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KHE SAlTH, SOUTH VIWINAM, OCTOBER O=~The Anorioan lMerines voturned to

" omoe-hoatogod Kho Sunh acubat ha vith mixed enotionns

The ronornla wore jubilant, Gomamrnglg the reiturn to the
s hono ohandonod 92 days bhofore, Maje Gan. U’.V Ba';is paid the ground
oparation into and sround #r Ehe Sonh symbolized "the major chift in the
relative powor botween the Allies and the North Victnomooe® eperating along
the denilitarized zone, ’

"he Merines have been nqueezed into m smaller even,™ ti:g il
commandor of the Third Moxine Division—-vhich now operstes elong the
western two-thirds of the 40=milewline. "And thie hea inoreagsed our
ccmbr_at gﬂomr many fold,“ In addition, the sonoral oaid the Mowines
"have just throm the laast of thoir (North Vietnemene) olements bask
aoroge the Ben Fai®, The Ben Hai river runsg through the middle of the
oix-mile=~vide %, which separates North and South Vietnems
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Other generals talked of how the new énd suoqéssﬁll Marine tactics
of increased mobility and flexibility had blocked Comnunist movements
around Khe Sarh with mnuch mere effectiveness than when 64000 Marines
were once besieged there for T7 days beginning Januery 2le

Buty; mniddle~echelong staff officers were cynical——and they may
have reflected in s nvéshel—th nutshell the over-riding significence of the
return to Ehe Sanhe

“Me Verincs are bheing used as a political pam to drematize how good
the situetion ie up here before the Americen eleciion,™ one officer
grumbled, nMis vhole Khe Sanh operation is political, "Therst's not
enough lyf;ﬁk nvA (Forth Vietnemose Army) ground troops eround Khe
Sanh to fvorry abcu.t, They should let the Marines do what they'ye
designed to do—get the NVAs Stick around——things will be alot more

interesting after this gee-whiz Khe Sanh deal 70w is over,"
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Intelligence sources had assessed that a liorth Vietnamese balttalion—
highly fragnented into small uwnits—-was operaiting around Khe Sanh agz @
sereening iorce to protect Communist trails and tranahipment?movements into
the areas Other sources talked of more lucrative targeis ft:;'}a;pera}ions—-
where up to five North Vietnemese battalions were thought to bhe mmmme

concentroteds

There were not many of the "old hands" left who had endured the

&

agonizingly cleotwéc T7-day siege of Khe Sanh that began on January 2l.

howevirz was ﬁé Navy doctor who had
il by

helped treati: the 2800 two thousand wotmded/and evacuate the 250 decad
sustained during the siegees Sitting in a sunny, comfortable bunker

west of Khe Sanh, the doctor reminisceds
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fhere wan o time durim—t during the sdege vhen I wondered 1 I'd
got cut alives I 0%lll cent's bollcve the whole things I kept a diaxy
end now I wonder why I wrote down £ some of those things.”

The younger trocpers vho had ervived in Victnan effer the hovroving
days of Kro Sanh hed HESEed vere either blese or sice apprehensdve zbout
returning 4o hnooe

Ople Pruco Millery o 20=year—cld native fron of Dellepy emplaineds
"WMost of upg have forgotten cbout ¥he Senhs YHany feel the Merinen opt
ghould net hove pulled out of 4t beceuse it gives *Charlic’ (the Communists)
more ground to fight ine"

Standing in n helicoptor lemding cone waiting o be lifted into the
operationesl oreay he continueds

asoiore routor
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*T don's mind going inte &-—but I'm not heppy about ite I'd
rather sitoy back=—TI have 52 deys left (in Vieinam),~  The other troops
are worried too. Ve're losing td many men over heres ’ Oux y‘(mit hasn'
becn hit too bad, but my brother-in-sw law is in encther regiment and it

g
h heas been hit pretty hord all the time.®

Lie Jock Harty, e Z&W&;remm platoon leader from

Atlentay, Gas., with a unit about %o be helicopter into the Khe Sanh

area explaineds
"Some people are locking forward to returning to the Khe Sanh area~-but

