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(This is the £58E last of a two-part series on the militery
gituation in the Vietnam war, This article discusses the war from

the uniat vi t)e
Communist viewpoint) “f"ur-wi“?‘ous
SAIGON, AUGUST 6--A few weeks after the r Communist

French Indewahw nm.de one Y
shook his head d lemented, "No ome here has read Truon minh.

5
lightning sttacks

"The whole Tet offensive is spelled out im his bo
into the citiess But, no one has read him,"

The journalist referred to the 60-year-old BITItar militant
Gommunist who has served as the chief 16 ideologist of North Vietnams
I 1945, ot the close of World War II, he played a leading role
t; events which culminated with the general insurrection and the people's
seizure of power from the defeated Japanese army., These tactics of
take-over are chromicled by him in a short study called "The August

Revolution" and should be re%l as a g’g;yep ;qg for gmunigz il

geizure of power as applica}alm as/23 years ago TH"RUZUNt vhen

it was successfully employed.
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Truong @%5 Chinh's writing maps out the political sirategy
of Communist revolutionary warfare-—-but the great rhythms of military

gtrategy ere still best defined, systematized and wmulma& By

mm »mr_. e

a s nther'ﬁawshi ﬁ:izzh
vaﬁ%% “$ifss Then SPPYOSELOR

"athar vy 16 aers, S (e

S T (T

"6 Long Maroh,"
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Read together, Mao end Truong Qh}nh, '!:he&ir mtings provide not
only complementary political and militery omf revolutionary
warfere of a W by~gone arwhut components still appl iﬁaﬁle, as the
& veteran journalist IRUTSELSE== indicated, im providing a semse of
divestion for the future. SB &m&ﬁﬁaallm- Mao's guerrilla werfare
prihoiplee-«-the dynemics, movements and progressions of this
unconventiona 1 snd complex kind of warfare-—is still the :med&tion
of the Communigt military policies of fighting im the Southy; in genorel he
use of o peasentry waging warfare in the countryside as a means %o eneircle
and finally defeat the urban centerss But, Truomg Chinh's political

stratesy of the August Revolutiom is %m;:;sg; oloser to the Russian pupssh
G NCe

Commund st putsch of 1917, by ofFEyrms o >

to seizure power in the streets of the citiess These two Mao-ist~

the urban working class

Moscow components thus seem to ré¥¥éct be equal or . unequal parts of
the whole embodied inm today's current Communist appeal in the gouths

s call for the "general offensive and the general uprising."
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Mmis duelity of s%e sira tegic lines in achieving vietory now gives

the &mmi a lileval war GEUREETIG in the South—a differentiation
between the big-unit military formations and the imperceptibley yet
omnipresent clandestine and quesi-military structures which are necessary
im igniting an uprisings

As of this writings; the Communist big-unit formetiong=-mostly
of North Vietnemese origin-—are on the sirategic retreat; the hidden half
of the split-lovel war; forming the ingurgency side, ere on the strotegic:
offensives The North Vietnamese have reporiediy withdrewn up %o possibly
as many as fifty per cent of their main-force strength from the Southy,
thus ¥ eresting the conspieuous 1lull in this sirata of the war, Truong
Chinh's book does not mention strategic retreatsybut Mao defines them

with clarity and p@h precision, He wroies
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A atrateg&& retmzmiﬁ aplanmd strategio: step taken by an inferior
force for the purpose of comserving its strength and biding its time to
defeat the enemysses The object of strategic retreat is to conserve military
strength and propare for the counter-fffensive." He identifies the two
stages of revolutionary warfare as the strategie offensive end the strategic
defensive, WM withim the defensivey is containmed the two steges of the
strategic retreat and the n}»gte;ga counter-offensives

——————
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stage of TETTEHt W soula i
conditions BeroTE e

These conditions ares ls ~$HE™

(46 most mpimam Gelﬁgiﬁ?ﬁh T Says) by Tho. bz
opemtinns i (the curranﬁ miny soason im the South might be considered

unfavemm@ Mnﬂitien until October) 3 ALl the maim forces of the

are s a1 scovered

Red Amy a;m cazzcentmm 4, The enemy's weak spots Have boer
5 ‘ﬁze anemy has been redused to s tiFed and demoraiized StatoEAd Ce

AN A A S
m—— T
e

The enemy ha,s ‘beon induced to makE MITtEKOT;™
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feo's elucldation of the great militery obbe end flows of revelutionary
wazfeore provides an historical skeleton for the stesdy progression
of the wer in South Vietmams In 1960, e Viet Cong's homogrous
gwerrillas began fighting after four yoers of unarmod political
subvergion asnd agltation by Communist cadres The guerrillas begen in
1960 snd continued on the strategic defemsive wntil late 1903, vhen a
military oot~ coup d'etat By metionslist gemorals overthrew President
Ego Dinh Diem and thus provided the conditions for the Commmists
to shift into the strategle offensive, ‘Through 1963 and 1964, as the
Vietnansso motionalict govermmentel end militery situntion continuwed to
deteczd doteriorate with succsssive coups and counter-ooupsy the guorrillasy
essalating into rogular formations, m!." smashod the government's strelegie
hamlet progrem through most parts of the countryside, Dy late 1964, the
[T their final Phase IIT

