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‘ MM vmma Fadihlst moverecnt heo deolered
on irveversible etato of total vrmr on the fmerienmwhrolcd goverement
of Prime Minloter Tron Ven Bvong, 70liallc me obsorvers imiloata,
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The predictions of hloodshed and violemos are now more
than idle sk speculation and coffechouse chatter, “rime Mind~ter Huong
has personslly been warned of "blood ecomsequences®™ by members of the
official high High National Counoil=-ond the predictioms of a coup d*atat
and turmoil has been disoussed hy members of the Couneil during offfoial ™™
meetings, according to reliablo sources.

Ubservers here believe the ono other powerful foree in the
country--the Commumist Viet Cong--are waiting for the showdowm with glee,
knowing that any turm of events will may help them profit them,

The powerful Buddhist oppositionist movemont leed by
nlzilled politicalepriests Thich Tri Cusng and Thich Tem Chau spavked
the overthrow of the vegime of Hgo Dinh Diem, o Catholic, lact yeor
and wore implicated in the "demi-coup” mm which toppled Haj. Cone
Fguyen Khenh fyom the Prime Mimister's Office during latef
tugust student demoratrationse.

The quention of who and what govermment would follow Puong
should he fall is still considered speculative. Bomvm observers
here viow es especially significont the re-ecmorgemce of an /irmed Forces
Council—-hich they interprete as being a de facto military junta—é
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MWWM Victnom®s third ndlitary
4unte 4n <hirtoen nonths i considered lkoly to reFENwEGimem
Joitinon Cemeral Kheanh into oiviilen suthority agnine

In sttempts to quidken the pece ond intensity of thedr
fight sseinst the Tuong goverment, the politico- Tuldhist politico-
priestes bovo lounched o sories of hungor strilkos to bo coupled with their
constant “var of communiquese” — The short~teme expectations swze that the
-*’mmtmwmwmmmmmm@m
trilldent domonatration of saffven-robed monks o the
Polace to protect spainst the govermmenty perhaps the hunper strikes
woudd bo shifted to the provimses and to luolude the Muidhist ladtys
perhops o dderi@ede Buddhiet orgonisa mescodation of diseblod vy velerons
would lounch s protest morche |
eubjoot to being stopped Wy foroe, ond would be in an embexrnssing
ponition o nrzont e poaceful demomotretion of Nuidhist benses or
disablod vor veterans.
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Buddhist scuroea indicate that this phase of non-violence and
non=cooperation with the goa gavemamt migrs well include another
round of flaming protest snioides as wemeé last year against
President Diem, Vhile considered a propagan&a b1 wsapm»gqu a political
threat at this point, Buddhist sources om are mé’:&lfil gkilfully
eireulatin‘;gk names of moﬁm who have volunteered to ﬁthmelves
alive~-Ir3Todi whioh ‘”eh enhences their public pmst!age-—-imlmiing
one named Thich Ho Giaecy, 2 youthful judo expert who is deputy of
the Buddhist chaplafim?s corps in the Armed Forces and widely considered
by govermnment security forces as a Communist cadre.

‘ EP..‘?’M current Buddhist tactics are roughly xemin equivalent
to the a&il semi~logal struggle often used by the Communiste~-to
provake the govermment to make a stand om issues that they have not
clearly suthorized, but yet not olearly benned--as in the case of
war veterans riding in trishews in a protest demonstrations

"These are all the things they can do im phase two," one
high~ranking Vielnamese govermment official exolai?fd. "When they get
to the final phase ==God help us,) Anything can hﬁp happen then,"

(ore)
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effort &/ and th*l changed the course of their skilfully maneuvered
campaign since Prime Minister Huong entered ihmx office om November l.
At that time the central point of their attacks Mmt several
% unnamed M-tsrn in the govermment. This line continued
until the viozoat, bloaiy a‘%wlent dqnmtmkiom of late mm November
when tﬂ“jbem % woll a aoathing @m ag against the

Prime Minister himself, Roymsbmowhxhwoxmsskegn blaming him for
naming sn "anti-revolutionary™ govermment, for "oppressing"

oy

student demonstrators in order to preserve a%semity in Saigom,
2 nd then v{ééfaw imposing martial law, They ﬂu acoused him of
e soparstisn by favaring thene, 1ike Maielf, vhe were Do
in: the Mekong Delts region of the country, once known as Cochinchina,
Last g weekend, however, im a series of masterfully
written, precisely worded communiques, the Buddhists shifted taciics
by completely igngm‘ir ignoring the existence of &

D S —_—
oonnamtratad—%air fire om the . supporters ~-and the creators of Huong.

his supporters and--~and his creators.

Tue three pillars of the Huong regime m,’ the Prime Minister
the Chief or statc mehw Suw ma;
and his Cabinet, #he ¥ : Rol--Soute:

W/@ both the High Notional Counsil and the Ghief of

p- .
Sta te have extensive powers in e Minister, ratifying

his Cabinet and in drawing up procedures for the future National Congress
vhich would draft the pemt Congtitution..



0 Mha first premequisite for any #

deepe

buddhigt——Part I=--page 6

dec, 17'5, 1964

prevent a non-confidence vote ageinst the govermment, 4 delegation

of High National eoumil men reportedly met a ranking Buo.dhlst

Hoong vesesswisshonskipeoubsswstodm—ho would the Buddhist fent as thg?
the suceeding Prime Minister, The Buddhist leader reoportedly repiied

the movenent did not vambmbesseen carc to mame the mext Prime Ministor;--

but simply wanted K? Huong out of offices. The High National Council

reportedly gave up in disgust and decided to stick with;‘ Huong,.
Simultaneously, +the Buddhists have launched a whispering

campaign apoinst Bh& the Chief of Stete and them decided te

ca;;it confront Huong's strongest outside support——the United Statese

In é letter to Ambassador Teylor—-which was censored in the Vietnamese

widely circulated by the Buddhists in mimeogrophed

local press but

lea Tiet form-—the ihIsts  asserted thoy held the TR United Statos

responsible for deciding whether the Huong govermment survived or fells
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The Tnddhist lotter %0 Taylor leot molke weck-nuiz onded o
two wily moits, the sowonlled modernte Tem Cheu and the sewealled
extromist vl ‘ueng, oould be aplit from ecech othor «Ath the
Huong, backed up by an intonsive g pronosondn compaion
lounchod by /merdcan and other foroign officials, attemptod a® 21l coat
to aplit the two ascotic morks by oventing poreonsl rivelrics ond divisions,
it the % ond of lant wodk, however, hoth weze petiontly emduring e
MMM&MWMW%M
MMMMNuMﬂWMK
Sedx he hod not loat Tom Cohu Choue-both of thom had loot the moss
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