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SAIGON, December 15--The South Vietnamese government
sees little hope the short holidey ceasefires in this increasingly

bitter war here will lead to any'@ discussions for lasting peace,

More kReuter



zozc sag
yy=1jp
holiday 2 (normass/deepe)

 FQaSPécJL

Foreign Minister Tran Van Do expressed thiﬁ‘ﬂqu

as the Saigon govermment and its fighting allies prepared to
\3’2 (4 Y‘C! .

‘ oug?e offig%g%}g;&ts shortest holiaay ceasefire of the of
: > the 6ombing of North Vijetnam, The government's
communicue is scheduled to contain the proviso that the North

Vietnamese regime can extend the céSnron cessation of hostilities

by meeting with South Vietnamese officials in unspecified places.
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November 18, the Viet Cong military command :
en ‘ ‘“*f Kﬁ!b m’i k £ n;64 & i’ gi f“;f:\ J&;ﬂ’s et Loy J

announced its 1ongéatw the war, ocovering, as does

the saigon ceasefire, the Christmas; New Yoar and lunar new year

holidayse = R Mg

"We see very little chance that Hanoi will accept a
meeting," ~Shemigree Foroign Mynister Do saidy, "even to discuse an
extension of the truce," He said the w South Vgetmﬁesé :

government had no preference in the location of the meeting, but

ﬁ\«~"q;

suggested eiiher Laosy Hong Kongy France or where both

o N

@Vermentamﬁo officials,
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The Saigon=-Allied truce ceasefire covers two
twenty~four hour _@ on-Christmas Eve wn

and New Year nd-e Eved, b'ang at 6 pym, Saigon time, and a

48=hour period during the Vietnsmese lunar mew year in late January,

The Viet Cong ceasefire covers two memode’ over the Christmas
and New Yeampdg holidays plus seven days during the Vietnemese lunar
New yeals

The ceasefire designated by the Saigon government

s shprfer then the one Ppesident M Nguyen Van Thieu publically s e SSed

e

shortly after his i October 30th

inauguration, when he mentioned two 48~hour ceasefires over

L E"NG" M
Christmas and New Year. He way vague about the length of the

lunar new yesr ceasefires  puring his Presidential campaign, General

Thieu also advocated a bombing pause over Noarth Vietnam, for as long as
one month, but the suggestion was scoffed at by Americaen Embassy oPrESEES-.
per L

officials at the time, The mmerican officialdom here--particularly

the @m military command--gtrongly and public  rejects the
4 ot EAEC‘t:FWtJF?

b ExYEnd € 0
idea of mse over North Vietnem;\m the

short holiday cessations
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Forelgn Minister Do-—the elder statesman of the newly-slected
government-—-said the Allied ceasefire was based principally om the
militery, not weBlo.political, point-of view,imwwsmmb He said the
mechanics of the decision begen in early December when General William
Ce Westmoreland, commander of Americen forees here, met with Genersl
Cao Ven Vien, commander of Vietnamese armed forces, %

The Foreign Minister said that these two generals then
recommended the 24=24=48- hour ceasefire formula for the three ISR

holidaya%ﬁm The general's recommendation

was then forwarded to the Saigon-based embassies of th government' g
combat
mainteini np-Eighidfe forces in Vietnams New Zealand, Australia,%

South Korea, the Philippines and Thailand,

Hyre Reuter
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These five embassies in Saigon then sent the ﬁ generals?
m& recommended formula to their respective home govermments, which
in turn acocopted the proposals o

Asked why such a short truse ceasefire p@ period was
agreed upon, & the frall minister explaineds "Because so |
far we hove no indication from the other side to discuss (the
settlement of the war) eand so the extension of ithe truce is advantageous
to theme They will profit f£rom the long truce by increasing their
infiltrstion  (from North Vietnam),"

More Reuter
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He said, without d a meeting with the Henoi regime,
the Allied forces would resume fighting after the £¥x their
announced ceasefire period, which would include d#bombing of North
Vietnam,
He poid General Westmoreland and General Vien were in
a better position to make a decision on the tmmm langth of the ceasefire

because they "%’ "have a heavy responsibility for protecting

A T

their troops. They are responsible if the

other side tokes advantage of a longer pouse (U™TREE-EEPmEYEsS to

resupply and inﬁkr infiltrate mores The generals are

responsible so we must follow their recommendation."
(Hank: sorriest for my over~filing, Will downou‘b. will

file @r short piece wgor gongay's paper,

telex card for Boston transmissiony Multithanks ﬁ )e
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