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SAIGON, DECEMBER ;?g”& daap six}aa of concern and weﬂaiw.ﬁ
mixed with engulch and mmﬁia dwdEgnn inorensing wlthin
Vietnancoe poutma ond mmanm eireles about future. mmm
poldeys '

The mxwm drop in confidence in n American stick-to-itiveness

at tho conference table in Parig-wespecially aftor Seorctary of |
Defense Claxk Clifford's lotest publie m‘b@ﬁ?ﬁ;ﬁ’:tﬁa Salgon govermment——

ig also oreating a rother significant erosion of Vietnomose enti-Communist

morale and confidence in their own govorrments

The uncertainties arising from the Jmax orecsendo of oriticimm
fron Washington officials sbout the Saigon govermment is giving rise
to fresh batoh of cowp d'etet rumorg, -and some prominent Vietnamese
nationaliet politicdans are known %o be gan;ﬁling that tho Amorican
policymekers are mgs sbout to dunp the ¥ olected govermment of Precident
lguyen Ven Thious Some have been saying thic for montha--and may be
over-interpreting Mpe Clifford's eriticimme of the Saigon government—
but it is prodweing a politically disquicting offeots
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Thoso wn=settling, 4if not nerve-wracking, public remarks from
Vashington--vhich are alpo raising the disgust of members of the
Mmorican 'mommzmity here, including esome doves rather cool to the Saigon
goverment--nlso are being made during a most jittery period when
neny Vietnemese snd American officiels think "almost anything can heppen."
The Americen militw commend hos been calling on and off alerts
throughout the country, oxpecting a maao& Communiat big-unit offonsive—
or to be propared for it in case the Commmists attempt ite However,
athem are mora frightened at the progpect of o major terrorism and
mpaiendn the ocities, and vaile this wnuld not repoat not

naoeaemrily fmvolve a large number of Gommmt mm mits, it could
have a otill have a devastating effect pmholoﬁmmy! P Gokis L

i

Saaterne - .‘WMJ.M mmmmmgmwm.ﬁw‘b the Thiew
government,-bellove that the left= leftishmorit oriented notionelist
1’011#42%,.%1(,&;%&@1%%@@%%“
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The weck before Chf?m%Msgém Chrictmas is chock=ful of

Vietnamese Communlst holidays abd a d and anniversarics, and many

nationelists traditionally feel that Communists will attempt to

WO AR i T

celebrate these ooccagions with spedtau spectu spectecular displays

of violence in governmont-held areass fThe most importent enmiveFss
of these anmiverseries is dates is the oighth eighth anniversery of
the founding of the Communist~lod National Iiberation Fromt 93

on December 20%'» 201;11 end the Communists have been calling for &

their bigrest caiec celebration to dates
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The mam sbout the lame-dd duck foreign policy of the outgoing
Johnson Administration is that Washington in the remaining month
before the Presidential Insuguration will make some mejor, irreversible
lest~ninute concessions to the Communists ot the conforence table
in Parisy, which would erase gignificant battloficld gaine made in the
lafat fow monthee Vietnamese politicians ere deeply sugpioious of
tlm Johnson Administration pushing wmts too0 rmiﬂy in Parm--»wpwmny
in pressuring the Salgon gawrmem *m be cuﬁm;mmm& ‘by the insurgent
National Liberation Fronte Viotnemese government circles disoreetly
accused President Johnson of playing polities with tho ccssation of
the bombing of North Vietnam before the American eloction~-and these
officials nre now alleging that he is interested meinly in engraving

htgm o fawmble plma in the history boolkss

Vwme&mam Souroes wore also eapeamny cor ixked that Hpe iﬁzf'f‘m»a
\.\ wsamore router
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although thése are repo: od " al ﬁ%&ﬂi&by%azﬁmﬁemﬁﬁwm

'«f’ peese talks and his ntotement -
WM the imoricans would st
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st4ll continie with e peace talkse “While there ’mais' vo boen g s
in these his remarks, ~BOUrGEs" Mm“uﬁ%&i%*m g 9 . m ~appronch
of Clifford ond his t the ‘taotical wAd v sdor
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ﬂfsmmew gources were alpo espeoielly irked that My. Clifford
played domn the Commumist viclations of the supposed "understanding® aebout
refraining from mhexls_,@g Vietnemene cities and sbusing the demilitarinmed zones
The Amérs.can militery command here regulerly reports ¥k Communist
violations or onc sort s or enothore Rather than pressuring Hanod
%0 sbide by their esrooments, Vashington is instend ymm pemmemizgy oriticiding
Saigone—and even worse publicly-— allofiit alleging the of South Vietinanese
government is helding up progress st the Parls psace tolks.mmk Bven worse,
the South Vietnamese were ; horzified by ﬁl&ffhéé‘a romark that even il the
Commmists laumched enother military offensive, the Mporlcan officlels
would still continue to talk in Parise Vhile thie stotement rag
probebly teesc true, eources heve oriticise Clifford’ stﬁz wisdom
 in loying all hic negotioting cords on the bergaining teble end his

- "pig stick" epprosch in FWligly mtiefﬁing the Vieinomenes o
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Other Viotnamese anti=goverimont—or "out "Out "out" politiciens—
especially anti=government ones outside of the ruling cm;eawam also

,,.& S

increasing thoir criticisme of the American policy hsre---beemm :u; is

supportintg the Thieu govermment. thoy are m;:»omaﬁly mlling af"* "‘NMW
all sorts of ideas political "armehair ideas", plans for noving
Tieu out of the Presidency and proposals for new governments, hoping

to gain /merican support for tiFS Po1d
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"Even offioiels at the (P:aaimtial) Palace, foel that they
are caughty,” one informed source cxplaineds "They dom't ki want to
see the Americens (EFOeps”(combat troops) gos ond yet they k don'sy
want to cee more ond more of their country ripped aparts liorale in
the oié} is not r;apeat not as good as it should be and the government
is not repecat not é.g strong as outsiders think, The population is
both jittery and inoressingly jeopardized by the high cost of living—
ordinary people simply con't moke ends meet=—and this in turn may start
‘demoralizing the Vietnamese armed forcese If the wordststarts golng around
£45% thet the Americans are going to bug out fast,; alot 0f peop}.s ocum
start changing sidess There is alot of antiwwiamim nomot

o
v e o

between the Ge I's and the population, bu*e by m those who have
been fighting this war !mw..lmg before the Americens heard

?'m ronson the Vietnemese politiodans began rellying eround Thieu
in his chowdowm with J’ahnson last month was that it ceptured the latent

enti-Amoriconiom of nany vm i Now that is vanishing quickly,
as 1t becomes clear the Americans are putting more and more pressure on

the Saigon govermments All in all, thex;e'a enough indices around
pointing towards & catastrophe of some sort."
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