_piroucttes

would be settled one way or another; instead,
of cither bclggézr fighting or & J ngonlition govermment” generally

the non=Communist mercantile set into undiluted panice

(More Router
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The Viotnomese vaxpoyors SmEmrna reolated this

report after paying their &‘1967 ennual texes to the Viet Congs
These taxpuoyoers, iml%inﬂ included factwry owners in Cholong

the Chinese-populated twin-city of Saigomy rubber plantation cwners

in the provinces and other businessmen. Those sources said the Viet Cong
were colleoting tazes at spproximately the same rate as last yoape

but w to_bo emphasizing collecilions at an carlior date.

In prous yoorsy Viet Cong tax colleciions, widespreed throughout

Vietnom including the eities, wore mode in January and Februeryj

but the collections for 1967 arc being made in the {irst m two weeks
of Janurry, The souwseds said this would presumably eive the Viet Cong
oG .,;i::;fi;. FrprmrnT face-to=-face propaganda banaﬁts; ‘befoz;e }he

)

2 et of o b gt
luner nov yeor begimning Jenuery 30--a time when Viotnemese -@f visit

gile frontlines and political

irrespective of fzc

amaiéer&ti“mm
(Mcre Deepe)
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The sources said the Vjet Cong & colleclors gave the
improaosion thoy were confident of their predictions of o "coalition
goverrment® next year, Thoy also gove the impression the Viet Cong
maintoined o formidable "shadow govermment® in South Victnam and that
their orgonization had ploaty of monoyes

Govornment intelligence sources alse have reported
the Tiet Cong scemed to have plonty of ourrency, ﬁfé they ere suspected
of gotting gonerous gifts of both South Vietnamese riastres and heawd
smx® forcl m ourrensy from Commmist bloc comtries as part of
a m foroign »id prosrams Gevernnent sources also suspeot
the Viet Cong are setting up their om businesses on the outskirts of
saigon ond, in other oases, are supplying large im percentages of cepital
for non-Commmict businesemen to esteblish luorative DESIAETEN businessos.

(more Reuter)
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Businessmen in the Sigon area reporded thoir ammurl Viet Cong
toxoe for 1967 woere roughly ten per cent of their net proiits—about the
es the tezes for 1966; this tax level is lower then in the countryside,
rrommably becouse the Vict Cong are atterpiing to woo the wrben dwellers,
os well 29 oulling econeomic intclligence on Vietnemeoo governmcni and
fmericen mctivitics and planes

Ir the couniryside, the annurl tax rote for 19€7 was

reroried to bo forty per cent of the nst prefit of the business enterprise,

(tiore Reuter)
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The anrwal Viet Congte annual tex is only one of a maltitudes
that Vietnomese pay throughout the yenrs there is alco a monthly taxm,
@v gonerally pedd the first fifteen days of cach month; the nomes
of those unede-peging refusing the pay are turned over to Viet Cong
essassinntion scueds during the last fifleen days each menth, »eliable

sourcoes reporte Transportation taxes along even major roads, cenals
g colleeted throughout

end some rivers are also imm
the yoars
The Tiet Cong mointein & highly personalized Internal

Revenue scrvice of sorts, with a Comunist men, women or youngster
% £ ~ :

calling at thewl;;mei of the tagaam axxd personally checking the

A W
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