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WITH THE U, Se 9th MARINE REGIMENT, DEMILITARIZED ZONE,
VIETNAM, OCTOBER 3-=The treetop lampmeswfeejms ticr o¥ of
J j%ngle canopy had beeg.wlbthered brown by American
defolit defoliation spafys, bub the two lower
layers still encased=§He Marine unit bedBW in an
emerald ua;umbrella.yf foliage . %%%@ A A
e Only agsthe Huey "slick" descended into a
eylindrical landing zone where the rainforest
had been felled did the troops emerge life-size ‘
from their prison of-greenery. The troops were
h%agingerbread~colored, their fgces grms and gni@prms
having been powdered and ' butteréd with the = ¥
cinnomonfdusﬁ%ﬁ?f?ﬁ%wjgngle floor,
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q’In the humid, mid-day heat, many had stripped off their

shirts and flak jackets; some were hacking away the undergrowth
between trees; some were laboriously chipping out floxholes from.
the rubbery clay. They were digging deep; a company in a sister;%
unit earlier in the operation had already been decimated in a teff™
withering North _ Vietnamese army and mortar barrage, '

The troops of the lst b hfbtalion--which had already written
Vietnam military history along the demilitarized zone during the
battles of Con Thien and Khe Sanh--appeared weary; some wore seégral
dayss pf stubble on their chins and cheeks; Ythby had been ‘
on the march since August 27 and during thewepewst-Typhoon Bees

S wo inches of rain
in early ueptembér had bequeathed t??ngﬁﬁpyﬁgﬁgggaéi‘%é_ ihes of M
in four days. PESS «wAS ARa. Vi2nnna mmidaw LS
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__The Jjungle in and around the dsm dmz is some
of the densest in the worldy it is among the most
agonizing terrain in 4 Vietnam in which to walk--little
lone to fight. #ggdinv out super-cautious flank

securityffélggﬂeniﬁii ideal Communist ambush’ counttry,
the st B=t Battalion had moved about three-{ifths

of‘gwmiie a day--one grid square on the map~~while
on the ridgelines. But at the base of the mountains,
in the gulleys and draws where machete hacking was
required, the battalion covered 500 yards a day==the

equivalent &£ of five normal city blocks.
==more reuter
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The=WER»Yat demilitarized zone is perhaps the
great misnomer of the Vietnam war. On the ground,
it has not been a bloody battleground~-but for the
North Vietnamese, it has since-mid=% IECTH
mid=1964% become a significant transiting area
from which to prepare, man and supply their battlefield
further south, The Allies have during the years
countered with massive tactical and strategic air
bombardments, artillery and naval gunfire
shellings. The Communists have ,in turn countered

this with their own artillery shellingazaauanﬁa»$heAJTD

< and surface-to-air missiles and
radaracantrolled 100 millimeter anti-aireraft barrages

irecteé at American-airere=fighterd flghterawandmww
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Only frequ decasionally, however, in the past
three years, have Mmerican or South Vietnamese
combat units piereced into the dmz (except for
unannounced, clandestine Special Forces raids).
Whemn Ysually the battlesreumd—was-sround battles
were fought further south, on the Allied side of t /.- . .
the southernmost IIWIts or the—zones— When Allied
battalions did venture into the zone, they have
tho date remained in the so-called
£ f'southern trace"--the half of the zomgwsouth of
the Ben Hai river. The Ben Hai forms the sole
natural boundary of the dmze-which on the maps is
termed the "provisional military demarcation line,"

==more reuter by
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Except for a few odd wrinkles here and there, \Eﬁéé%fgr
miles on each side o of the Ben Hai river 1lies the
"southern trace" and the northern half of the
Zones Zigélgging and s«€¥Yr S-curving towards
tha SOuth China Sea, the silvery river--cuzmensly.

ut Bd yards wige=~appears as one of the m

.most innocent and idyllic waterways in the world;

aore than any other, it hes has given birth
to ldiplomatic, & ideological and military confrontations
in this decade. g
. ==pore reuter
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Horizadééily, scissoring North and South Vietnam,
" the Ben Hai forms the midstream of the @& 40-mile-long

dmz from the Laotian border to t e South china og&.”g

in the horizontal center of the ﬁm dmz; vertically
it has moved from 500 yards south of the Ben Hai
southwards towards its southermonst boundardy.

