Shortly after General Nguyen Khanh scized power in
this country*s seoond coun on January 30, he sent a colomel with
mritten orders to teke over commsmd of the Dalat Military Academy,

the Vestpoint of Viet Nam situsted in the plush mommtain resort city.

The eolomol presented his orders to the cormsmdant, Jolly
Gonerel Tran Tu Osi, who once as hoad of Viet Wem's melaria
eradiostion department, sed, "I'm the only genersl to fight the
Viet Cong (Commmnist guerrillas) with aﬂ Sprey Sune"

The chubbp-chedked general asked the colomel, "Who issued your
orderst™

The colonel replioed Gemeral Khanh hod signed theme

"Until Khanh perconslly comes here end orders me to leave,"
Genersl Oel snapped curtly, "You oan go %o holl." ﬂmaolml@
quickly returned to Saigon and was essigned elsewhere.

In enother instsnce, several wedks ago, an American~piloted I~19
Licht recomnaissance plmne creshed in the moumtainous Jjangles of I
&Corps, the northerfmost of the four Vietnamese ammy corps bordering
Commnist North Viet Neme American militery eivoraft immodtately
1amhna en extensive search for thoplminmw,zmgluoe
W Wang Tin provinoe.
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The Vietnamese commend in Saigon ogmsend ordered s orack
Vietnmaese airborne Renger unit to launch e nine-day ground search.
However, fearing large concentrations of troops might be used ageinst
one of themy local Vietnamese conmamders in I Corps decided that to

roles=a the troops would recuive signatures of st least seven . L

seven wignaturss ineludedy mot only the corps commanier (a gemeral),
end both division commandors (colomels), but also the district ohief
(2 ompirin) vhove the search wovld be conducted plus two province
shisfs (majors)incluiing ome whose air mpace would be violated by
the siroraft ‘mmmmg the troonu, By the time this minor mirecle
was soocmplished, eight deys had elaspadeennd ther provm? unit had
onily one day 0 sesyrsh the arOfe

Simultenecounsly, the Soizon sormand aent an iwm-ortent commander teo
Teorps to get the mearch organiszed. w Toaal
comreniere geve him 24-bours Yo conduet his husiness snd “get out.n
o did.

Ir ¢his chodk-and-belance empirebuildinge~vhieh rmevicans gall
"oilitery misical chalrs'--is emoding Genoral Xhenh%s conmand of tho
anti-Communiet war in the countryside, he has a much meg&.m
problem=—the war of Saigon-—vhere he is regulsrly mmm
by rivel political parties, by parties within paptien, by religious
pavticanshin, by Vietnamens newsnopsr eolumists—.nnd ompoolally
enrtoonists-wand by anyone olee who thinge 2 potshop o day keens the general

~EYe (Hore)
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Vietnamese political gbaervern-m ascouretely predicted the
two provious coupS-~pronouce without qualification the m inevitebility
of sn enti-Khanh coup, either through the use of military might or
treacherous assessinations In fect, these observers predict not only
a third eoup, but a fourth ome., noiing that “the mext eoup will
soive nothing. Anyone can selze power bui mo one has emough support
to % stay in." They say At is only & question of time before a coup
Khasnh hinself is donBaren coneorned enough to sleep in o
aifrerent house sceh night, (informatively source is Iodge); te
efinit 4o forsign correspondents that his wife is worried and %o
deliborstely house his wife and four ohildrem 350 miles from Saigon.
On the other hand, the American commmity almost umanimously
expresscs the belleve that & the spunky genmeral will m this
initial period of tottering. They say "he is very emergetic, very
cunning, in fact—-he's very everything."
sfle's airtytricked emough peopdie enough not to lot others do 1t
Yo himg" iﬁ one Amevicsn axplained, (lodge informetively),
Yot this American viewpoint is partly based on vhat the Americems
want to e belicve. m‘thnudief‘nﬁmmm

Robexrt ngzgan a month agoy /marica has cloarly pimmed all heopes
of P76 m-mmzhamumdxonmwm
%o gootood generale  Amuricen officiels realisticelly oiiif edmit
that if Khanh is toppled, tMWﬂmmﬁﬁbpdm

deteriorate. They oven helfheertedly ATt throsten and American
’- weh withirawel 1f Khanh goes.
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"ithout cuestion, the American imtelligence spperatus hare 4o
dnigon politics gn toto eare such am inoredidle mever-moverlsnd
that onc VWestesn diplomst lamented, "Wo (Free World) may be able to ssve
the Vieinrmene from the Viet Cong, but can we seve ther Trom themselves? "
The politonl scene is & snorled fucsball of hebisual intrismoy of
tem reey diim but inevitable infidnlityy of plots an? subplotey
MM&I“WMM; of a tomnede of factions
within Yections m within feoctions, Obvious visible menifestationse
meh ©o a8 undty & shown in o prose onforence-msre & mirege, ™
Semmhntrokink g A TRy et S0 o
poliiion ovo cleayn suhuarface, vonodstontly imiireot, =nd rot infrecuently
ol s st o

asvdpul~tod by the

Wawm
The fact thet Khanh has remained in power for 80 days (as of April

19) con not be attridbuted to any unity in this mation y once

deseribed as "only a series of families." Hor is it Khanh's
personal power, popularity or &kill of = his supporiecrs, who include
on the militery side those offiocers loyal to former president Hgo
Dinh Diem, or on the eivilisn side 3 those government lesders who
have returned from yoars of exile abroad,
It is ironically, Vietnam's greatest encuey, the Viet Cong,
who have provided for %m the glue to fight againet something more
ruthless than Khanh himself, but yet which is still sub-national
since North Viet Bam 4= slrendy wnder Communist controle The second
favor benefitting Khanh is that at thie time his opponents are es ga
busy fighting among themselves as they are. yghting him, i
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Bosides Khanh Incey there are three other significant power
groups mow ocerating in Saigon, where the unity of government must be

reinforced. They ares ey 4

" WM.«_@

1. The Dal Viet (Greater Viet lm)i“- rw., the group
ddemed most nk:lytctouamiftmum Among its ranks are
k@"mq’-o;*lod controlling gemerals, imcluding the chief of staff
of the Joint Gemeral Staff, who not only commends all troops in the
country, but slso has personal responsibdility for the orack Tth

