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In thie operation, governmont tenke, plomos, jum:s ond
ground troops nttempted to rout the Viet Cong frem tholr stromghold
mwmwmwm«mxm
mmummwm: Throuchout the aftornoon Tyreddors
hit the hillo end currounding orce but tho grownd units were mot oble to take
1 their objeotives, Seven assaults egadnnt tho hille wore repulsed by the
Viot Congs Later, nmmmtmmummmvwsm
mwmmm&m&ummwmm
MMWMMMWMMMMMmW
end 57 ome vooodllos £ yifless During the nicht, the dull of
the Viet Cong more belioved to have moved coross the rivorees™”
Stendosesadden During the operctiony gas e usedy dut 1t wao
« “not effective bocoune the Viet Cong hod mowed outy" Americom
wildtesy spolieenon ecidy Finel rosultes 88 Viet Cong killed,
with reports by the Viet Cong village:o thet about 60 additional
boddon were token covoss the rivory € Viet Cong captured, 10 suspeots,
&% 2 430 calibro machinogunsy @0t atocks of Viot Cong amvumitions
Oovernmond onsualtdess 7 killed, 16 voundod~-inoluding two imeriosm
advinorae
In anothor onoey 6 Viotnamose tank oompany ond two pround battalions
planned to use gam the nonelethel ges in em asscult on e similap
wmumvmmmmummum Assoodnted Precs
vhotographor Horat Pans was on that oporaticme=-hich previded the last

N nooeannyy ovidence Sor him and Aspooin tod Pross writer Potor Asmett €0

"rite thoir oontrolvers contvoversial stery, Feoa® views 4t's detter to
have o tumy sohe than to be dends This in tho story of that oporations
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In on intorviow with Now Yosk Horeld Tritune, Howst Poas,
& 32-yooy-old Gesmen vho susvived the bombing of Dorlim when he was
10y mmemwmamwummm
Wmmunvumﬁmm gove o play=hy=pley
of the epovation, The stery explains why the Victnemeso and Amerdess
officors wnted %0 we ga 8y what the wor in Viot Hem 48 1ikewe
& nd how Horat Poas covers the wom,

his 1o Pa o o nocount of the operation vhich lead to the
fmu%waMMm«M«MmMﬂﬁMt

"Loot Friday (Moreh 19th) I went om & voutine operstion,” the
roly-poly photographer exploeined, *I wms trying to cot badk to Seigen
oftor afdsy but 4t ves mighttime and I couldn't dvive, Soy I stayed
mmtﬂﬁ&lﬂammmuﬁimmwm Yo pot wp
ot four in the morming (Seturday), the tanks vere rwmning eweund
rna x‘mmwmmmA fie knew mo fyom coup detats
in Saigon and he kmow the Assocdatod Prosss The tonk commondor said I
oould go on his oporation. So the tanks storted rumdling towards
Sedgon—=14 /70's (azmored persommel m carrders, +hish ave lighor thon
tonks)e

ﬂWﬁumeum But our tonke couldn't go
through Seigong o stopped on the road end a trudk come from Sadgen

maummmmm :mme The Tenk commandor
mcnsxmmm
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"% wA11 civo tinothers towels,® tho tank: commemdor oxpladnods
I ncked him 4F ho was going to moke a soupe lio nedd no they wore
going on an oporations I otill thousht 4t wmo o politdosl eperation
thoughe

”MMMMMMmmMMmMMMw
towerds the Candodia n borders The Vietnomose ccomendor smdet told
mwo m ho micht use gna and odiod vhere was ny goemesk, 4 sedd 4
dddn*t hove ono,

"I doa’t have oo for you's tho tark ccomender oeddy
don't ovon have onough for my troopss the (Americen) informetion
office should equip you vith gae macke, ho oaldy Jelkingly.