. ¢
gome aren'ts They're afraid of 'incoming' rounds from that artillery

the NVA pight still have in Leoss Intelligence showed alot up there
(i the Co Rac mountains of Leos) 1last monthy but oUF W I made a visual

reconnaissance of the area and it showed nothings™
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Bven senlor commenders sre mystified as to what has heppeoned to the

potent 130 s millimder field artillery the commmist kad buricd in the

oY P

sides of the Co Bao' in Loeose Some oi‘fic:xers believe the artillery
pileces are now being shuitled sround to unknewn gunpositions in Laooe—
but others fear tlze@u tubes are being towed further south, even into

South Vietnam propery where they would net be immme from Allied ground

foroose The last time the Mmerican officers know that the Comunist
g last of the .
artillery in Laos has been firved was July Geegii the day WEERYmo 5 Marines

Mde-notivated” or shandoned the Khe Sanh bases
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The return to Khe Senh began October 4y when in a well=coordinatedy
45-minute helicopter shuttling operationy Kile comgany, 3rd Battalion of
the 4th Marines was landed seversl hundred yards from the northern end of the
old Khe Senh runwaye Their laonding zone had been-—during the GHZ TT-day
slege period=-the bunkering position of the lst Battalion of the 9th
Merines on a finger-like # knob directl;f overlooking the combat bases The
troopers of this unit--regponsible for securing and moving alr-doppe
air-dropped supplies from the drop zone at the ond of the runway——had
convinced themselves they had heard Communiste tunneling under their
hill-knob with shovels sweddled in burlep ceckss The Communists never did
biow up the hill end Merine positions, but vhen Kilo Conpany landed ety
there last week, the W7 knob was hardly mecognizeble becsusc of the

Morines' demoliiien end bulldozer work oo they departeds
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Kilo Company had also been the last company out of the Khe Ssnh
area during the evacuation lagiesely in Jyuly. Gunny Sai?gt. ‘Sa?geant
Raymond Hatchelly 38, ox Florence, Se Ce remenmbered well :ﬂ;a;rl d‘;j)axture
from Hill 471, 500 yards away from the gerbage dump road of the Khe Sanh
combat bases

"Just 2g we wore leaviag, I was awfully busy," the seniar sergeant in
the company ecxploinedes "About D pete we got a radio message that we were
to hold on Hill 471 +that nighte Then the helicopters came in and said that
weld have to evaosuate that%. on: five minustes el notige. ¥hen the
VA saw all the activity that we were getting ready to move out, they
gtarted mortaring ve. They threw im 40 or 50 mortars on us snd I had te
move the comreny 400 meterg away from there so the helicopters could come
ine Then we were Iokermdmsmnssimam {lovm oute That%s how we lof'$ Khe Senh,®

Lest weel:y, thoughy Kilo company landed ﬁnopposed on the positioneir
"With not one shot being f‘i:ed;‘\-fgﬁ | mas followed by Merine engineco®s,

who with "book=hoe" mochines dug out circular indentationsg for the

i ond trenchlincs feormadise

Merine and Vieinemese artillery ithe

e,ndmr hunkering positions for the HMarine troopers.

s
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actually a prelude to the infentry operstion the r oxt dmr,( “wm

It m necessary to move the artillery forverd in order that the ground

@e troops would consistently during the operaticn Ve moving vnder the

umbrella of indirect fire aupport; Kilo company was $lx necessary to protect
W

tae artiliery posltion *‘rom?ground attackse T™e ground operation thet

followed the next day was: called the "Halk "Nanking Action" bhecause only

g¥gan infantry units f:'om the ﬂc Ath Marine Regiment were in€bd invelved——

“.o:..»'"

eand in the 192()2 the 4th Marines were hased in CGhinas This bit of

historical nostalgia did not mean much to the youmg }?fwlnea, zvpr;

o e @[k o2

\
on o#TTT-fn official chart, one youngster had spelled £% "Nen King. "
"He probably thought it was the name of seme=eme scmechots girl friond,®
angt cldeorly ser wepsen-off warrant officer explained. "You never canft tell

what these young Harineg think about."
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Through=out the first day, Nanking had no contact with the Communistsg

one @jirine “?a#‘ﬁoriously wounded, howevery by accidentally stepping on
P [rre i fen s )
el rd mTe anti-personnel mine,

