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STALAG 17~/ LA VISTHAM

TUY HOA, SOUTH VIETNAM~-The motel-like, powler blue compound for
the 85 imoricen advisors based hewe ounled with wire and
machinegun turrete--is porhaps o symbol of the state of siocge
vhich inoreased Communist politiocel and military strongth has
impeced upon: govermment citics north of Saigon.

The American advisors have built a rather elaborate defense
systen svound their compound by building 2’%@ powder=blue
tuswets at the four corners of tho compounds

. "Bagh ﬂﬁm;ameu during the might, the Vietnomese guards
pound e big Msz&a signel all's will," one Amorican advisor
mzmaﬁ "“We found they could hit the gong M by -giliding
&m mmm stonding up, ﬂamWMMmmWh&m e
almz;a koep anti-porsonnel mines around the base of the turzet in case

wo are overrun,” he ezplained.
"We call our compound Stalag 17. It is & prisom--cxzocpt
the machineguns ave pointing outwards.”
(soze )
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%%MMMameﬁmasﬁamﬂm mil«aemx;kf;
Saicon, American awmy ond mﬁnﬂ undite have lended in major pockets or
& oo-colled "enclaves®" of military stremgthe. But without Amoricanm
combat troops--the Viet Cong Communist guerrillas end subversives,
reinforced by North Viotnamese Asmy undts have creoated their u;!gt; L,

enclaves along the South China MQW
the jungled mountein highlands in the roaw,

%mammwwrﬁw fmorican compoundydm o crumbling,
vine-covered Fremch fort guaxding the Mmmmms
poinful reminder that the Amoricans avo now ® in GHAR
mma.mmm;mrmmaaﬁm

M om: the mildtary side, the only taotical weapom yHS
the Mmoricans have which the Fremch did not is helicoptersy vhich have

inoressed their mobility,

(1ore)
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Homce, vhile French troops wore ml bound, Vietnamese government
troops, by favscking the seourity of the reads im many cases, ore virtually
ad=bourie '

411 roads leoding t¢ Tuy Hoe from any divection no longer exist,”
one Amorican sdvisor exploined, "The Viet Cong wander betweem the
ernmont battalions around

bloom out bridges-ng try to put several go
sfridmdns  to hold 1% o thet 1t's not & Viet mg:vaWMm
stort farming themsslves,®

Arvourd this smell Vietnomese eity of 25,000 population the Vimdx
Communicts have imposed a virtusl state of siege. To the north,
Tiotnimoso govermment troops can STy drive hlmmMbendn onc mle
(w& kilometers) out of the oity limits, Going south, they can drive
Siwe: throe miles (five kilemotors)s  Om he west, the Viet Cong
ama&fmgm atg m‘l an ( gg:e ﬁim::% outeide the
clty Thmbdea, mmemmmmmmwm

Tho B national reilroad is usable for 15 miles (25 kilometers) to the
next & village, but is too oxpensive to operate and fuel is too difficult
o impords

(uoze)
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“In late Mey, the provineisl highvay to the west had 80 ditches and
cute in it within a %iu five kilometers stretch,” one Amoricon
sdvisor cxpleineds "W used tvo Sum Viotnemese oxmy bettaliond-iear
the rosds It took them four days to scouve it amd to £111 wp the 80

lsmem The morning after we lefi, the Viet cug Cong

35 new outs in ite Ve haven't gone

back sinces
Within the city limite of Tuy Hoay m cement bunker v
maﬁie mochinegun portholes hae been newly built, It also scrves e

the sovernment flagpole in the center of the city.

“The am&n@? commonding general several wecks age put oub the
order 4o derend the towm on every street cormery™ one American
\fiom—exoept 0 Tieht on the

advisor explainode “There's mo place t 3
stroot sormeras He oloe ordered govermmont civil servents to
fm be omed o defend themselvesg he said he was tired of heving his

troopa dofond oleXicse™

Sven 50, last month Viet Cong B
charges noor the American militery oil depot-=the depot was savel
but one armored personnel caxricr was damegeds Other Viet Cong
m terrorists hove planted mines on the y&i&fﬂg practice

firing range of American and government ms, E
ines threw two Americen enlinged men out of their jeops, b ey
m 7

gsonped with only soratohed 1legSe
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Bossuse of the state of slege, the newly-cénstructed Shell
gos stetions throughout the odty heve no goe to solls Cament for
new construction is in domends The price of boer !wﬁ mpleé.

o bleek merket price of rice is deuble the TAf officiel governmont

fixed rwice within the city-——oven though the suzwouniing valleys
are a x?aea surpius m@?“mw eAMEwT
% some of the isolated district towns Ny
e — government-controlled rice stooks, In those

tholr SRR
mg&, arceagy the Viet Comg sell one kilo of rice to sach poasant~—

et loss then the bleck market price--if the villegers will meve four

kilometers intc Viet Cong LETRe LOrTi borye Bt K S T TR

Iy

to listen t0 o Communist propagenda lecture,

TGRIORROWs THE PLBIKU AIRLIFT.
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