“mmmmm«mutwmmmmmm
one of those battalions also had gnemeks geamnsks,/ and I saw them
rutting thone ens masks cne Tho Amerdcan advicor sodd these wore
infontry troops sitting in Teynink (provinoe en Combodien border and
Viot Cong otronghold) but enly n fow of the Vietnemeso officers hod
cvor scon cemmadks bofores Iux It todk sometime for tho Vietnemeso
%o cot their madts on and the imorioan advisors wore worrded these
troops nicht also got sle from the gess

ﬂmmwmwam’mummm
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tho turrot of tho tark and meke the chargo, Tho other follows wifhout
mmwmumumumm asmmmm
mum@umammwmmmmwm»
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mmv&wcmgrmmﬁmmmmmmmmw
bordor nlnont to outside of Jaigome—and in this fortification ave
Viet Cong combat villages and everything you cen imaeine, Intelligeonce
recplo ooy i%s the permamant headquavters for e 500-men Tiet Cong
battalion and tho hoadous rters for tho Viet Cong seigom=Cholem
oomittoo anl alse the rogiensl hendoua wtors for Viet Oong rroops,
711 these poople live thodr with thedr fomilden. Moy've dullt alreatd
aholtors oo hard that the tanks oean't eveck them by rusning over them,

»N‘a%auswm ivery fomily hee 1te om alvraid

choltor and they ewrvive artillory, So the govermment heo trded $o
cotoh nxt the Viet Cong and in meny sssault cases the Viet Comg stood
eand foucht off government troopss I mymolf wme 4n this some svens

on How Yoars nighty 1963, and the 3Md (poverrment) Ranger datteliom
wes coucht dn this ontronohmonte=bus hombs and rockots wouldn®¢

even knoak out the Viet Comgs ALl the time wo wore umder Viet Cong five

Mpmmmwmum-anmumtmmm
xvamamumxmmmmmmmwmuu
tunnol oxite. "o weore supported by plemes and ertillery, but cverytime
tho borbe hit the Viet Con: simply went undorgrounds, Pimally tho
infontzy tods the Vio§ Comg posdtions, but the Vit Cong made an erderly
Fotroatemand the covernment had 60 <70 casunltiocsse.



“30 wo discusgod this all might ond of course the Vietnsmess wented to
mmemummﬂam4mmantmﬂ
end then 7o would uwse gos t0 toke over theno positionsee

“So of four the moxt momning, I was oitting on tho onsrdor and ve
mmmusmammmmtm&medﬂm‘ But one
truck ovortwnod on o bridgo=-it was & provisional bridge replacing eno
the Viot Cong hod blown up, "hen the trusk ovortumed, the Amo-dcen
advicor was serious wounded with brain conoussion. The whole comvey
van stopped for 45 minutes to toke core of this nooldent=esp we wore
one hour late in gotting to the mwmmc,

“Unfortumately, the edretriles wse on time=eond 00 theve was &
mmmmmmmmmammwmw«, Yo
sow tho rosults of tho alr bumborBaontewchen wo ot to the torgoteebut
thore were mo Viet Conge So tho Vietn:mose ocmmanders could not wie gas
without o voal torgotese '

"Throuchout this oporetion we were elweys under snipor fire w from
outomotio riflep-frem the moment the ope:etion Mama, This o the
mmmmmumwm The enipers pop out of tunnels all
MWW%««MWW The snipore pop up out of
& holo==tut whon the govermont roops got there 18%s ealy & foxholometho
nmommmmmwmtuaum %o oll day the
mmmmmmmmmmm-mmmmum

ot tho ond of tho oporation-=ths mipors followod us through a rubber plantets
; m«nmmmam«mmmmum




“Por the assoult on those Ve O positionsy, I hopped off the
thwwwmmmm and 4t%s too
shoky for good photegrophss Besides all the trees ave ke fyult trees,
but thoy are Vs Cs mines instend of frult--so vhen M*aa;;:ﬁw
agooult through the jungle, you have %o drive in this undergrowth vith
minos going off in the treos all orownd you, and rood mines going off
undornoath yous I went with the infentry instend of the tonks,

“in aveen like thisy gpe ip justifiedwws ves assoult looks good
mmmmMmmmmmtmmmm
in femsheom hove for yoa ros

“0n the firset asseult, the Viet Cong 414 not rosigte—se wo oot dom
ond roworgenised our movemento, ond immedintely the enipor fire otartod,
So wo yindesemn otortod moving. Shax Dut firet wo hed to toke out the
Viet Cong hud grenades in the troes ebovo us and within the firet
hour two govermment troops fell in epike trapss On opiko went thyough
the troopors heely through the erile and up to kmeecap=-it wen vory long and

