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SAIGON, JULY 24-& multi-nillion=dollay venture for Americen
taxpeyers, the re-equipping of the Vietnamese armed forces io '
gkeptiocally regarded here as unlikely to produce sensational
improvenents in ite fighting effeotivencsss
tine for re-equipping the Vietnamese forces

¥hile the ocoat
is still deing computerized, the incoming inventory is knowm
to inolude these mew and expensive itemsd two squadvons of F5
light jet "Freedom Fighters® to supplement the present onej five
ocupanies of the "Huey " helicopter, either the ilko UHLD nodel,
i/ UHLE modely

now used by Americans in Vietnam, or the nm
whioh Americsn companies have yot to receive; and taree Battalions of

siv defense missiles to proteet Vietnam cities from sneask

air attackes

Currently, American forces operate a classified nusboy of these
HAVE sites, but the Vietnameose have yet to be allooated Shems Training
of Vietnemese personnel to man, naintain end utilize the migeiles is
expeoted to roquire two years a@ﬁl sohooling in the United Sates.
90 sources report the ’&amea ﬁigh Command wants to irein

Y‘i@ & sis-.s%»:
/i 1iery fwmmm during & ahwtw p@rim but the Ameriocen command
from soratoh civilian

is reported to went to twein oivi Lions.Yicinsnese

g AR

Vietnemese with proficiencies in mathematics and selonoens
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wmr,\m sources here believe 3 at losst two helf-truths, if

not myths, have been propagated about this complex issue, probebly

solve the essential problems of the Vietnsmese aymed forces; in faot,
the far more oritical nocossity is leaderships and second, that 6Nt
the Vioinomese armed forces will improve enough to permit of American
fighting trocps, as distinot fyom loglstical troopsd ©

On the first point, one knowledgesble American souwrce explaineds
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"I4's weong to herp on the message that the Vietnamese ﬁ heve Seon
e problem is that they've been out=led by the Communintog

and po few recognize this problems Ve can say that on & selective
basisy the Vietnamese may heve been out-gunned, that the -1 ocan'y
outfive the (Commwmdste) ME=-4T. But, that's only for o shord time
in o given locales Buty within minutess 14 lock at the firepowor that
4the government %maw gen call in %o help tye them—-artillery, Ameorican
helicoptors, mfs aiveraft.

“fhe €aot is we nust improve the Vietnemese reginon hynyt o
regimentel end éﬁv&sﬁm lendershipe Ve ave enly telking sbout 150
00,000, It would teke only

officere—not improving the vwhole lot of

150 good mon %o take oave of the Vietnenese and make 1t o fighting axmy=—
and I kmow 150 good Vietnemese officers nyself who could do ite Bul,

g0 few Americ foous on t% thats Af we put together the ceollective
xnowledge of the /mericen and Victnemose steffe; they would see wo

ha ve o menageeble and solvaeble problems "
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The Vietnomese High Command has recently setup a study commitiee
headed by Major General Ceo Heo Hom repent Cao Hao Hom to review the
re-orgenization of the Vietnsmese armed forcess Buty this problem
has been the basis of coumtless studies by both the smerican and Vietnamese
commends in the paste~the proper desisions have yet %o be taken end enforced.

: wmﬁly, the lowewra young, lower-ranking Vietnamese officers
Have Satoie ot & owldzem of aisgruntioncnt end disillucioment Cass
‘4he the corruption and incompetency of m gonior leadors that some
sources foar and & leftist, possibly Comnunisteinspired coup d'etat

sohod sttempted by thems Within recent

w;, o hendful of @idé- middle~level Vietnamese officers, insluding
some who womrk ot the Vietnamese High Command, have been arrested for

solloboration and contaots with the Commmistss
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" om the scoond point, that the Vietnamese armed forces can shoulder
encugh of the fighting so as %0 replace imericen fighting troops—thin is
regarded here as a possibility only in the 1970%s, unless there's very
st fighting in the intewrims

very little fight—tovotH
nleot's face it," one long-iime obeyr observer hove explained.
wBren if a1l the North Vietnsmese units withdvew from the South, the
government's erny st41l eould not repoat not even defeat the
woskenod (Southern-born) Viet Cong without JAme : the help

