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CEU HAI, SOUTH VIET NAM--Religious clergy-~whether in black Catholie
robes or saffron Buddhist gowms--~have relustently ez,gr?ed to peaceful
co~existence with the Red commissers in this countryside erea,

Hugging the South mxina aoa y three m:uea fm the provincial
ugp capital of Phuoo Le m\m air mikes HOFEhS:
increased pressure of Viet Cong Communist guerrillas has forced the clergy

sf&MSaimm

to nocept a teolt agreement at this village level.

At the Saigon level, Catholic priests wielded considerable
influence againsté the Commmists until the downfall of the Ngo Dinh Diem
regime in November, 1963, Since thm, militant political Buddhist priests
in Saigon have been geining in politicel power as they sucessfudly
spearheaded opposition to Diem and successive governments. Nany
Saigonese, including ex-Prime Minister Traon Ven Huong, accused the
Puddhiet leadership of aiding the CommmniestemEwSRLm

(More)
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insort after pave 1, page 3 x x x the govermment etretegic hamlets x &
Ve adgked why the Viet Cong allowed him to go frée.
"Ohy they 1ot mo alone beosuse I have
vonvinoed them that I am concerned only with mettors of the soul end
do not ot involved in politios," be explained lmw&w; “0f course,
ainse they do mot beliove im the soul, thoy fisure I am% hurt theme ™
upplok vage 2 of pare 3 x x x ho expledned x = B
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Incert efter 2nd pera page 2 x x x vho's in pomer x x

The villegera of Ghu Hei compledned complied with Viet Cong
@m@x‘s that they were not to fly the yellow and med governnent
flag Sher the Chinese New Year holidays, but the am Commurdst
guerrillas had not told them to fly mbam%mw flags of the

Eihm Netional Liberationm Fromt, the politicnl backbone of the

guerrilla movements

A twmm trenty=-yeor-0ld Catholic seminarien, studying his firet
yoar of philosophy in Saigon cxplained that the Vied Cong ravely
enter this village skirting & national paved highweye Put several
nights ego the Viet Cong ontered early in the evening to wish the people
& happy Chinese New Yesr over a loudspeckers He ceid that villagers
regulerly enccutor the Viet Cong vhen they go out inmbto the fields to ferm
their rice peddies, or are cnroute to ihe eve to fish or go to the
foreats for cutting wood and making Wae charcoals

"But as long as the people poy their tezes to the Tiet Cong, they
let us alone," he explained, "so we con meke & living,"

upplok pera 3 page 2 x x x a younger oatholic priest x x x
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"ve live in a no-men's land,” sxplaine&m%g'luwmld* erem—cut
@ Romon Catholic priest in this village abounding in firs, banana
trees and three thousund refugees fron North Tiet Nam in 1954

“iost of the time no one ig really in control, but occassionally
both sldes poss through. e For the noxt three days, the area belongs to
'the governmoent because Mmré/; narine company based here. But oven
then the Viet Cong can roam arcund a”t at will anlzr\half o mile avay.f
We Catholics will not oppose any regime cxzeept o positively Commumist oneg
othexwice we amre not particuiar vho's in power."

& younger Catholic pricst from the village of Binh Gia, famous
for one of the bloodiest and longest baittles of the war lasi monthy
expleined that the Viet Cong had recently come %o his parishioners
begging for rice and money.

"Yes, they always ask very politely for money and food," he
@ explained patting his greying crewout thet vas sbout three weeks
overdue for a trime "But in their polite request there are undertones

of a threat.
“f've arrengeds a modus m vevendi with thems I've told them
we'll pay their taxes end give them rice occasionally and once in a

vhile me'll sorve fmw as their porterss But I told them we have fought

ageinst the French for so long in Horth Viet Nem that we are nll tired oute

But even then thoy still take saa? wﬁ; my perishioners as recrults.
Moroe
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"However, I told the VietCong if they rush us too hard, we'll jump
into the fight heve in the South~-of course, I don't tell them which
side wo'll jump im with," he said lsughingly, "And this leads to my
second polnt, comrades, I tell them. If you im people tax us too hoavily
or pressure us too much, we will move into the armed cemps (the govermment
strategic ham&ws).”

He explained that the Viet Cong taxes had risen sharply, glving as sn
W emample that a rubber plantetion worker earning 10,000 (Us$150)
a year would have %o pay half of it to the Viet Congy, while last year he
would have paid only one~tenth of it, (Us$15), A Buddhist
charcoal maker also explained tme that he had to pay one plastres (1} cents)
for every bundle of wood he out more than two miles from his home,

In a small Buddhist pagods only two miles from the provineial
capitel, a saffron-robed, shaven-headed monk explained that "the people
in this ares m ere very misereble because of the fighting.

"The Viet Cong have never Wua harassed me," he continued, "and the
Viet Cong never hurt the people or teke anything from the people without
paying fuz- 1h I'm not particularly ageinst Communism, but Buddhists
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He explained there had not yet been any religious trouble
in this sves, "but I was warned by the Seigom Buddhist leaders to wateh
out for such oppression by the government in the near future," (The
opposition of the Buddhist leaders in Seigon left ome Buddhist Igme
follower here bewildered, "I don't understand the Buddhist leaders
in Saigon," the Buddhist follower explained. "They must be different
Buddhists from us, bedsuse our kind of Buddhists are not supposed to
upsét thimm’m supposed to try to get along with things as they are
a nd improve ourselves morally,") )

The Buddhist priest, however, who seemed to reflect the anti~
American stand of the Saigom Buddhist leadership said "There has
been no imerican aid in this area because the big shots tske all of the
aid for their own pockets, The aid never gets to the people.f The
people in this area meke Jjust enough to live oms They too have to
pay g texos to the Liberetion Front (the Viet Cong guerrillas), but
the taxes are not very high."

The Catheolie priests in the area, however,
expregsed the belief that the Buddhist "oppression" eﬁ&l complaints
were "obviously part of a Communist conspiracy., The Communists
have & certain number of Communist party members on the high Puddhist

L

councils--but it really only tekes one Party member and the ﬂ; agitators

can do the rest, We think there are Communists at ell levels of the
government and the society and their chief aim is to agitate and keep the
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One Catholic priest agreed with the arguments of the Buddhist
priest on the topiec of Ameriocen aide

*“The smericen a id is not effective,” The energetic Catholic
priest explained, fingering hic bevets "The Mmericans trust people
too much, You must bargein with the Viotnemese-—like any @,Oriental,

“You gsive us gifts, but there's mo responsibility attached $o it
a nd without respmeabﬂit# there'n ngl}m assure nce of loyalty. You give
aid to the govermment offioclals snd just auppose they will give 1t to the
people—-but they don't.” ‘

eﬁ » tholic seminsrien, the som of a fernor, —exalaingd HhAt the—
Amerioans m are trying to helv the Vi;t Vietnamose people have a
higher standaxd of living. "B

“I don't know whether much progress heas been made or not," he
explained, "but I vesd sbout ¥r, MeNamsra (American Secretary of Defense)
end Mr, Taylor (Americen imbassedor to Viet Nam) saying thet things
are getiing better, ¥ so I probably don't understand everything.
~ As for people in this village, some things are improving and some are not.
Then we first moved here several years age from North Viet Nam, this was
only woods end forests, so we cleared it and set up temporary houses—and n
now you see, there are even soveral cement houses.

nButmthamorhml, there seems to be more Viet Cong than ever

before."
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