The battalion f4wsé-—mo began opersbdmg its operation
SR-iagus=27 outside the dmz on August @2u 27, while
searching the hills and mountains and valleys around
the &g shaggy "Rockpile™ area, Then on September
17, it was helicoptered into the lowlands near the

e g pr/ Ime ANDER . VG
Ben Hai river and wewes ~§mmad~aeu¢h¢ southwardse

It has tak@n tha battalian since eptamber 17 to
move ‘ur %ﬂ; three miles from the Ben Hal river to
the southern limits of the dmze-but the routes -hée
have been doubly~e&iuu&% cireuitaus&g P errteh e

ot nel] upqn one mcuntainside, down the other -
side and meandering between the ridges, InwsBesides

& ==more reuter
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Besides moving cautiously to JFpring potential
sCommunist ambushes and bushwacking parties, the
battalion also took time to WdRe blaze out 4 one-ship
helicopter 1&#@ing zones which can be were used to
for resupply and medical evacuatxons.ﬂix

In part, the unit was mcvad into the dmz as
a follow-up ground.action committed to assess the
effectiveness of B=52 raids in the area during the
two previous days. On D=Day--September l7--tie
the battalion was helicoptered into the Hill 256 go
complex and then two of its companies moved
southwards to secure the dominant terrain in
overlooking. the Ben Hail —ag. negt day, -~ the battalion
was split; two companies-wroughly # 170 men per
“grun&ts“~~ per company--mnoved
directly southwest cross-country and the ﬁ&@%}%&%ﬁ
two companies attacked along a ridgeline damt a
known North Vietnamese bunker complex. The _
units-then moved into the Hill 579 complex, midway,
between the Ben Hal and the southernmost border of
the dmz, | '
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In confident spirits, but haggard-looking,
Captain Edward F. Riley, explained what the battalion
had found during their three-week jungle odyssey.<=# in the dmz,
A 3l-year-old native of Portland, Maine, he
serve&§&§ the battalion's operations officer durin%)
his second tour in Vietnam in ¥hree - yearsey T °

"we discovered hundreds of bunkers, sometimes
bunkers within a maze of bumlee bunker complexes," W/
he sald matter~of-factly, "With our two companies .
attacking southwest from the Ben Hai, we encountered
a significant arms cache three kilometers south .
of the Ben Hail, overlooking the river, We found
alot of weapons and ordnance and an elaborate
Communist bunkerint.s-bunkering system completely
wired with.-landline communications. g

==more reuter
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"Some of the bunkers measured 15 feet by 20 feet and were
deep enough for a man to stand ineup in. Logs eighteen inches
: : ameber.circumference providad the

, some ofdgggmhnn;a_bunkers with eating facilities th @
There were roofed-in eating r facilities, They had
cut steps down the moutdtfis and hills and had
bamboo banisters on them. Everything was extramely Horasag P S hes

&L (2] w
well camouflaged7~ D \tﬁf/ e el TG kTR
N SR Y O s A
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"Their main trails generally followed the
ridgelines, but were crisscrossed with minor trails
every saveraiggeat. These minor trailsepau ran down

into the dra /

He explained what the battalion had seen in the
aftermath of a B=52 Talde the B=52 raids,
"The B-52's were on target in the majority
of the bunker compléxes," he said, "Many trees
were uprooted and anything above ground in the area
would have been decimated. The bunkers immediately
removed from the DUTEEF HreESEboet-L00-metors ayn

R T

bombing eraters--about 100 meters avagSsoon on %

Hrse-anaves, e uncovered one and it

. ITTETTTWEToUNG.  twenty bodips; ~but
we did not dig to the bottom of the grave, The

other three %raves we did not uncousrgg He estimated "maybe ten
Y é&&oxgagdaﬁere destroy

PoT Cofy o PhILRBBESIS bt DRREHben

extreme;i well organized withdrawal from the area
before we f got there. They didn't rush out; they
buried their dead, policed up the area and left,

