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SAIGON=--The Hanol regime and the Communist-Ted Liberatiom
Front within South Vietna m have unequivocally;(z irreversibly
rejected any overtures: to negotiate a peaceful. setilement for
the war in this southemn republice.

Speeialists % here who wateh Hanoi and Liberatiom Front affairs:
believe "there's not the slightest hink or hope that Hanoi or the
Liberation Fron¥ will negotiate om any temms.®

These specialists believe that instead of negotiations
Hanmhmm Pel:img’,, Fonoi and the Liberatiom Fromd (the political backbone
of the Viet Cong guerrillas) will drive for the complete defeat ami

total himiﬂia tiom of the American political and mili’mzy pn&% in

’ﬂetnam, inm other pa rts of Asia endl Africsm, and MJ rove the
Communist invineibility im guerrilla=rewolutionary warferc,
Reliable observers: predie# that unless there is & drastic change

im the political elimate withim South Vietnem=-which has been sliding inte
pro-neutralist hands--the Communists will aceomplish their missiom im 3 years.



deepe

hochiminh=-rewrite—2

These observers believe that at the end of three years——vien the
Communist subversives have wrecked the armed foraes; the govermnment
machinery a nd have virtual controll over the countryside and smaller
towne~-then they will "negoﬁiate“é but the political settlement would
amount of the virtual surrender of the American positions.

The final bit of evidence which the Hanoi=~ologists needed to
form their conclusive judgement came only hours before the speech
of President Lyndom B. Johnsom was received by radie im Salgom. That

e announcements: of the

evidence came im the
governnent reshuffle im Hanoie.

These specialists viewed the government reahuffle as: the
ascendancy of the influemce of Truong @; Chinly, who represents
the most extremist propoment of the pro-Peking wing of the Communist

Party apparatus: im North Vietnams.

(Wote to Editors I shall cable yow @ paragraph to insert here
om what changes were made,, and the relationship of the new ministers:
to Truong Chink, A fxiemdx Vietnamese friend served umder Trummg
Chinh during the Indo~China- War ?An& we'll try to get some fresh

¥

material for @ profile of him ? =i 2 separate article.)
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The firsi inklimgs of the mmaaﬂ Ho mg,a%inta came om March 22
mrr, in a major policy a ddress, Nguyem Huw mxou.), a lawyer who
is cha irman of the Nationa 1 Liberatiom mmks&ﬁn South mtnmb
took the hardest, most anti-iAmericem line yel propagania-ized. He
ordered the Viet Cong guerrillas and terrorists to "strike at the head
of the Mmericans®==and eight days later they did by bombing the Americam
Emba ssy im saigon;, which is the symbol of the total Americam
@1 position a nd of Ambassedor Maxwell Taylor‘s "forward strategy™
of bombing North Vietnams The speech byﬁ The was during the following
da ys backed up by the same lz.m from Hanod, Pekimg,, Norti Eorea m,

"*‘*-—-—M-M\«
the Communis® Party im Japa ny~—and most significently, by the Paﬁm'&

Lao radio im Laos,.

Withim the past two weeks , both Hanod radic and the Liberatiom
Front raedio begam meking s significant change im thedw expressing their
future ohjectives. The radio broadcasts consistently vowed
4o ftz liberate the south;g to defend 'bhe North and to worki for the
re-unificatiom of the North and South"s. Theimr previous positiom
had beem %o work for a "meutral™ South v:bemam—-whiolh BYRY Amerieam
officia,ls interpreted to meam woulil mnﬁuallm; perhaps im a decade,,
become re-unified with North Vietnam  Now, Henoi and the Liberatiom
Front have spparently "burmed a phase"--as am ex-Vietnamese Communis¥
explg}nadweaning that. that have sképped the @‘ " neutral" phase and

~+7~

are p diately for re~unification.
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This is interpreted to be diametrically opposed to President
Lyndon Johnson's demand that South Vietnam: remeim am "independent"

entity, separated from North Viet Nam..

