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septe 24 1965

SAIG(N--The use of airpower inm the Viet Nam war will be slightly
tempered in some cases to pe.;mﬂ pave the way for Ambassador Henry Cabot
Lodge's program of social revolution in the countryside, according to
reliable sources, \{?3—/

"You can carry a military progrem so that is will mm create
polit)ie%]l hatreds,” one reliable source indicated, "We could win the
wary¥ hold a referendum and lose that.,”  (Source 1.).
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The adjustment of the employment of =irpewer, most of which is
American~piloted U, 3, Wavy, Marine or Air Force =ai» fighter—bombers—-
is congidered necessary by Mmerican officicls in the political field
to prevent possible ;%;s adverse political repercussions among the
Vietnamese peasants in the countrycide, In additiong the increaged
number: of Americen combat forces on the ground gives military commanders
the chance to followeup sirstrikes im on the ground in the "contested areas®,
whe re previously only £ slow-moving forward air controller sircraft

S ARSI 2 :
directed and appraised the rIPIEEmem oir operations, (Source 2).
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HAD

Observers here w6 predicted a full-scale clasa between
the Lodge viewpoint, which is considered to be more sensitive
to the political repercussions of the azirstrikes, and the viewpoint
of Americen military commanders who considered airpower as o

primarily meens of m erushing the Viet Cong large~scale
o AP LY

o L

offensives, in late February before the arrival of

A}_ﬂ@l’ican {f’i‘i}m unitab e

The Lodge viewpointy sueeintly expounded by his top side

Bdward G. Lansdale, a retirved Us S, MITPOTc Alr Force general,
when he wrote that the Communigsis gv had set loose a revolutionary
idea in Vietnam that would not be destroyed hy bombs or bullets.
Wnile this statement reportedly irked Pentagon officlals,
reliable sources here indicate that "there is no conflict vet %

Fernen s
betreen the ﬂ%ﬁ%a Lansdale ég viewpoint and the military viewpoint

yete®  (Source 1)

(1ore)
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The empléyment of airpower within South Vietnam falls into
three broad categoriess The first, called "mass air attacks," mostly
by Strategic Air Command B~-52 bombers, pound stronghold areas of
hard-core Viet Cong concentrations. This program will be continued
and Inﬁqufﬁied accelerated to‘ﬁ%gg%t one iii magsive airstrike
a day, according to reliable military sources. (Source 2)e The second
category of air employment is called close tactical aifsupport which
comes to the aid of trapped and encircled Vietnamese and American
ground troops. Military sources hmt say this has turned the tide
of-ﬂi};x some EZEEEE' battles in favor of the government and has prevented
the oeonnhiliation of some government unitsy, especially before the

arrival of American combat units,

The third category is the most controversiale It is called
"ecombat sorties™ of fighter~bombers ﬁﬁﬁgﬁ?ﬁ wﬁI;E\V1et Cong structures
and troop concentrations-~but unlike, the first category--the % airstrikes

are not solely in Viet#d Cong stronghold arease

(uore)
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Rarely do ground troops follow up the "combat sorties™ <o determine

exactly vhat structures have been hit and whe-imwe=Pe who has been killed

statistics are based mostly
on pilot's estimates and not by confirmed evidence on the grounds

R
These misgions are w exeeptional

then strikes against the "death zonel e ot 9,

1y more difficult

Loawnag

Viet Cong

stronghold areas, which contein the sparsest of
civilisn population, except for the members of the Viet Cong families.
The "gcombat sorties" are launched against small Viet Cong guerrilla
bands, who e@ easily and readily mingle with the civilien population.
The problems of the "combat sorties" mirror the most pressing
pednbideeeseweer conplexities of the war in Viet Name

(More)
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The Vietnamese government controls only a small fringe of villages
surrounding such of the major population centers in the couniryp
the remaining villages in the couniryside are considered by
counter-insurgency experts to be either partially or totally dominated
or controlled Ly the Vieti Cong=-not oniy with guerrilla troop strength,

but alse by Communist political cadres

(Moxre)
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Reliable sources who have escaped from the Viet Cong—~tominoted
homlets oaid thet the Communist political cadre, sometimes working
underground, orgenized »11 the peasents—-including womeny childreny
and elders=-into Communist eassociations, intelligence nets or liaison
teams. In scme casesy he explaincd, éég smell children act as
guards and check the Communist credentials of other villagorse

Hencey %o bomb the Viet Cong-dominated viliages, whick have

(in soue coscs VeEn outclde of the povermment conirol Tor two ycars

when the sirategic hamlet progrem collapseds mesns to bomb

hoth the Viet Cong LS military iﬁ% and political sciivisis

e

as well ag the pro-Communist sympathizers azmong the population, these
RS :

~Sewees inciceted, (Source-3).

"Mhe basle problem on our side is that we have not yet found the

angver for puerrillas in small groups,™ one relisble source explained,

“We have not yet found the ansver to the Communist
political cadre and the one-man ferrorists We will find the answory

but we have not yets" (Source 1.)
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On the muss air attacks by B-52 bombers in the Viet Cong
strongholds, one reliable source explained, "it is an achievment
if we can keep the Viet Cong ffom becoming a regular army, or if we
can hit them when they get in large groups, or if we can keep them

from petting together in large groups." (Source 1).
TS . aadd

(ne reliable military source im
intelligence éﬁ‘rePOrte indicated that the increasing number of

gwn D52 sir-strikes had cowssimths Corced the Viet Cong

A,

o infiltrote their headquarters elements into fzﬁ& the populous areas

controlled by the govermmente

#his will cause the Viet Cong alot of problems," one relisble

source indicated. "But it will cause us alot of problems t00."
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