Twron i‘ter # leaving the Khe Sanh arce in July, Kilo company had

roved of patrolled arocund the KhdBEEN abandoned remains of the

base~—at onc timey it bivouscked directly across the river firom the bases

!’he comnany oqmmeadem
’ & - Capte Siduncy E, Thomas, 31, sald, "There's no
Bt § 7 vy

problem for us W&m I don's feel I ever lefd Khe Sanhe

We've been patrolling southeast of herce We'ye been in a mobile posture

and know the &I’Q:’lff@ll 50 e have no fear in I‘eturninocﬁ”'
b
20 M3 f’::_:.--/ . in A

Capte Thomas had assmem"ommsndwm while it was in

and since then, <, /0 «%})‘2—
Khe Sanh; citowrdesepbing-dn=dghy; —tire conpany movod to other patrol
oxtrot Rid

P
basesy; Lad beea sent io assist a sister oomkany in heavy fl"é'c“{'} had found

P VN u.j" &

-__.--n-.

Comnuniazt base camps, and had ehye *een Zmsaulted o\&

Al

its frontlines owdge3? by the Comuunists ottmer=win attociiing uwphill,
Kile lost 20 @ killed and 20 woundedj the Comnunists loft 70 dead behind,
Since April, +%ic company hes suffered 30 killed and 75 woundede=—roughly

75 per cent battle casualties in six monthss "We'ye had owr chare of
casualiies," the ceptain egoid softly,
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A,Z' AR I, MG
One troocper with “artillery unigf had also been in Khe Sanh in JU&

June——after the siege was lifted on April 1, but béfore it was cvacuated

on July 6, He was Sgte Alan Bollings, 21, of BIFGIAZAET™D
Birmingham, Alay o scetion chief for the 105 millimeter h% howitzers.
"I was gled to come ba¥™UP back ¥ here ngain," he saide "I like
it up here. There's alot better weathery stenery and gunpositions up herec.
I was a little suprised in a ways I thought the eirstrip had been taken
up—but it still looks the same ag a¥ alwayse
"When I was here in Juyne we were still taking alet of incoming., I
remember we w?re positioned on the scuthern end of the runway and we
wdF% lowerifF our sms so we could fire point Blenk info a trecline 2500
meters awaye / ﬁ After we left Khe Sanh, we began moving from one
fire support hase to enothers Coming back to Khe Sanmh is just like

another operat Lon. We have 'i;o Qe ,gvor here for such a long time it's just
R

like moving intc m Havle or Catese™
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The noxt day=-the larines called it D-Day=-—other elements of the
4th Marines were heli=lifted at 10 a.me into two landing sone areas
north and south of Hig’mm‘it near the old Special Fgrces camp of
Lang Vei=—-gome 8000 meters to the west of Khe Sanhe ‘Their missions
was %o begin a sweeping and es extensive searching sction-$ewr towerds
Kne Senh and the Nanking fire support bases These elements lended without
opposition-~and have had only sporadic contact toalt dote,

The Lang Vel Speciel Forces comp had been overrun on Febru.ax-y {th-- p

™y e D ¢ IV

s

when Khe Sanh was under siege and whoml \@qe Allied units wcremn

the battle of lipe during the Tet offensive, The camp was overrun with the
introduction of Spviet-made PT-76 ammored vohicles—the first used in the s
waz;i-b Intelligence reports had previously mentioned Communist armor in the
area~~but the Special Forces had not laid out anti-tank ®he mines on their
perimeter, they were unable to stop the advance of the M\ﬁ

.p mobile pillboxes and the camp fell in a hectic battle.
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o’

On D=Doy plus l.a.basdalier of the lst Vietnamese Amy Divigion
was helidropped without opposition onto Hill 801 Qbuth-the seene of vicious
fishtine northmost of Khe Sanh in mid-196T7. Heevy readar-controlled
air bombardnents preceded the Vietnamese heli~lif% in on area where
Anmerican helicopters had spottod Commmniste in heavily bunkered and
c#* camouflaged positionse

Since then ;the 2500 Allied ground troops continue to search the

and sweep the & area with only = ié light contact from the Communistoe

==end reuter
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