guerrilia movement hed escalated into PhEse™
with positional warfare battleos sgeinst elite govermment trocpas
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Ton come the duildup of American vombat twoops im 195 1965, The
solative bolemoe of forcos agninst shifted sgeinst tho Commmniot guerrilles
and resulorsy the Communis te agmin beceme the "inferior forse” im
relative torms of manmpower ond matorials They ssgein shifded do the strategle
defennive, rpecifically to stretegico retweats Thie posture of
a5 stretegic vetroat was the period of prepsring for the counter-oflensive,
which was offcoted with & worid-wide sensationsl impeot duving lete Januery
of this yeers  An the veteran jownalist had lamented, Txuong Chink
ha 4 articulated the comter-offensive Mgw twonty years Defore with
such precicion that the Communist Mt!mut this yoor appeered %o be
simply oopied fyom his momuals He wroted
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"Our troops concentrate rapidly and actively launch planned lemgdén
lightning attacks on the citles and the enemy positions to encirecle and
annihiliate them. Inm brief, we throw all our forces throughout the
country into the battle to crushh the enemy completely and win back the
whole o:t: our territoryeees™

j%m Tet » comnter-offengive did not succeed in the totality of seizing
power by the use of military forces im fact, military commanders here
believe the Communists suffered = military defeat of great magnitude,
although they effectively gained some political and psychological £
advantages as byp by-products of their militery defeats Thug, the
Communists have ageinm refembed reverted o the strategic retreat—and if
Mao is appropriat%mate,; in this circumstance, they are again preparing
for another counter-offensive. Some ocugpko euphorie military sources believ:
that the Communist military defeat at Tet was deedsive and fimal--that they

Jo b
nmust)de~escalate their total stratew to one of a lower-level of activity.

l‘w Ec e dEr T

EEA S

But, theme more pertimnt,w the historical

Commumbats North Vietnamese Communists launched three g general

counter-offensives against the French--and completely failed in each——
until they were victorious with their gp fourth counter-offengive at the

most sensitive political moment of peace negotiations.
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Truong Ching Chinh gpocifically forecasts the possibility of holding
negotiations vhile fighting, seaying, "7 "In that case, owr long resistance
will be interrupted by mew talks, and that is precisoly on of its characteristios
Howdeéver However as long as the French colonlalists live in our comtry, ond
we have not yot completed tho third stage (of the general comter-offensive),
we cannot obtain genuine independemce snd unifications™ If applicable
currently, his woxrds would continue to imply that since the American
neo~colonielints are still in Vietnen and since the Communists have
not successfully completed the genersl counter-offensive, they will continue
fighting for their political objectives.
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(In comsbssiet muances of dofinition, both Nao and Truong Chinh
speek more of a strategic counter-offensive by the Communists than of a
strategic offensives. Mao wrote: "Whether in a counter-offengive or im
an offensive, the prineciples with regard to these problems do not diffex
in their basic character. In this sense we may say that a counter-offensive
is an offensive. Still, a counter-offensive is not exactly an offensive.
The principles of the counter-offensive are applied vhen the enemy is om
the offensive (as thet Allied troops were before the Commmist thrust at Tetfi
Famwpmbn vhich would meke their Tet action more of a counter—offensive than
an offensive)e The principles of the offensive are applied when the onemy is
on the defensive-Las is now the case with the Allied strsbeghe posturey. In
this sense, there are certain differences between ai" counter-offensive and

e n offensive.”
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A% this most peeculiar moment in the Vietnam war, the Commumnist
big unit formations have retreated, some of them mers the borders of
South Vietnam, the AF#S®d Allies are on the strategic defensive
until the Apcrican elections—waiting for the Commumist coun ter—of fonsives.

But, under this Communist big-unit layer 6T He wer im their split~level
war, the Viet Cong remaim on the strategic offensive, which is explaimed
by Mao in terms directly reflective of vhat is happening in Vietnam nows
Vhen the "enemy" is on the strategic defensive &fth and "we are om
the strategic offensive, at such times our operational policy is not to
attack enemy forces which are entrenched in defensive positions and which
we sre not sure of defeating, but systematically to desiroy or drive
out the small enemy units and puppet forces im certain areas, which are
our guerrilla units are strong enough to deal with, and to expand our areas,
arouse the massess for struggle...replenish and train our troops and
organize new guerrilla und sV “TEmEm—T
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his lover level of the split=level mz, " oEBTE
continuousy,-dumsdereds irvogulor wrfore =¥ fought by lewel merrillas and
niddddey- is dirootly related to the Commmiot big-unit wers it serves
as the essential springbosy providing a pavesmilitory, politicol, cconomic
and coogEphepeen: crographic foundntion for the Commmiot big~unit formations
to cemne tholr strategie petreat, about-fose, and harl thenselves forrasd
into & sonsational strateglo offonsives