The most immediate questiom im BgEth Saigon is whether om not

Nog Ttz

the Russisns will send air defense meterisl to sumper protect. TS NERBY

“mpeie-Trom  American aim strilkes, Moot observers here believe the

threa,% of a n invesiom of Communicst Chinese troops has ‘ﬂ@&?

iy ‘:: AL";—%, i} 4
.o % T g

However, most observers and intelliigence experts here e view

Barhim "hard=line”™ im Berlim 27 =

the Russian rexmthnomxdiom
as g direet reactiom to the American sivstrikes om North Vietnam.
One school of thoughit believes that since the Rusgians have "opemed

a second front im Burope®™ the possibBility of their sending im missiles:

and jets to Hanoil haw dimiwmished~~but not gljfsappegred’., ) 4
et in both Europe and

Another school believes that the Russians will

im Asice

g msgim

A2 W L TLD

According to reliable sources, the diilim

offer to Hxm send a ir defense material teo Hanoi contained the conditiom

that the Hanoi regime would negotiate a peaceful settlement~-rather tham

to continue or accelerate the war im the
i Lo
Observers here believe the Hanoi regime/ “snubbed the Russiam

proposale
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Now the question is whether or not Hanoi cem persusde the Russians
to shift to the Hanoi positiop=-and stilll receive their air defense
misgiles without the Russisn-—and apparently American~-conditiom to
negotiate a settlements

Fon;, specialists im Hanoi affairsf believe said that despite the
upsurge of the pro~Peking strength withim the Iiea,da;‘ship of the
Commmist Party im Hazwi, the Communists im Hanoi will still meintaim
friendly relations with the Rusgians, Will mot have am open break witlh
Moscow=-and will;, i_.m fact, attempt to pull the Russians closer to the
\Eanoi—?eking'»a xis,e ,

The North Vietnamese Ambassador im Moscow, Nguyen Luong Bang——knowm
as "Red S‘haz‘.f—-is one of the mos t important Communist Party members:
of the Hanoi regime, President Ho Chi Minlk of North v‘ietm is the
most seniozx;, prestigious membex of the world Communist mavementr
he was a Bolshevik before Russia's a:t.‘Joaepl.‘a Stalim and a card-carrying
Party member before China's Mao-Tse~Tungs Trained im Moscow,,

Ho Chi Minh has as early as 1961 acted as a "peacemaker" betweem the

Moscow and Peking govermments~—and while the Hanoi regime lias swung

to the prowPeking tough-line position, Ho Chi Minh is considered

still attempting to swing the Russians to be "more revolutionary."

(More)
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Reliable intelligence sources imdicate there is still no
confirmmatiom or indicationm that the Russians have sent im ground-
to-air missiles to North Vietnamy despite press reports from Moscow

an persuaded the Chinese to

that the Russians have azmsmdm
a llow their meterial 4o be shipped through acposs the Chine mainland,
Mm Mose sources inficate tHat more significant them ground-to-aiz
miseiles would be the sending of super-somie jet aircralt armed
with alr-to-air defensive missiles. These planesmmm—@robébly
the MIG=-2l, comparable to the imerican F-104--could be flowm acposs;
Russia n terxifbor;y",, rather than passing across Chine ma,inland;, to be
sent %mx direetly to Hauoi. However, the North Vietnamese have only
one jet~lengtli runway ca pable of being used by the MIG}‘-ZI; according
reliable s ourcess
The Soviets have reportedly givem to Indonesia and te
India the super-sonio MIG-21 jet, armed with homing miau;i]lssﬂ;
"hut are now looking silly if they don't give these jets to a fellow

socialist countxry," a traveler from Hanoi reporiecd,
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"Hanod can't protect North Vietnam with a milliom missilea}';,*
one reliable source indicated. "It takes a long time to set up
missiles—-and missiles must have a "gcod radar and communications
network to spot the American pla.t;;. The Americans can knoeck out
these missiles before they ever become operative-—and that's the
significance of the imerica n raids om redar imstallations and
communication networks.

"o have a really meaningfull air defense systanr; the
Russie ns must give Hanoi jet~fighter airoraft with homing missiles
on them," the source continued. "It's s‘%}* surprising if the
Russians are not already trying to do something like this."

ﬁ‘he North Vietnamese aiw force strengthy,, according to recent
figures, numbers about 50 planes, mostly MIG=15%s and 17'3‘;57)
® 8o :f'a:e, the

MiG-21l, the super-sonic advance model, khas not yet appeared im
combat in North Vietnam. S‘he Russians produce this model, but the
Chinese Communists can note.

Fﬁ% South Vietnamese intelligence sources indicate that several
thousand ﬂorth"ﬁetnamese pilots during the past ten yeers have beem
sent o the Soviet Union for jet-fighter training. These pilots could be
returned to North Vietnam to fly m Soviet om jet
aireraft. Some South Vietnamese intelligence sources indicate these

treined pilots and teclnicians may also have beer taught to operate
missiles.. e Qe
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