"30p wo noaw Do onony and gave up the plan of using gees The
moot emcin amasing thing is this big bombarbdmont of edr and srtillery
d10n% onuce o singlo Viet Cong cosualty. Hundvods of Viot Cong wives and
kddo oome out~=but theve wam't & single oivilion cosualty, They simply
Viet Cong are 1ike moloswgns would hove gono into there twmols and

v M""”‘“-wmm




"Tho trouble is vomen and kids come out of tho tummols, but the
enipore otayed in. mMmmmmsn,.mmW
o vas swrounied by four other componice=wme come wier
mmtam@.mmmsmmm‘ The government tyoops ram
aftor hin==but 1t wes 1ike trying to coteh o onteten mimutos lotos
be oamo up again, Tho govormmont Swoops 0% Madeeswe Oouldn®t send
mmmamammmhmmmmum
cxit points e wore doing this all day and 4t wno highly frustsetings ..
»M&pk 5 ”“Mwm‘mmm
mﬁmmmmmwmmm Pive goverment rroops
ven  Tor the emipor--ho triod to five but his gun Jowwod ond the other
%o mipors pulled hin dows the tunmol and got avay. Mt thoy dzopped
mewtmuum ommummmmwmam
ma»aammmmammmmmmw*m

sorotohode It 'mo the groasogum thet wouldn't five mwu.m Ao rioan

advisor soald mMmmanMWMWW
thio time 1% wos bads The government trocps wowe very happy they got the
muamm ‘



“Anothor strenge thing was imerdcen helicopters wove flying ntweme
soovprn cbove useetho Viet Cong would fire ot the helicoptors instosd
of u ot uss Yo the helicoptor would drop mmdto-~and wo wore afredd
they would fire at ws, That's the moot feightening thingewwo nll jumped
into the Viet Cong holos--it made me foel 1ike a Viet Cong when the
ton foot desp anil they ocon hold four or five people in thome The
emumm sevoreal more chavgos ogoinet these Viot Cong oarcosee
but it wo the swme thing, The Viet Cong women ond kids ceme out, but
the 74 Cong »r troops hed left--omoopt for the emipows vho vere always
thorosse the snipor fire was clways with us, but the Viet Cong nover
'pmmmm“mmmmnmwmm The
viotnomose commandor d4dn®t went to uno o Just gm ogoinet anipers or
womon nnd kidge or to use it for their own scafotfe "o wont through
open arcns vhowe the Viet Cong ocould have hit usebut we didn't want to
uo gos Just to protoot ourselves. e oommonders wented a targot
mmm«emmm

“I8 wme the Vietnamooo grownd ccomendor thet gave $he opooifio
order of vhem ges was to bo usoldesho would have yolayed it o his vicotnemo
ummummwmmm The Viotnomore tank cormender
m«mwmmymumwmmwhamm
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"1 underatand that vhem this tonr-gan stuff wne used in Dinh Dink
(2 northesn province), the govermment rrocps ren owaye
Gos 49 o humone woopons From o militery stendpoint, you prevent
casunltions The viet Cong are oftting in thoir holes and you
have to drop thousandin of bomba to £ got them outs.ethey have
forpddoble tunnol notworkes...¥ou try to find the Viet Cong, to
~ deotroy tho encny and fight hime=you either have to kill, wound or
moke him dncotive-wso i€ you moke him imsotive with gns 4t%s bottew,
T¢%6 muoh $u botter %o havo n tumy sehe than to be dood or veunied
by mortare
“In Muh Ole, ve had o torrific dofost (in late Neccubor) becouse
thore were 1000 Viet Comg mized in with 6000 friondly villagors ond
the deolsion wa o made not to bomd the villoge. Ve got defeated as
a oonosquonoe==the Vict Cong use the civilian population as a
M’smmﬂ%mu&mmuﬂmmm%m
for life like mortar dooce mmw««:m\twhum
that®s good to be used vhem guorrillos mingle the friondly population,
"I know bombe very woll, xmmmmmmnamw
vwxawummmmmmwmmam Imm

mmmmummmmmmwmmwamw
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