‘his lower echolomn/of low-lowvel guerrille waxfare aloo provides the
Wmmmmmwmwmwwmmm
lomlevel emorrilla wumw ond ol pmum notlvity boconing relatively
obpoures The “"generel uprising™ is mow interproted here as mesning the
seizure of pover from the Viotammese goveramomt end its affilietos into
the hamds of the people, who ere protected inm this process of¥ by bende
of ammed insurreotionists or guerrilless Sgudents selse power fwom the sohool
prineiske principels and wiversity administretions, The oitdzens seize
ounizol of outpoots, govermment officesy poilce siations, militavy
institutiono=-cnd thon the Presidentinsl Palece and the olected lugielet
leglslatures IHenve, the Viotnemese governmont end 1%s sppendage 0
‘o o sonlhe rmod ingmrootion In the citdes, whioh nogatss  /
2% lenst portislly oconvontionel militery power,
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Currently, the Communists are not only consolidating power in villages
under their control, but continue to fan out w.ifh precigion into ‘
the contested and governmeni~comirolled areas, including the urben centerssy
to termxfi‘ze and neutrelize selective pro-govermment officials, newspaper
offices, businessmeny, to wesken the will of 298 government-conirolled towms
by reimsmeee raining in harrassing fire by mortars snd rockets, 1o
over-rum or resch an accommodation with government outpost militiamen,
to ewmssm proselytze politically Vietnamese organized units aFESSBTERY
in the countryside and senior Army officers in the cities and to fragment
Vietnamese govermment reservoirs of political strmgﬁ; and economic

bmyénom
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There is coven 2yly one overvhelmingly significent and conspicuous
political similarity between August of 1968 and THSEREEESG Truong THlllg
Chinh's August Revolution of 1945 This revolves around the formation

people's liberation councils and poople's liberation committees in the
villages snd hamlets either subject to thelr ourrent comtrol or penetrations
Currently these rosmapesskddonn ore to serve "as a fighting machine end not a
purely adminigirative mechine as in peacetime.” The formation of these
commi ttoos, set u;, thrnn% o redeswre highly regnlated form of eleotion T2 ¢
were to hM > ma:ooidmoe with a high-lovel direotive issucd Mareh 53
the Communists now boast 26 of these people's liberation commitiecs om
the outalrirte of Saigon, j::; ‘»"-wf{;ff ;
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before tho gonorol ineurrection I August of 1945, Io wrdtes that @ thoso
comnittoes wore used first es "trancitory organisetion fomme™ %9 goin on
enemy power and paralyze ite administrativo mechines Theso mwim%im

were offectives Thoy gave ‘Hm people the occesion to mnm mmm
suffrage and bocoms mmmmm with a&nimmnw aﬁa&m, lod them
to ¢ircot honcoforth their owm aomny....s* In effeot, after the August
Genorel Insurrcctiom, these diffowent liberstion Committoos boosme vonl

edministrative organisationns, To use Peonle's Committeos el Liberntion
Comittoes an springboords for the direct transition %o the demooratiec
rgpublicon rogime was sn extremely intercsting chaveeteristic of the

Commanlst teotics in the =xépro~insurrectionsry poid periods®
These W"Wm armi%tiena“ with their “pro-g e
charancter” gave way to the g:mv:ta&mal W’t ané. WW

Commumist goverrment ’ sl
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political difference betwoen August of 1968 and Truong Chinh's Aygust Revolution
Japanesey,

of 1945 The 1945 insurrection was weged against the ToREE,
wniéf“ hﬁ’;@m internationally defeatedy but still held weapons and power im
Vietnam, The purpose of the gemeral insurrection wes gisfy cimply te seise
their wespons and their power—-to preclude & return of tha French colonialicta,
Currently, the Allies are im the :tmgaiiefenaivew tosition ¥ ~

<, pig b & =T R AL

date in the war end w ¥ genersl uprising would only mean wenion massacre.
Hence, the duall nature of the current Communist eppesl for cisivese

*ooneral uffenaiva m& general @ms:lng“ or else the totol Herger of these

"f

o Jabo by W their mawmwm tmits into o -

f--«_“ LA Qs f 42

hsens inourrectionfists in the odfte ci*ieu,“‘m 5 ToBHE

of out-flanking +he Allied military power machine vhile enacting, as
Truong Chinh did in 1945, "the general form of struggle of the armed
demonstration.” " RIS o

The Allied wox machine Lully.g

s ‘
general offensive, but they ﬁnd. appmwhﬁng as well what @&) Tryong
Chinh described as the "moro hour of incurrections™

(Hanks This is all I'm daﬂnitalyp anning to file this week. However,
I've roquested to see the foreign minigter and that might come through this

weeke I'm also attempting to wrapup @ political situationer on the Huong
government, but I doubt that ifSfinished by weekends Regavds Bev).

==cnd reuicdl



	363-04509
	363-04510
	363-04511
	363-04512
	363-04513
	363-04514
	363-04515
	363-04516
	363-04517
	363-04518
	363-04519
	363-04520
	363-04521
	363-04522
	363-04523
	363-04524

