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SAIGON=~~Anerican policymaekers may soon reverse theixr fjiiar
position and allow the consistent use of non-lethal qgi riot control

tear goses on the Vietnam battlefield, reliable sources indicated todaye.

(Hore)
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The gaaf.iasun, whioch caused mmx sensational headlines and world-wide
consternstion in late March, again broke into the nows this veek
when 2 U, Se Marine Corps vattalion sommender countermanded nilitary
orderas and uased tear k gag--~vithout suthorization-~to flush out

nearly 400 Vieinamese women and shildren from Viet Cong tunnels

near the coagtal city of Qui Nhon, 250m miles north of Saligons

(More)
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An official militery ihVGstigation is currently underway to determine
whether the Marine Corps battalion ommander; Lte Cole L. Ne Utter,
deliberately broke military orders s?ﬂ specifying that tear gas would
not be used on the Vietnam battlefield without authorization from i

the of
higher hesdouarters. American mill tary sources indicat;_t)ﬁa:? Goneral
William C, ‘-““esmoreland;ﬁx commander of Military Assistance Commond
in Seigon, would have been necessary %o authorize the use of the tear
gas-~and that he would have had to obtain approval fram higher headquartergg

in the Pacific command in Honoludu and possibly from the Pentagon.

(More)
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"This Marine colonel may turn out %o be a hercy," one reliasble

yod FE & #5 ot i

in this tom (Saigon) wants to

aux source indicateds "Every

use non-lethal gas.® (Source 1)

Another reliable source explained, "this Marine colonel incident
may make it possible for the Administration to rpd row back from their
former stand ageinst the use of police control gasgbs here. But there

has been no rowwback yet.
"But if in several more weecks anotaer battalion commander
accidentally brecks the order, and several more weeks later another

breaks ity pretiy soon the outside world will accept it as a normal

4 R
OCCUTENCS (SOU.I‘GG 2).
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when the Associated Press repbrta& the use of non-lethel gas
in Vietnsm late March, the story caused e world-wide sensation-—and
a considerable number ofmadq headaches in Washington.

*I'd rather lose the war rather than EZANX Use gas," one
high-renking Administration officialk reportedly ammmEm gaide "I'm
not going to go through that againe There's something about the ord

ges that we can't understand." (sourco 3)e
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The highest renking Americen military officials here, speaking
in private, openly opposed the Administiration's position end were bitter
that ;gf‘f:usi;ing;ton officials had failed to handle the "flap" well enough
; Mo Le Tala L

g

to pemit continucd use of th Zass
"The tear gosdes and vomiting gases are ideal counterinsurgency

"/'t._iz m 'I',é At ;\/’#:7-9 *

-

weapons, ™ one high ranking military official «

GRS just try to use it (Source 4)

(More)
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Another American advisor, who had previously ams appraised
the use of non~lethal gas during his Pentagon tour; explained, "We could
effectively use mmm tear gas and vomiting ges in Vietnam, but it
still has alot of limitationse First of all; the effects last only
ten minutes, which means that the government troops must E§§ pounce
into the nreas immediately after the gas is droppeds. Sometimes, if
the winds ere too strong, the gas does not drop to the ground, but just
drifts ooy without any effect.
"But still, gos could efSUETITETYSEWEod best be used when
the m% Viet Cong hove seized a govermment poste Instead of bombing
the post and the eivilian population, helicopters could use
zzx drop the gas, and the government troopers could be dropped in

to pick up the Viet Cong fighters and the wounded Vietnamese government

A3

CavRaer S
fpoopm" (SPUTET =2 )

(More)
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Onz non-Yestern counter-insurgency experd was alse reportedly
miffed at the Adminigtretion's opposition to the use of non-lethal

t the

Yy

Pa conueptual lewel as a

He looked at the gns issue
means to revelutionize the nature of war.

"The West is fighting in Vietnam what the Communists cell
revolutionary warfare," he explained., "Now, with the § development
of gasy, +the West has a2ll the msans to revolutionize the nature of
wor--the nature of war being to kill people fér political reasons.

The Americans could conceivably as the gm use of gas is perfected/

vin the war without killing people~—and this would revolutionize

the nature of wax itself. The Americans and the Vietnamese government,
for example, could conceivably capiuredt the Viet Cong hard-core
battalions in their bage sreas, instead of gpending yeers of

chasin, {them around the jungles or trying % to kill them with

L .

i
masg bombing raidse® (—f} By Ny

30w
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