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WITH U, S. THIRD MARINE DIVISION, ALONG *rm; vnmmwzxzmn ZONE, VIETHAHM,
OCTORER 12--The Allied defense line all along Vietnam's wmm zone
: would probably be forced to make an orderly, but strategic Mmathmda
if the bombing of North Vietnams ceases without adequate, iron-clad¢ guarantees
of tit-for-tat @ de-escalation by the Communists,
This is the view of senior commanders here and in Saigon., Even if the
North :Yietmm agree to the "restoration of the DiZ" iwswe by withdrawing their
ground trocps from the six-mile~wide zone in return for cessation of the American
"actsd of war\ Harine tactical commanders still would be unhappy. For, in their
view, the real threat to Allied defenm along the DHZ is not a massive ground

invasion through the an—-but ’i/s‘ Communist artillery from North Vietnam, acrou tho

6 six-mile-wide zone and onto American Marine, Amy and Vietnamese Amym and
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One Saigor-based officer close to American commander, General Creighton W.
Abrams, opened up the possibility of an Allied withdrawal along the DHZ when he
said:

"You can not repeat not have Americans or Vietnamese near the DMZ with
people shooting at them from north of the Ben Hai pe river (which separates North
and South Vietnam) and we can not shoot back, You just can not have that. We've
just gct to be able to shoot back. It's mt a military rule and wi thout that
the situation is intolerable. You can not have Americans being shot at without

letting them shoot back. You just can't run it that way.”

—more reuter
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Officially, there is yet no repeat no decision gx for an Allied retreat
southwards in the event of a cessation of bombing over North Vietnam that would be
disadvantageous to American and Vietnamese troops. "We'll make the necessary
docisions when of that time comes," one hfg high-ranking source explained.
Anyhow, for taet American tacital commanders along the DMZ, they know the

decision will be made at such higher level than theirs.
But, these tactical commanders alorg the DEZ ave e emphatic about the
following points if the bombing of North Vietnam ceases without adquate
am~;gmuné»
adequate guarantees for cessation of Commmnist artillery across the

zones

~-pore reuter
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1, In its current form, the Allied defense line along the 40-mile —

long DiZ clesrly Gowbd=so¥=Be-held vithout heavy persomnel and meterial looces.
STt to the bombing of the North ¥i would

demand & critical, strategic re-appraisal of the Allied defernse line all

along the DHZ.

3. In making that strategic re<a¥pp re-appraisal, there are only
two options for the Allies—either to dig deeper or to retreat south ocut of the
mgo pf Communist artillery. But, even to dig deeper into b_unkered positions
éoaa not strike the M tactical commanders as a very rfapmxiabla 201ution——

for they run the high-risk of intensive,.if-net-contimuous artillery bombardrment

reminescent of the XKhe Sanh siege days.
The Allied defense line 1s sugpended inte h¥ three asides of & strategle
beoxs Allied troors csn not move xaspevespewben further sast becsuse of the

South Chins Senj; -they can net move furthers west or north because of the
politioal boundaries with Horth Vietnsm or Laoms Hence, then can only
reireat south—~-or begin digging in deeper.



ZCZC SAE
yy nnm

wi thdrawal - b (no:macs/despe)

"If the goverrment stops the bombing, we wo ld have to have a very careful
ovau evaluation ou of our pmamt dispositions,” one tactical commander who had
a¥%€h already thoucht wt i& omaequma, explained. Ve cu:'t dt undor

bombardnent from the North without hardened -'LM M'd Gh‘v us up 1itt10 by

little. lNow they can open up and ve can immediately counter wvithest our
air and artnlcry because ve msintain constant air cover over the North,

m sathemm WW Americans and
oy My S L
Vietramese would hamtoﬁdigindnpermdeﬁmuatCnnMa-n
or else to withdraw southvards., But, then one asks—how far sou'h can ve go.
This decision would have Yo be made at a pretty high levelweither to stay where

we mlin hardened sites or to withdraw.”

-707e Tauter
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Iny strategle withérowel from the IWE wonuld invelve more then
20,000 american ﬂaﬂms end noldicrs, plus Vietramose infeniryuci aud
ammor, as well as ow adcitionsl thousamds of supnort=~type personnel
in thok! hendquarters-iogiotienl comploxss, The @A thdramml would be demigned
$o pull thooe iNGTEITETINRs Allicd installatione ond undds ont of ihe rangd
of the vhes=¥r Communists® whomping 130 millimeter metilloxy, the
Commund ote noot dependable, accurale mwl lmavm art;il‘m'y used o dato,

ey & "y

I4 vas this artillerxy dirccted fxon ’xot}z el

e .

el 4.2%:3 Loos whick :
pounded the fmopiaan Marinea ot the , ‘Ehe Sonh combet bese earlier this
yeotTe

oo 130 millimeter artillery hes e meximum renge of 27,000 18 Lor m—or
1642 repont 1642 miless If the & borth Vietnomese besed =nd cceniinucd
to shoot their srtillery from immedistely morth of the 1%, then the Allies
wonld be forced to withdraw from such mejor positiong as the huge zefuge
resettlenent and district towm of Cem ko, the poesive Amcricen sritillexy
position at Camp Cervoll, the forward mupply base of Dong Ha, Lrom
hoadquarters commend arveas along Houle 9. and Proz tens of amallexr outp:;z;r.
outposta topg@ topping the electronic nensors of the loNamere line and, - NN

& 1

Vs mobua oper'xtional boé bases, vhich the Morines now use Lo onhonce Bhely

heliborne mobilitye

mepore rouler
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For the Marine commanders, the imeadi immediate significance of the bombing

of North Vietnam W is that the Allies have fairly vell supprsssed

the Communist artillery fma’ﬁ;rﬂqr “and artinuwlsm-/

The tactical mechanics of suppreseing Commmist artillery fire revolves around
eonntant airborne alert of small, two-seater spotter plans which keep the whole

