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3AT0CN, JULY 27-~-It is now being openly disoussed ia informed eircles
on® of their

heret The Communists have withdrem “a large proportl
mein-forece wnite from South Vietnems

| el seurses etimate that the Communist bigwmit
fnmtﬁmu }ﬁw& have withdrawn soross South Vietnan's borders "might
well be more then Fifty per cents" They ostimate that elements of
soven Communist divisioms heve withdrewn into Cambodias, Leos and North
a8 twelve Communist divieions

Vietname In the past, at least teu-tommmint:
Barlier this month, infommed sources estimated thet beiveen
2% twenty five to thirty %m ;;e# am of the Commmict main force wnite-s
@ had withdrewm into mﬁm& m&&mﬁw outside of the Southe
Bocause of the difficulties of intelligence gathering end
interpretation hore, these statistical estimetes ere gonerally
considered os “eorder of mognitude® @g?ﬁ guidelines or "bullpavic figuree"
sific Tactusl dotos 50
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Thie de faoto Commmist de-cscalagion of tho war-—vefloctod

in the "mdducd” level of fighting and the redused casualtios oa all
sides~has increased speculation, if not epprchenpion, in Vietnemose
government oircles thet the Americen policy-mehers might mske a m&m
and drsmetic move at the Paris peace telks, pessibly to inelude

& oessation of the bombing over North Vietnams, This would, secording
the line of reosoning, asooelerate the momentum of the Paris pesoe talks,
lo with morican Presidentisl convention or

poosibly dosigned to coined
elestion timotabloss
Other informed sources, however, do net repeat not believs either
the Americons or North Vietnamese in Pards ave ocomitted do-dvematic
enn o fixed timetsble for making omuelsd docisions,
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Prom the militery point of view, the withdrawal of the Communist
units, mostly Horth Vietnamese Army unite, "is not without procedont

ag one infommed source explained. "last fall, the Commmnists did the same
thing, sending their mm bagk and fnm mm the bordersi...liets

from the politieal point of ﬂm the Mwmum oomos
at = crucielly sensitive moment, whon Americen noog negotiatore in
Paris heve been demanding some sort of unspocified wndefined Commmist
reciprocity before meoting the North Vietnamese condition of ceasing
2ll bembing "and other acts of war" asgeinst the Norths
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Lot divieions that have at least pertially

G the seven Commmun:
wt withdrewn soroes the South Vietnomese bowders, the exit from the
five northermmont provinces, oalled I Corps, sesums o be particwlarly
proncunceds It is reported that two of the five North Vietnamose
divisions ordinerily operating south of the demilitarised somo have
slipped back across the line into North Viotnamy or westwarde into Loose
Those ore the 320%h end 304th Divigions, olements of vhioh formerly
olang to the Americen Marimes operating avound Khe Senhs A third
divisions the 325C Divisiom, lef¥ the Fhe Senh eres lest spring end moved
aouthwasds into the Kontum-Dak To perimoterss It ie now believed %o have
daftatbartionthen swerved weotwerd to vest ond regrowp in a traditionsl
sanotuery in Combodins Some sources believe 1t is moving southwards

by toverds the Saigon aves on the Cambodimn side of the borders
A fourth divisicm, the et North Vietnomese Ay Divisiomy has
also exited South Vietnam and moved mewbmmsdmr across the border inte
o Cembodian ssnotuarys This division formerly wmoved in om-w9s o wmogt-oant
axie 30 along the Fleiky/ Kontus-Bish Dish sxts ia the northern two-thinds
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, sries of the JEI¥bE Saigon avea, the Commmist
order of battlo is more confuseds In the past thres Communiet divieclons
have oporated in s wide refiug from Saigon=-the Hthy Tth end 9th Divislonss
These are callod Viet Comp Divisions and wore exclusively Southern

in cheractor seversl yoars amoe But with the bigh csoualtien suffered

by these "homegrowm" yeoruits, es distined from the North Vietnemese,,
more end more Northemmers have boen brought in as replagenents, not

only for rorkesnd=file troopss but elso for ctim unit commanders and
political officerss  These "mized” divisions eround Saigow "have now

disappecved on the Allles," es ome informed scurco expleineds

Some believe elemente of these thres divisions have moved asrose
the border into mnother Cambodiasn sanctuary, or they may have fragmented
into smeller unite to hide out in isolated arvess of the Souths

(Berkcs 1 consider this en update of my decscalation erticle of
July 16, ~&¥Eo with move specific deteils in its I thimk this io ¢us’
noat WW% development in Vietnem at this timosevery

R ~.~, g0 it wi may be worth the spase. Also, thore was @

s n geoddential firve in the mam office we vhore we get out maily if you've

sont me sny importent messages vie meil during the past week, I probably

won'4 receive theme Rogords Dev)s
wumond router
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