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l THO, ::,Q i! V "F1.fl1 --Lilce Dibl.io::>1 Ho.:,b., th f, or'l CLo�n :Beret 

b il ing flontin� ho.o ba�cz. 

UJ."..:ently, the mu and r< t :r. in tl:e - lt '3 too · eop to -., , e 
,.-., 

not d(;)_p onough for r.-i.:idling samp""ns. I =r-september, t ough I tho 

:u-but 

Oi1SOOn 

flood.c hit tho okong Del t egion sout of� ieon and last for throe or 

four onth:a. 

L. r.t yonr, the k · g :1izcf f ooc covore· t o tops of tree£ f.'nd houooo; 

•t 0£ tho Vietn "'nesc-

n�, the Viet io.1.C, tooJ 

,re.ce orivcn ou·i; of' thoir un orground bunkero to the cc rec high, dry crounc ; 

their beds of land ineo and boobytr po l ero dro'im out. 

ny of the 22 Speci 1 orces c mps in the Delt rogicn r."lro pcrchG 

alone tho ill-d fin l bo1d0r uit 1 Jbooi• ·o cut infiltr tion crosn the 
.:..../ 

tr ctl.-..n • 'Oux bo er r,,ro,., is the 0.uietest :prrt of this rocion, n one 

Sycci 1 Fo:r .,es officer e_ plr.inoo.. 11T'i ther here 11ren,. t ny Viet Cong the· e 

or oleo o troopo hi�e o tur t this area onoueh to keep the Viot Cong 

out-or if they F1re ooving th.rough, they a.re moving so f!>ot th,t they don"t 

For the p �t yo , tho S eci 1 Forces common ero h�vo e_p r 



for us--no·ii �:e._, · 1st uc." They b ga 1 experin:mti..Ylg with :flo..,ting hone b so 

c p -uhorc their elite forces 1ive rhon they re not out on .-.trolc. 

Thou<J nd o of empt, oil clrt ·7s w0rc drop· ed. into tho c ·•mps; tho ,iv· lirn 

.::it,'ht Ii th · ,h, .. Jpcci"'l o:r-c es late cx tho 

to.,} oi' the t;ool r ft. 

'"'L. tcr, we fo mJ it w s w • stc of oil drums to flo t tho ,,1 o le 'building, 11 

. , ...,, 
-·-

one U.S. rmy peci.,1 Forces 0pol,;:csm?n "XPl"in ' e built the buil ing 

s the w, ter:::i rioe, ,so •· ill bo 

tLo loor·.' 

YO"r :co !n<, 

perimeters. 

1110 h d to mount :!'l oparction to g�t the troops into the <>r. when 

·th ,y would tlilil ·heir c 1p," one officer ex.,_, · ed. "Thon -,. h,., to irdrop 

s ov0ls, b<>rbod trire d tonto to them. bul 1(: ozor idto 

trucks nd with • Flying S 
,. 

rnn .4 helicopter we sot tho :bru ks into tho 

perimeter, nnd then ro-.ssembl tho bulltl ozer on its tr ncks. 

"To ocouro ·tho c mp ·1hil0 it u· a bo· 1g built, re rop ,od in pr f ... b, 
.-

comm d con .,er th<>t we m, o fron r l<> go t.: _ rnte 

u cd for ohippin('i tori, ,lo to Victn rn. n 



In • • tho 

J. ivc 

to the out,:dd -•only to fin1 m, .s of' tl:ei. · ikr, .- llc 

i.rt:v 1 }y com...: ··net 

Viet or; 
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the rn· • I:f.' they uroucht in t' o fly:l.ng s ere.no 1 hich hf' dropped it into 

the per ·met0r:i: in the first pl ce--tho gi tnt helicopter, with its 100 knot 

dmmbl at, would blow over the fr gilo Cf', p buil ings. ::3o, . �other oilit ry 

o.:.,Gr. tion w·s lpnche to t :o the bulldozer out in P n vol vcsaol by c�n 1 

and river. 

"Once t e troo1;>s got settled into t e c mp, they hNl , . -problem , ith 
,-

,.:.-----.....:..'..:./-�"...:':..'. ____ "__,! 
the dependents of their civili,,n ir. egul&r fighter , ':-hen the r torn rooe, 

tho dopcnaents :rushe'.'I into our c :"l __ -the only liry pl c r:!.!'ounl --ubich is 

oxrictly uhcr0 uo id.n,. t n�nt the • 

'' ,o ;e buil two-..,to::.:-y gr ss houses for tho dependents ··iith fN:1ilies 

living un both the firDt and second floors. 

"Th ' '7G a very peculiar dif·"iculty. The i'roi]Jr living on the 

f'ivst floor u s -o t:u g furiouo--bccause the Vietn ese bobi�s 1 ·ving above 

them did not -re�:r di pors. 

f--�iJy both f oor'"' -th y livo dotmst iro durin 

tho oooonf i. loor "1 u.t'in tho i'loods. 0 

(. ""Cho, by a-ivj.nc one 

I 
the dryrm�son f!nd. move to 

"ThiG h .s been unomig ye ·, 11 i to ri,lmost as c ifi'icult to live here 
/I 

I I 

s to f · ght' he cone lud 0 • But non re are re dy for th0 'ft.loo .,--"' d the 

Viet one. !f 
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