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larcest militory operation to dnie in the Vietnam war, launched early
thisg %@:,@ represents in massive form a modulation, but not a

ghange in 211ded strategy here.

This operation, along with the braakmgaf the silege
of ¥he Janh nlongthe demilitarized zome, indicates to relisble sources

“

here, the Aliies have regeined Fhe momentuN of the post=~Tet war-—a
sﬁ.g;uﬁa nt development as Vietnam. p@m@&mﬁﬁ@m w{alks to begin
talking” apear appear ugder abnms te begine
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The massive militery opers tion, setting & new tone if not a trond
in the wary represenis a de-conventionalization of Allied militery power,
as well 2z o new scope in gsoordinating and marshalling the gresiest
number of Allied troop rescurcaes in a single Corps arcis
S oignificently desipgned tot

x ey

1. to acoelerate and coordimnte the Allded strategic and tectical

specifically, the operation is mX b

offensive in the 11 ;;m?incés around Saigon, which are the pivet points
to the militery defense of the capitals The operations if militarily
succescsful, would attempt to roliove the political~psyohological

saigon in the wake of the Communist

atote of nenr-depression in the™e®

Tet offensive zmd more recently the lmﬂ.ng, pease talks which raise
S .\W,..m.\..w‘

spectres of unsertainty in the capttEls™
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Au‘bhm&;&%ﬁﬁ% souUrses }wre heliave i:ize camuni stz have suffered a shatt
militsry defeat aﬁ;ig&/fallawing the Communist Tet offensive and that
the Allies have held the militaxy i:xiti?:%gesimﬁ initistive since then.

In fact, these sources believe the Communisis have suffered so heavily
they osn not launch & seoond wave of sensational attecks into Gaigon,
dupiiosting ghtheir Tet fermule, without significant reinforcements

from Herth Vjetname—the reinforcementis they will be able to get fasier

within-the reduction of bombiwg o¥es mmerican bombing over the Hyrihs
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2. %o spray, rather than the concentraie, Allied maneuver battaliona
and peremilitary units in order to counter the Communists across %haf

epectrum of their unit formations, from the squads in tBe has
gnog-eesh hanmlet, the platoons in many villages up to their main force
vattalions., The strategy here is still General William C, Vestmoreland's

seaxeh=ani-destroy operation--but the target, instead of being

predominantly sgoinst Communist main force units, colp
foousing on the whole array of the Commumnist militery formntion.
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3, Tithin the main force war, the Allied pover is swinging in step
with # double~trend in Communist strotegy, first, to fregment thelr
large units, from regiments inte battalions and from battalions
into spe separcte compenies, and second, o glue 446 this fret
gx. fragmented main foree strength sround the mict¥Ex urban centers, instead
of returning %o their former jungled base areas along the border
frontiers.

“we were surprised the Communisis ordersd their units %o
famer brock up and stay in a belt along the cities," one Allied
source expleined, "They hoave been %sking £ tremendous losscs as we
moved our ircops and firepower against thems 5oy the fllies are now
fragmenting to meet their frogmented units, end in doing so we OER OV

cover more ground than before.”
later, the cperation is expected to attempt blocking the five

the smmmupeswemmtEom Communists use in moving thek

their men mnd supplies into the outer geigon perimeters
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The militery operation is nemed Toan Thang, @& Vietnamece

Vw e ~'”:’Z""" iR o . A
1ahle ﬁﬁ&ﬁiﬁg cortal "Runbahamigennng 5%@@9‘%3 mctml"ﬁ'

total 0F of 90-Allied meneuves battalions are oommitted to the Batta
bvattle ( imeoricnn, Vietnamese)y :in addition to more than
59@%' Vietnamese paramilitary troopers called Regional and Popular
Forcess The srea of operation invelves all eleven provinces in the
taotisal aren oalled Three Corps by the Vietnamese command and Feld

FPoroce Two by the Americsn commands
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The eperation is under the direction of Vietnamese 0OXps
commender, Cenersl Le Nguyen Kheng, and Amerioan Field Force commender,
Lts Conoral Fred Veyand, who daily review t%@ﬂd orchestrate the
their troop movementse

= wherets very olose Vietnamese end American coordination,” one
reliable souroe explained. wihig isn't the first time, but it is
the first time on such a continuing basis. There's & daily review by
the two gensrals——where should they concentrate their troopsy should
the imericens and Vietnamese sttack jointly, and if so where and how.

ind there's » continuing integration of intelligence."
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one relisble source explaineds
nihia operation doesn'i lock too sexy as far as the blue arrow

boys are OLNSEROSHNAS ened,”" ooncerned, There's not & m- ssive

blue srrow simed at & blue govne—8EE, wheret the enemy is soncentrateds
But, in terms of the fragmented enemy strength, we are moving

. everywhere—and we don't have to go too far to find tb.em. "\}37@3;“/

this operation gave our troops the sense of an offensive sand was

a moanas to get a handle on alot of scattered units. In this cperntion,

we'll invelve the Viectnamese Regional and Popular Foraes to0 & grester

degreey, plus Vietnamese Hational Police as welle"
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opemman Toan 'ﬁmns»-cmpleta Victory~is an extension of the

Quyot TA™ T

previously been the largest. ap@mmmwm?w:mwm with

56 battalioms ( Mmericon, Vietnemese) onded lest week with a
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Quyet Thang

of criticism end derision frem'Radio Hanol, since he stole the name

of a Communist opercition launched during the decisive battle of Dien

Bien Phu fourteen years agoe The operation was also mildly iticized

"alleging it was more publie

by some Western ¢
i - than a traditional kind of military cperations

1F8® reliable sources at the corps hesdguarters here

igrore their quibbles as irrelevant gi:é o
#

and changing atrategy involved in the cperalione )
(Fomee——TFIT T1l¢ thrce or four strategyp~typc storich imtho-noxt

niervicws on ny veoRerd é%;"crip.
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coudd=08 Tul & ss‘?parafe‘“ﬁ?r IIAIS0, 1 think we necd to do 2 more
Teaction piecc on pesce overturesy
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