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3A1G0N, APRIL 15--Late last year, the Chinese Communista
sent threc infantry divicions and supporting olemente--about 50,000 meni
@i into North Vietmam, inm order to fill the vaoum of loft # Don
by Herth Vietnamese troops streoming south for the Tet offenaive, ma/
SOUrces ﬁem reports Those Chinese divisions are an addition to the
estimnted 50,000 %o 70,000 Chinese construction workers who have boen
in Nerth Vietnam for several years to help the Hemol govermment

meintain their lines of comnunication af®h against Americon airraidse
while precisc details are not available here——and are officially deniod——
;*ga Chinese tzoops are known to be based in the remote oreas of the North,
removed from the Vietnamesc population conterse . sources here believe
thot in cose Hanoi-Washington peace talks and negotiations broak downy
Torth Vietnam is prepared to escalate the ground war in the South,
with vest inoreases in number of HoFther tr llgrthern troops--while relying
on the Chincne troops to cover their rear in case the United states
launchos sn Inchomestyled invasion iT%6 The North from the Tth Fleot.
(Horks If wo owla et more dei.iil,s, : wps. write ;khia as an
news atmry;. ERMYETES odditional foous dtem)iic I/ LD Bed )
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