==more reuter
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Sinca the major’M NVA units had withdrawn
from their bunkering complex, the lst Marines had
made no "solid" face~to-face showdown contacts.
However, the unit had been.mortared on four or
five occasions, generally at“®lsh dusk, when the
Communists can observe where their rounds impact,
yet still use the approaching darkness to evade
on the onrush of American airpower, On one night
last week, a platoone-sized. Q.,/w ,,.wA‘wa

ey,

:::::::

American artillery support@d the Marines withtﬁ ¥
15 minutes, Several nights later, the North Vietnamese
hurled twenty to thirty mortar rounds at the lst Battalion;
the Marines suffered cne slightly wounded-eesuelty
casualty and returned®Tirs fire with 97 artillery
rounds. ‘

==more reuter



zZeze sag
yy nnm
dmz 13 (normass/deepe)

the Ben ‘1 'vér fur-rbughly eight kilometers, The
road, wide enough for truck tra ice, was cut into
the sides of the mountains, thus giving dt+an all=wedther
capability. Senior commanders fear the Ccm%ynists
may have been building the road in order to move do
Jom their heavy pieces of a&i_:&ller@glgm splose ,Q/.'\{‘ﬂ/g"
_JAme Maring-Lpew Lt pases numerous
cambat basesawhac which have replaced Khe Sanh for
operational purposes.
Since the dmz—~epewtion operation began on
dugnst 27 September 17, eight Marine companies have
consistently operateégtnﬁﬂﬂs‘ﬁane in the¢$séuthern
traceﬁgwat at timesed2= [T65—tfére fouf more companies
“committed there. For a few minutes, four other

compan®8¥ Ry REFEVETdpped across the southern most
boundary into the dmz propeg‘ sinca b o/ud P

visible features defining the southernmost boundary
of the dmz, and+/m even elaborate maps are not exact,
American commanders sometimes find it difficult to
say specifically when they are in the dmz, on the
southern boundary line or in south vietnam proper.

=z=more reuter
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Generally, four Marine companies of 170 men each
form a battalion, but at.timesdUring an operation
companies are added of_substracted from &#e a
battalion for specifie durations. *

Sigoens o S

No official statistics are currently available
on materials, bunkering a; complexes and casualties of
both sides incurred during the operation within tf

b
e g

%h@ dmz %&gnggﬁ, Hqggmanr»~é¥fiﬁgkﬁgﬁst 2?“?’"§erating
“an south-of -the b+ the dmz and
sgy in the northern part of south vietnam, the #
dp Marines killed 750 North Vietnamese while suffering
70 ﬂil}éﬁ, An additional %01 Marines were wounded
and evacuated from the battle-zone; Y41 others were
wouaded but not evacuatede -Cemmunists wounded are
unknown, Four Commnists were sfecaptured as
prisoners of war and five other Vietnamese were
detained as suspects. “

o U SO o 8 W R e um— . § o
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Official statisticsi%}s§>l 588 Communist bunkers
destroyed, 678 weapons wei@ed,. 1.4 million rounds of
repeat-one point fog; mgwgian roqgggﬂo{;gmall arms
ammunition seized,. 10 tons of explasives;”37’/;ns of rice,

7 tons of salt, 20,255 artillery, mortar and rocket
rounds and 12,589 anti-tank and anti-personnel miness , /

RRREEIEAS S

i “ate to editara: please insert tha following
after the second take: The Marines had been cut off
from th@unmwa of tbe outside world during the operationg
Unlike thter"“the#@r~%hu~$%uapa~in the burdsemed remote,
bunkered base camps south of the aaan, the lst Battalion
had not listened to the early morning broadcasts of

%,xtégAﬂﬁfld Serless  Anq they were unaware of the verbal

T fesa-bedrr-radsed- in the Paris peace conference and

the American Presidential oe canpaign about restoration
of the "de" in the militarized zone. The Marines
were more intent on digging their foxholes daﬁianns deeper,

Hank: sorriest this isn't writtan very well; eyem

rushing to ggt it out with a courier to Saigon, Maybe
mMmAS
you can pa&g;h it g%mea Regards Bev),

==end reuter
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