Division direotly south of Seigom, where are the Viet Cong are running
wild, The divisiom commander, also a hardcore Dai Viet, controlls
enough troops, if properly mobilized and moved, to M topple sasily
k units loyal to & Khank in Saigoms

Yot, the party itself reflects the main Wm ddvisive
force in the coumtrys regionalism, The French splintered Viet Nam
into three regions-—-$he northern, the central which was resideme for
old Imperial mt, and thcw southern regionm including the Mekong
Delta, gy n primary target of the Viet Cong
fuerrillas, The southern section, bmothammm richer

lands end oasier life, mroga’dadwwpo Ophafmm

other two regioms as the poor white trash of Viet Ham.
The northern branch of the party; mostly refugges who are the most
educated and energetic in the country, is significent}y reprecented in
the goverrnment by the Foreign Minister, Dr. Phan Huy R Cuat, whmwkk
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reprosented Vietnam at the S7ATC confurow, ond M’ 'f-vsce oremior

prof oewv rah his ponition of prime ndnlster
a8 oot hond of the oivilian govermment, The Central Vietnam «dng

hns the mont rico-rogte suwport, but the loast powor in Seigon, The
Southern wing is dividbis/ withingitsolf. Onms motion 4F headed by

Dy Houyen Ton Bam;/ is t;”?! Khanh's vice p:\'m premier in charge
of pacificstion, m the most ¢k oignifionnt oivilisn hosding the wer
offorts Ir. Hoam, = CA¥HIETE Gah Cotholfic who roturnod from nine years
"oV e of exile in Paris has been one of Ehenh's supporters, but is also
Tumored Wtwmpmnn:nm The second scoti’n of the

BPE southern wing headed by » businessmen'is anti-Khenh.

Victnemese political perties are distinotly differently from thos
in America. i‘huro are no known mezbership listsy imgenuous use of Tumorx
and plander replace party leaflets and banmprrsg party corrwption Qg
substitutes for party fundraising drives. Saigoncne onll the party,
not the Dni Viet, but the Dai ¥et, (Big Dredged mesning to pull in
reke-offs and grafts. The U. S, government has ont off »id to several
projocts which the Dei Viet has engincerred only to raise fumis or prestiz:

of the pertye

mm‘ AT W“““*Mo!%

Communistse Mosmt groups revolve around personalities; "and there are
elways more leaders than members in any party, "

(More)

one Vietnamese commented,

poxties in Viet Nam are mumn-wﬁ-miat,
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- ;.mﬁormuammwmm headed by
Genoral Do Meu, a lean stoop=shouldered mmgmex man in late 408 who
has beon the principel in enginoer in the twe previous eours,

Weoring Carmine de Sapio-tyle sunglesnen, he is proud of his pecssnt
birth. Yot he's owe of the most ingenuous imfriguers in Viet Nem,

A kingmskers rather then a k:ing,/ snd unoffieial oversoer of

the Vietnamose intelligence metwork, he in one way or another will in
large part decide whother Khanh stays in power or mot. Some of the
@1 goner-1s are mﬁderdtcbemmstbrthwm
intelligence agency, but their Wt loyelties m y shift,

3« Young officers around Genmlw Duong Van Minh,
the goliicothed nominal chief of state who iwades more gemine
popularity and prestige trom the population and Wrmzng offbe

officers than any other inmdividusl, Vieinsmese obsorvers predioct that if
the Dei Viet succesds in the mxt coup, and them surely flounders, the
e%nhmwmwmnxmmm into power.

But in the fincl anelysis in Viet Nem, the most illogicnl of all
mtiomléo—-mmﬁhuw win out, Mh Khanh's opponents in
m t ¢ war of Seigom call him '&mghnbo"«-tba one with the

beard, indicating he's attempting to hid his recessed chin whioh means a sho.

short life, w‘MMh&',mmuﬁmmmqu,am

S

symbol of tr& 7 trustworthiness,

~ (vore)
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Ho-evor, ilAMMNGd® & boorded village elder in An Binh (Villege
of Pence) X¥~ who daily vitnesses Gene Khanh's enti-Commmnist
we (tho hamlet ohiof wes killed by Viet Gong, two wubordinatos
behended, schoolhouse poxed vith kI bullet holes,) w
said Coneral Khanh has "Buddha ears-~big ears likc Buildhs so he cen do
something outstanding and h#¥ his eyes ere round which isc a good omen.™
Whother the advocetes of the "Buidha eex™ omem or the
“Ren De" (goats )boavd, hence goatee) omenm proves right may woll detexsdne the
future, HS“mA§ of Generel Khanh snd Viot Nem but clso ik America's

prestige im throughout tw the woride
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