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SAIGOE, JULT 16~In o pot@Etil potentislly major development,
flanoi hes withdrewm on estimoted onew-gquarter to one-third of ito
liorth Vietnomese main-force troops from South Vietnam, informed sources
Using the avithmotic of official /‘morican military cotimatcs, the
Borth Vietnemose troops, omoe oonsideved to mumbor 80,000 in the South,
has beon reduced in mmber by betwoen ton twenty thousand to twenty soven

thousend, %zmzmummwmwwmﬁ,m w/éa,ooo.
2 noving aoross South Tietnan'sg

bordes=-linos have reportedly tckon up tholr troditional bose scnotunyies in
leosy Cambodia end lorth Vietnmme Thic Lo considered hore to mean they could
be ordered bad: for batiles in tho Southeeoven in tho capital of Soigone
on short noticos Ohe troop vwithdrawl 4o from the South 1n comcideved et
zammparzafmmimgmmwm%wam
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in militery m&m;ﬂgincmﬁw W—um moat pronounced
and piigo prolonged;yot during 1968s
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noe of pulling the North Vicinsmese troops ackoss the

boundery border-lines of the South into nearby base aress is open %o
W_fﬁim hores

le I this snduiilyresasor-o the wEwmn uwnennounoed, taedt Communist
militery=®s do-oscalation of the wer which imerdsun negotiaters in Peris have
been msing for in retwrn for stopping the bombing “ond other m of war®
againgt North Vietnam? The North Victnomose &wfr delegation in Peris has
repootedly sold Henoi would not ropeat not reciprocetoy tut the fmoricen
delegation has urged o tacity uwnofficial d»¢ de-cocolatione
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In shorty 45 this o meve tomards poase? hmszf'mm"m
facilitate.progress-
permenent militery withdrewal o0 P8t the P proliminary Pevic pesce talks ?

2 Op, 1is tho withdvewsl o troditional tecticel militery

conveniencog op #88s nocosoity, of o vory temporaxy durationy oo thet

Horth Vietnsmese trocpe mmm,wmmmmwmm»wa—-

bloody fichting?
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3¢ Op doos the vAthdrawsl mean both, but in Veryang tine fremes? Is
Hanod using eopplying the elassical carrot-and=stick taotie, deliberately
de~csoalation in July to intl entice Americon concessions in Paris end
on exitin end to the bombing of the North, vhile simultaneously preparing
for a mejor offensive in lugust? ‘
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Officially, /mericen and aezﬁ.or imerican and Viotnemese officers
in Seigon—but not nocessexily in the ficld commends ove the Commmists
are winding wp t‘w a mongterous military offencives

But;—¥other Allled sources note that the highost Viot Cong
political and military commend—-onlled COSVN, or Central Of Offive
opfice $of South Vietnamhes held in early July ssfl e high~level
session, of soveral days duration, thought to be discussing and
deeiding major p&t policy actions for tho futures &mﬂx@

: around Saigon. .
«@orm Viet Cong military commands immedintely
a mm
Mna te to COSVE are holding meobim St e

COSVY runs the Communist side of the war in the southern cne-third of

South Vietnem, while e & North Vietnamose commend rums the wer in the

Northern two=thirds of the repuc Southe
==pore reuter
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Intelumwaam&tﬁhathﬁatemmuam’hamm
etill in the ‘oxl: sbout any major policy docision COSVE may have madee
They espoot 1t will teke daye, if not wocks, for the COSVH decisions
and orders to percolate dowm to their subordinete eohelons and have them
gmgemnn propered $o implement the decislons Gonerelly, tho it~ a
t&wlwof mﬁsmmmwﬁemm”mm
documents or prisoners, wﬂmaMMmﬂdMﬁmt&e
muwmﬂmga-m,m seoad Ofle
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~ For soveral weeks now, ficld commandors svound Soigon have been
awingmydidmtfmmwméarmistﬁﬁnamemﬁmmiw

Viet Cong units, mixed with some Northerners, were withdrawing from the

immodiete Soigom porimeter into nintommediate base arcasy® half way between

Camboddia and the capitol.
Currently, American field commanders around Seigon—-and informed

Victnamesc sources==boliove no major Viet Cong offensive is in the wind
anyvhere in tho country during the two renaining wodks ?i} Julye Small=goale
texroriem, ninor goir woir deizmishes and sporadic vodtet fire into the

urban centers are still a ;pommnw.

The now target date for any major Communist offensive is pretty well
agsopted to be in August, ma&eﬁ;& some %o coincide # and designed
%o influonce tho fmerican Republie’ ana Democratic conventions next monthe
Thove ie considorable debate emong the Amorican community here vhether a
major Commumist thrust—edther with big-unit formations or high pee psychologiecal
inpaot seci aotions, such as Tosketing—~would benefit e soft-line Mmoricen
Progidentiel cendidate, or & hard-lincm end how it may offeet the

drafting of the party platforms on the Viotnam lssues jfm Victnamese sources
believe the Commgnists may use August 19th as o pivot date for an offensive %o
mayk the 23w twenty third enniversary of their "general wprising” in vhich

power was seized B and tsken into the hands of the population fxom the

defented Jepenese off ocoupation forces here at tho end of Vorld Ver Il.
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will pull somothing in August,’ Wi Americen sources sposking more =y

ahout ES "gemeral offensive™ involving big-umit sotions, but ﬁWeﬁxmae

" $alicing more sbout o "goneral wprising® involving m@-mpm:az b i

actions but low~lovel, guerrille~styled military ections in the urban ccnterse
(Banizz tomormow I'm going on press trip, returning in the evening.
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