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THE MYTH OF MASS SUPPORT

Bt e )
x s »
SATGON-—The Chi Hoa open ¥ air market on the outskiris of Saigon,

‘Southern shopkeepers refuse to é gell foodstuffs and houselold goods
to the Northern refugeess

HWine L v Vietnamese militiamen in an xsclated delta outpost
a. re rufused u—w food from a nearby vinage, so they have to stop

boat traffic foz:' supplics.

Qamay
In the peewiana provinoial cepital of R tho Gommund stzstronghold

s

arca at the southern #ip of the country, coocks and hausebo;ys of ' American

militery installation a re yofused fresh fg frults and Pegd vegetables from

the looal markete— A1 /™ V i g

In some Saigon homes, both Catholic families and Buddhist families have

i

stockpiled an arsemel of sharpened sticks, clubs and knivesxmlimusd

: iivi"'i‘l fw
self-defense after a flurry of false rumors were deliberately circulated

aarlier this month that more religious rioting wes in the offing.

. Tese actions are considered the work of what the Vietnamese cell "invisible
hands"--the secret agents of the Communistsy who operate in “people-divider"
teams, Their aaaignmentsc to divide the people, create confusion and i&o

NS 1) s
in government instablity-—and in time; leads to their

disorder, whiah
*a Communist seizure of power,
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"The Communiets take a locall grievance and oxploit it," one old-time
resident in Viet Nem explained. "Their covert 'people-divider' teamg——some
sometimes called agitprop (agitation and propa.ganda‘) teamg~~give generals

{;cturara to large groups. Then they break the large group down into small
5 Y
groups of common interest~-— s students, women, farmers,-w

@ and in detail point up the gripess They know the people are not
ayaéa}hetie to the government, and they create imaginary ills or government
faultss In Bnglish we call this 'brainwashing;' in Vietnemese it is known
literally a’s ‘brain-squeezing' o"

2 One reliable acurae asﬁma:&eﬁ M pro~Communist member of

P Ter
the "people-divider" " Lo emebutpost; five in a 140-man Vietnamese army

company. They generally operate in T8 man teams to work with civilian population,.
Informa - . tion from the secret agent passes through s lisison ma n to the
overt Communist agent~-maybe the guerrillag~-who a.c‘& on the information either

%‘,szwﬁ”k?vm(i &"”1 ,g‘zw
politically or mili tarily, such as

nside the armed ?a forces,
Secret communist cells a“ra known to exist in almost eyery high school

in saigan; one Emnmunist-»frmt organization wag mweredsﬁea high school

in the old imperial capitel of Hue, 400 miles north of m University students

% and u%nms university professors in Saigon ~ and even more ! in Hue--are

\?sg R ﬁ%s‘ L

nown to have pro-Communist g B Sa- Ap“ﬁfﬂgmmsﬁgggﬁggg?mnmd students

Nnow who -%
suto get proof of their activities,

Communist cells are knovm to exist 1n the Saigon labor unions; newspaper

“Reported h, ok g J
*wrém" mnent 1’&3911‘. Communist agents

D §

*¢ oonsldored to play a part in ﬁww st movementy
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Some of the d strongest leaders of the Buddhist movement)’ & were formerly

m’bera of the Communist Paw%th%a%xy z--?ug ;he q uestion is whether
NEY 2 Eoye- [

*thoy have been couv'arte& to anti~Communism, ‘Boman Catholic laymen and

omny

priests mfk say that Communists have even infiltrated gﬁ-— the tightly-knit

organization of the Catholie @‘b Church,.
emmenm———y

L biggest question is how many agents have already

infiltrated the regular army, police and secret policg--pro-Communist agents
and sympathizers have been picked up in the regional forces.
Reliable soumces indicate ihat social discontent and anti-government
> should na& necessarily be equated with support for the Communist political
cause or their militery gueerillas. In many sections of the country, the
peasants are p; ssive politically; 4m other places they blame both the
gm:grnmanbmd the Communists for their economic plights and hardshif

e N

However, the "people-divider" teays”& in a sophisticated
manner, exploit grievances which already exist and attempt to play groups of
spersons against other groups, or the government, 8o, the workers are set in

S,
motion against their lsbor leaders; one mn labor leader hurls charges
at another ha,dez*; one miemZg antagonizes enother.

"The | Commies m‘%e succesful

mm and we are not,"

o

explaibdd one American official, speaking privately. "W observe the
@:ﬁ "three togethers." They eat, work and live with the people~-they are part of

the p%%plo.
"But we (Americans) give the government printing preasea)/ millions of

poungs of paper-~but no guidance about what to say in their leaflets. It®s
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like giving them a car, but no driving instructions. While the Communists
have face-to-face contact with the peopley, the govermment has to use
;*leaﬂats and electronic microphones dangling from airplanes, In some
government hamlets, mygées the hamlet chief does not eﬁn live in the hamlets
he sends over hamlet papers by couriers. me@avernment does not even
have one person in the hamlet speaking for it."
With these kind of tactics, the Communists haye little difficulty

getting participants for mass demonstrationg~-which they equate with

popular uprisings ageinst the government, The Communisisw ‘
> are careful to insist that their policies are oonsis‘bent wlth the desires

of the peoples This is a direct flipflop W £rom) than 2000 yeers of
Vietnamese tradition, where the emperor & ruleé.under a "heavenly mandate™,
not unlike the "divine right of kings" concept prevalent in England fivehundred

selection ma y dif

S

In an undervd under&avél"ap”‘”&fsuah as the powdises
mess support s lergely a mythy 1f 1t is oonsmerea""aﬁ“m sotally
voluntary and spontaneous. Of the 15,000 Students" ™ ¥ho d whose demonstration
forced resignation of Vietnamese Prime Minister Gen.. ﬁgmn’%:nah Khanh on
Aug,uat% only about 100 wez:e active participants; only four did any talkings
m many of them=--including .Wf old women--later aﬁmitted they had been

f\;“‘f

Din oo s

paid by political pa rties %o ¢
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With the passing of the "heavenly mandate™ of the emperor and the
1le" expz'eaae& through preaidentiai%t elections o:?

wwill of the peop
2 ;
Wamﬁd K.gq,_ﬁ;_ﬁ Jﬁ&/ﬂze problem of the xegitimaoar of power

w 131 beom:——mw PrOBIW WLW? ”” ) 1‘ f“—i ‘4 ‘ﬁ b St ﬂ’g"!? !ﬂq:‘,ﬁl*\, REAH g ¥ oy
sl g aflufspahil/ FEEE-. al power——the armed forces——

ma. j »(4*6!4""*:" g
have already relimuimhecl ﬁzeir claim to hol& it legaJ.Ef once it was

contested by civilian massese
The question is

\ to be pro~Gommunist--#11L justify the legel exdatence of themselves and the

"permanent” congtitution they ag;ek,,to .msrge withm ths next yeave
SHR st IW QUL 100

TGEORROWs™ THE "STUDENT

how an assenbly of civiliang——some who are certain

30
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