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gA)7 THO, SOUTH VIBTHNAM~-Lilke Biblical Noah, the famed Crecon Beret
Specisl Forces here are preparing to neet the annuel monsoon floods by
building floating home basexz.

furreatly, the mud and water in the Paltm 1s too deep to wade in~—~but

o
not desp enough for peidling sampaas. In mi—September, though ; the mensoon
floods hit the Mekong Deltm region south of Smigon and laat for three or
four morths.

Last year, the king=sized floof covered the tops of trees snd houses;
Tietnsmese peasents lived in sompsns or treetops. Fart of the Vietngmese-
knerican Special Forces camps simply floated away. #nd, the Viet Ccocng, %00)
were driven out of their unflerground bunkers to the scmrce high, dry ground;
their beds of land mines and boobytrmps were drowmed out.

Heny of the 22 Speciml Forces cmmps in the Deltm regicn »re perched
along the ill-definad border with fmabodir #o cut infiltrmbtion mcross the

&/
wastlend, ™"Our boriller srce= is the gquietest part of this region," one
Speciml Formes officer explained. "Either there sren “t sny Viet Cong there
or else oux troops hnve saturatad this area enough to keep the Viet Cong

out==or if they are moving through, they are moving so fsst that they don k.

mass for attacks."

For the pmst yemr, the Speciml Forces commanfers have prepmrad
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for the floods, when, 28 one of them explained, "We can mske the water work
for us——not sgainst us." They bogen experinsnting with {lozting home base
cmmpa~~vwhere their elite forces live when they're not out on mpatrols.

Thousands of empty oil druzms were dropred into the comps; the =ivllisn

irregulars who [ight with the Spoclial Forces latched the barrels together
BARR ackls  [Ind

and then built thelir

"Factical Operations Centor" on
top of the ateel raft.

"Lhatery, we found it wes & weste of oil drums to fiomt the vhole building,®

j !

/
/--’
one U.S.Army 3pecial Forces spokesmon ozplaineds "¥e built the building

on piles =nd then floated only the floor. HAs the waters rise, a0 will be
the floor."

Soveral of the 22 Special Forces canps were surrounded by water the
yosr=rount mnd had t&be constructed from material zirdiropped into their
perimeters.,

"¥e¢ hrd to mount mn opsration to gst the troops into the arma when
thiy would build their cmmp," ono officer expdaimed. "Then we k- to mirdrop
shovels, barbed wire mmd tents to them. We hed to get = bulldoszer 1&to
build the caup and the dikes, =0 we disassembled one, losded it into dump
trucks mnd with m .Flying Sghor ans ; helicopter we ssat the drusks into the
perimeter, and then re-mosembled the bulldozer on its trackse.

"To gecure the camp while it was being built, we dropned in pre=fab,
sanbbagged bunker and m commmmd center that we mafle from a lakge tim orate

uzed for shipping msiterimls to Vietnmm."
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In other cascs, the U.8. Specisl Forces teams, who wirtvmlly commend
their Vietnemese Special Forces counterparts snd their compsnies of
sivilisn irregulsr forces, became cxperte on 4rzinnge problems gnd dike
grotosme-ga nialeture of the Netherlsnds syelemss Juing small sompan
wotors as punpsy tae Speclisl Forces moved water irom inside their dike wall
t0 the outside=—only to Tind geme of their dike walls wouldn t =tend the
pressure and would cave ine They then begen 4o reinforce their dike walls
end, if they hed %ime, to sod ther with wild grase so they would shed the

moisturec.

pfter finishing thelr flosting barrecizs snd opersticns buildings,
however, they discovered thet their hesylier wespons, such ss mortsrs, were
widely insccurste il fired from such unetsble platformss Thelr commend
bunkers ané eleciric gene:czztorsr;wf‘ for powering their radios, also
needed more stable platforms. They learned to solve ihe problem by building
t211 concrete tenks sround their mortsrs end generstors, =md 28 the water
resey the tank kept the eqmipnent dry. Since their thore were no doors in
the tenky the troopers ‘M to leap over the top when they wanted to fire
The WespOnSe

gEven while the cemp was veing build~in the middle of n Viet CGong
8tronghold-—the Viet Cong proceeded %o atiack it regularly. and once
completed, still more problems arose, the officer explained.

Hlow could they get the bulldozer out of the newly-built cenn?

If they tried to drive it scroes the rosd , it would =ink awey in Y
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the mal. If they brought in tho flying s}q‘crane; which hafl dropped it into
the perineterx in the first plece—the gimnt helicopter, with its 100 knot
dowmblast, would blow over the frpgile cemp buildings. So, mnother nilitmry
ozer=tion wass lanched ‘o tmize the bulldoger out in a nsval vessel ty csnnl
and river,

"Once the troops got settled into the csmp, they had a problem with

s B2
S

the depeadents of their civiliazn irregular fightersﬁl ¥hen the waters rose,
the dependents rushsed into our camm=—the only Ary plecé around--vhich is
oxactly where we #idn"t went theam.

"3o we built two—story grmss houses for the dependents with fomilies
living on both the first and second floors.

"Than, we hedl a very peculiar difficulty. The fsnily living on the
fimwst floor wms getting furious=-because the Vietnmmese babies living above
them did not wesr dimpers. So, we solved that headsche, by giving one
family both floors=-thpy live dommstairs during the dry/season an& move to
tho second floor 2uring the floods."

"This hms been mm unsumg yeu.l.‘," itos almost as difficult to live here

'y

as to fight he concluded .\ But now we are remdy for the floods—~—z2nd the

Viet Bong."
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