of Amordecen trooperss”
=smore router
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Some Viotnamese strategle resexve units heve oonea tontl consistontly
mointeined excellent sgoressiveness and battlefield performance for
geveral reasonse The Vietnamese aizborne and Merine officers volunteered
for their service snd have worked with easch m&&ameMwm;
for decedes, unlike American unite vhich has & shifting persennol
policys In faoty one young Americon radic operator near Dok To
recently explained to this correspondent he would felt safer VEEN ¢
on an eperation with the Viotnemese airborne then he d4id with the

e

ser poratroope: mmaa "fhey Vietnomeso

_gt.,
gl

e snosk avound m JEjE like the North Vietnamesey
seosmm ocon thinl like the Communists do tectically

and they charge the Commundets when theve's contaot instead of just

salling in ertillery like the Americans dos™
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Of the ten regular Army divisions, the Vietnamese Firet
Infantry Division hag for the past several yoars congistently been
M6l Ite evos of Tesponsibility covers the two northern

roated tho bests
provinces, from Hue olty north to the demilitarised sone. Americans
both in Seigon end sdvisers sexving with the unit speak of it goma
honestly in glowing termams Some of its elements are positioned

in "listening post” . mm w&t&mn, awm&ad by elootrd

S
eleatronic sensors ank m&mﬁﬁdaj nmrﬁ gerve on searcheand=d

ane Amorioen adviser with the unit yecently explained, part of the

eonfidence end high morale from those First Division unite slong the

IMZ 4o mointeined by the quick snd lethel yesotion of Americen-supplied

firepower once the unit is in trouble, imorican Marine fighters and

artillory vonot as quickly %o the Viotnamese call for help as they

do for their om § Marine wni ground wnitss The adviser noted that if
the division h&d@ o :mw om Vietnemese srtillery and Alr foree support,
14 would be in wdaffiauld-Fosition along the DiZs  And, in Vietnam,
44 will be long remembered that the Wa& I‘m&aim was responsible for

undetooctod=—~some of thmm WW in company formation as &t
begen seising control of the former imperial capitals
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s-ofan Jmericen troop redustion in Vietnem has been

a matter of controversy within the Amewioii~oo officisl American community

hore fro some $imes Some argusd beforo the Communist Tet offensive
that the American forces, now totelling 536,000, ocould be drastically
rodused—by ut least 100,000~without sericusly impes
combat effectivencss of front~line unitss Tho reduction of forces would
heve "sliced off the fet" of the huge logistiosl and headquarters stalfs
in the resr aveas, which feast on their own peper~world of bureausratic
ritusliems  These roar—coholonf hod become so numercus “the t the
logistionl tail of the Americen offort is wegging the dogy instend of the

reverse,” ac ono source explainedss "Mere's six troops in the rear

to support one on the front lines—and that®s too muchs™ This controversy
csme inte the public spotlight late last yenr when Robert Meliamara,

then Seoretary of Defense, use urged thet some of the resy=cchelon
troops be ggnf converted inte eombat-bound line cempanios, ®l instead
of simply inoreasing the levels of the Americen buildups Buty his
viewpoint was lorgely ignored here by the Amorican commends

s=more reuter
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Currently,; however, relisble militery sources believe the
£ mericen and Vietnemese commands are feoing o oritical shortege
of fighting troops to combat the Communiot offensive which began
in Jenuery end ic expected %o m&:&r&m v

T™e Viotnomeowe m@a Commend hes also ﬂm up o am comnitteo,
hesded by Lis Cemersl Vinh loo, to drvaw & maxm mtﬁw
plem 4in case there is e ceasefire, detailing how/the Gommuni

3

and Allied forces would be regroupcd, and how the Vietnamese twoops
should condust the war in cace there is a reduction in American
troop strengthe Howevery, informed sources report thet no repeat
ne jeint Mmorican-Vietnmese em;tm hog been ostablished to
&~Foop phase~oute

(111 try to aiymeil Saigon mood meepager this weckend. ZRegards
Bevy

coordinate on American p
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