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» § eonfrontation between American Marimes and Buddhi st~
demonstrators is expected soon in the northern provinces following
Thursdey's: emall=scale street disorders in this capital eitye.
In their attempts to topple the anti~Conmunist military regime
of Prma Kinistézr xgug n cao Ky, the extremist Buddhist leadership
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1. To organize aye massive show of strength of tens of thousands

of demonstrators om the stre ts of ,saigom
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that the Southerners and other religious factions are notrpinot
in direct allismce with the Buddhist extremistoe
5, To imcrease their enti~govermment, snti-fmericam pressure
in the northern provinces of South Victname—vhere the Buddhiste are
strongest and most wniffed end where immsdpx noorly forty thousand
’ Ancrican Hepiees Norines are fighting the Commmist military troopss
By insmsesimgdimigm pressing aye spectaculal, neadline-grabbing
confrontation with the imerican Marines, the Buddhist extrvemists
" are gambling that the American goverament will @ soften
or withdraw its support of the military junta~—but probably ‘& ‘
notrptnot Prime Minister Ky-—and hasten the retumn of civilian

gvvérnment to Vietnam, e
# In privete, Buddhist r extremist leaders are knom to advocat
i the withdrawal of American military umite—but the time period is unknowne
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The ’'merican Marines im the = northern ces considered
ﬁ m En‘%?m ]

“HESEEATToN to be sitting om TWEEEr political Muse,

© in the words of ome high-ranking Vietnamese government official,y

"gertainly the Communistis &d have infiltrated the Buidhist ranks
i in Iue and Denmsng and certainly Communist agitationm is going omw

up theres"

Some political sources believe the M&hln@ im
the northern p’!!ges cit:!:ea of Danang and lue m,‘ gl thex
deliberately or @Eta inadvertently, opening a second political
front for the @j Communist Viet Cong, in the same way that the
National Front for the Liberatiom of South Vietném (NFLSV) serves
as their @ primary front. These sources believe the
Buddhist secdad front is im the short-run more dangerous than the

FEEEET=——NEF AVLSW{ £or while the Vjet Comg-Norih Vietnamese

txroops oﬂ%%?tho majority of the countryside (but notrpinot the
population) THEF4h under the bammer of the NLFSW; the Buddhist
ingpired second % front has fé&anted antiwewnm-méﬂomz
~troubles im the urban centers, which
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Reliable political sources ve Viat w in the midst
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of a prolonged pchtioal meir-s no solutions ae
in simich w1l benefit only the Commmistse
Prime Minister Niguyen Cao Ky, who is comsidered to be "buying
time*, and his anti-~Communist military j@ia " are continuing
to meintain their positions because of a political deadlock

which is surfacing undermneath them.r
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polarization of &l religious and regionalm"

Both of these o e o v > powerﬁ blocs advoeate *

the removal of the anti-Communist military junta from the

political erena and the emergence of aye civilisn government,
B{:th nower bloes are considered to be im varying degreecs pro-—ueufbraliat
and both went the Vietnamese armed formea; which is the only

cohcsgive anti=-Communist,w -:m'timegotiatimr e ‘emeng érf ﬁhc coun:!:ry*

out of %ﬁx Foliti;os- g0 thet it can notmm cbmtarbalan&e thé

pro~reutralist mancuveringse

But, the point of conflic® is which civilisa bloc will seige
power efter the military leaves nolit;.as‘
(More~-Mill
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Politically counter-balancing the ngilitant pmﬁeutrglisi
Buddhists im Central Vietnam is the seoc;.d power bloc
of & fragile religious coslition of Southera-born Vietnomese
fmrthe Hekong Delta reogiom south of Saigome This coalitiom
is composed of the Southern Gatholics‘,r plus some Northern refugee
mthol‘iés; a sliver of Protesiant stmngﬁi; the wealthy
Southern conservative Wsts and two militent religions called
the Hoa Heo and the Cao Dei, vhich togother mumber roughly
four million followers.

These Southern elements, THFSWeEy - considered/more
pro~French than pro-imericamjare known %o lean heavily towards:

a2 neutralist settlement for Vieinam.
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As long as these power blocs are im conflict, Prime Minister

Ky can remain in power--but the price is the continued poliﬁcaii

E‘%» disintegration sand the slow demise of the anti-Communist :
m- efforte Without the support vof the Vietnamese amad foroefs,/ the
militant Central Vietnamese wimx Buddhist bloc = are incapable

of toppling Prime Minister Ky they can however, create enough
chaos and turbulence im Central Vietnam to demand major concessions
from the govermment or the kxe&icm.

If these two power blocs stop fighting cach oth.er; hawever;
the Vietnamese armed forces will be unmable to keep order and Ky
could be toppled from powers
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Ironically; in the light of Vice President Hubert Emphray'
cell for aye mn-aliﬁ South Vietnam and Southeact Asia, most
rolitical observers here believe the official American positionm im
Vietnem is gradually swinging towards the @e encouragenent of aye
pro-neuntrslist civilian govermment /mm Wﬂd eventually = re—arrange
the internal Vietnamese political pie to include the Communist~led

National Front for the Liboration of South Vietnam,.

Prime Hinister Ky,lmem m while staying im |
office by straddling these two conflicting political power bloes,,
he 5 been attempting to compromise with both groups. But what is

acceptable to one bloe is promptly vetoed by the othore
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The most immediatey; crucial issue of disagreement between
these two power blocs and the Vietnamese govermment revolves around
o the composition of the committee to draft the matiomel constitution.
The Buddhist extremists have & 1 the goverrment : )
to the committee the eclected members of the f“%e councils

of the forty three provimes throughout the ﬁ countrye

These councils were eclecoted last May umder the pro-Buddhi st govermment
of Prime Minister Phan Huy Qua.,_t; the Buddhist candidates E%-
overvhelmingly wom: the seats on almost all of these ooxmcil:s.n

Prime ﬁinister Ky‘ ﬁma& with this demand; bdut them the Southern
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Prime Minister Ky =i in
halfl of the members of the consitutionedrafting coammittee would be

the Southern religious representativese
Buty, this compromise was vetoed by both political faamons;
leaving Prime kinister Ky s4ill in effica; but with norptno poli"tical
solutions in sight. |

nm' Buddhists are playing a very clever game;" one Western
diplct&at groaneds "They demonsirate, strike and ﬁ scream for a
civilian: governments They have &o created the problems and have

dumped the responsibility for finding the solution in the lap of the
Prime Minister Kys But once
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