DiZ,| under consistent observation. Whenever Communist artillery m the little-

mo spotters W try to catch a glimpse of the flash and smoke

r
§

m while athsr American ground units use the "flash-bang" system

of computing roughly how long the artillery round is in the air b= and from the

rough location that it was fired. Thm Ame;?rican tactical aircraft as well as

Jsmeeten artillery afe, ﬂﬂif“ on the specific or general , . -

coordinates from which theWr artillery was fired,

--more reuter
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"Cescation of the bombing of North Vietnam could be disasterous for us,” said
Maj. Gen. Raymond Davis, the ¥/ Korean War Hedal of Honor winnder who now commands
the Third Marine Division. “ATIour PoSTTIUNE""WURT "Most of our positions near
the DEZ would be mbject‘ to Communist artillery without adequate capability for us
to respond. ¥e rely on our air observation and airstrikes to keep this Comrunist
artillery down.

"We aren't that worried sbout a Communist ground push. The enemy does not
have enough ground forces at thig time to cause us immediate concern. But,

the enemy's artillery is different. It is clearly a fact—and we have gone through

this before--that when we gain the upperhand along the DNZ he the enemy calls for
a cessation of f‘the bombing-—and then he increases his supply and troop movements. |
MO wviny saetive during the past three ye:rs, the Commnists W6V in their
heavy artillery and we hwto go in and hmb‘it out, HNow, if the enemy agrees

not to shoot over the DEZ, it would solve part of that problem,"”

~--pore reuter
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During the past several méh months, the Communist artillery, vhich once
consistently raked the whole DEZ area, has been relatively quiet not only because
American firepo tactical air and artillery firepower have reacted in split-second

fashion to counter it, but also because of B-52 Stratetic Air Command raids

along the zone as well as because of heavy flooding and muddy roads which prevente

prevented massive Communist replacement of supplies and destroyed artillary;. P

e A S A S s e
N

~--more reuter
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Even if the bombing and "other acts of war" are ceased over North ;

Vietnam, American commanders are along the DHZ are insistent tﬂe‘y?‘ntain

the option of using unarmed air reconnaissance, "The American government can

never give up their right to air recomnaissance,” one Marine aviator emphasized,
"and we never will., Even though Eisenhower was embarrassed by it—we still kept |

FogesseisEince air reconnaissance going.  Aryhow, everyone uses air reconnaissance
every day--the Soviets are reconning the United States every day vith their
satellites, We will just have to keep some recomnaiscance of some sort over

Horth Vietnam to g see if they're massing southwards,”

-=more renter
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For the Marine commanders, Vice President MHubert N, tuphrey's carpaion
speeches urging “restoration of the DiZ* by the Vorth Victnemese in exchange for
Americar cessation of the bomling over the Nerth seems ertravagartly out of step
with the tactical situation facing the Allies. hether or noté the Commmist
ground troops withirew from the DiZ seens irrelevant to the Marine officers—

the hectic bettles vesult when the Commnists push SOGEH OF the DKZ, ‘ven

if the Communists would agi’agree not to transit thvough the DiZ, they could

still bring men and supplies in through Laos, and duop them in the vear of

the Marines--behind the Allied D% line-wor slse move the: further south into

even as vifar as the greater Saigon perimeter, 'l'hia‘vauld not be such of a concession
by the Commmists, in the eyes of the havincse Clesrly, the Marincs would

vant all this southvard flow of men and materisls stopped—vhether it comes straight
8cross the DiZ or through Laos. In addition, they want airticht a cusrantoes

"“‘m,w,‘ »:v-w'omw-ﬂ/ &
the Comrunist bembardments across the NZ would wn—frw Barines w0 remenloer 211
tco well the artillery roundings at Con Thien and khe Canh, as well as sporadic

fire at alrost every other installation, this m erucial demand,

~=0T8 Teutor
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. Une other immediate, significant point of concern to the tactical
commanders is the shifting monoon winds along the DiZ, Monsoon rains
prevail along the Diedur UHZ during most of the year-but the important question

is whether, as the in winds shift, they are advantageous to either the Allies

4

T ———

m. At this time, the  + — monsoon rains are disadvantageous

4

for the Communists; the Laotian side of the mountains are rain-gwept; their
supply trails and roads are wet and in some cases the rivers that must be crossed
are flooded., Put, within a matter of weeks, *-he _..momsoon beging, inmundating

the Allied~held coasial plains populated coastal plains—where are also based logistical
e

i
~

{ ;
depots——and smothering the Marine-held mountaintops in clouds, fog and mist during

”””””” il

most the coming mj]'hﬂi“m ' pMarine helicopter mobility and

tactical sir support, the Mnigt raods roads and trails are in good sho shape

g

for repid traffickings 1if, the Marines argue, the bombing of the North is

stopped at a disadvantage to the Allies along the 1i DMZ, then these two factors

”’--abineé would further jeopardize prospects of holding the Mle—long muddy
line.

--more reuter
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Other military officers havenowo®éiiWet criticized p# the American

cessationa of the bombing over the northern portions of North Vietnam in March,

just as the ParosH

“weather over Harnoi-Haiphong became most favorable for Allied sirstrikes--and when
the Communists were in the best position to reeetvE=ESPE¥Ss import supplies.
"The weather haa & congistently been a factor the Communists have playtd

played to tﬁadvantage and we have ignored," one senior milﬁ:azy officer

explained, "Now, t& M,{tbere are so many supplies in Korth Vietnam the mtry

is about to sink.*

——and reuter
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