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goigen, May 9=~The Horth Vietnemese Army has assumed direct command
of local Viet Cong unita in the upper two-thirds of South Vietnem,

intelligence sources reported todaye

~Hemy
The gignificant move——which means the Nort Vie amims
Ms (werl HS P\ 31 .#;gggng

running the Communist side of the war therefkwaa the SUbJuOt of a detailed
briéfing to the highest-ranking members of the kmerican~backed Vietnemese
government and ormed forces, wveliable sources reports

within the southern one—third °€>tf$ country, the Viethk Cong High

!\%lufri H—Fm_)y'vc e e R E
Commandg : in the jungled s%iiﬁh gtronghold of War Zone C

near Cambodie, etill reteins controel of their own troops, reliable sources

reports
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The North Vieinsmese Army command siretches from roughly one hundred
miles north-~northeast of Saigon upwards to the seventee;{h parallely where the
bloodied siz-mile wide demilitarized zone bt theoreiically scparates
Communi st Herth Vietnam and the southern, Amcrican-supported republic,
Horizontslly, +the command reaches from the South China Sea on the sast to
the Leotian-Cambodian lend borders on the weste Arcing Omrth“ of Sa;gcn
are the three provinces of Phuoc Long, Lam Dong and Binh Tauwan, which are
geographically important for containing the foothills to the mounteinous
northern region along the land borders. They are also historically important

for forming the mm old French-imposed political division between the

Mekong Delta area once called @ Cochinchine, and Ceniral Vieilnam m'

T e

(Annam) which ranged’ﬁr northward to slightly above the 1

o|

seventecnth parallels. These re%%&gpnotions are still important, and

axy on same issues, are more forcerul then Vietnemese m tionalism, N Fth
i 7ol wore,
a o v >

of these/ provimces thi CFth North ietm@ Arny is in commend

of the Ceommunist side @ of the wars.
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Intelligence sources said%onﬁrmed information--based on the
interrogontion of several high-ranking North Vietnamese officers-—indicated the
Southern-born Viet Cong guerrilla,s; political cadre 2nd organized units were
quickly shifting into the heavily populated areas along the South ¥ China S8R
Seas Herey they are exzpected to concentraie their fighting against the
Vietnamese government armed forces and the crucial pacification (Revolutionary

Development TOSTaMe oy :
Pty - Comm Ard C G

"This WQ significant means there 2re now two @
%ﬁ’ separate hot wars in South Vietna," one intelligence officer

explained. "One war is between North Vietnemese and American units.

The second is the Viet Cong against the Vjetnamese govermment scldicrs and

political orgrnizationss I4 will mean more bloodshed in a gpiralling wer."

MoreR Reuter
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One of the Nyrth Vietnsmese officers whose interrogation lead %o
the confirmation of the major development was named Lte. Col. Huynh Cu,
wh?%’ fomerl?head of ingtruction for the Viet Cong Inter-zone év
repeat five &-wemomPasaing the five northermmost provinces of
the Southern republice He dﬁ'defected to the govermment side in
the spring of this years Another North Vietnamese officer, working in
intelligence for the Communists, was recéntly captured in Danang and hisg
interrogation also added to the government's knowledge of the Communi st

chenge of command.

Mgro Reuter
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The intelligence sources 2lso reported THPM™Sed+e the now

North Vietnamese command responsibilits is

fulfilled by two separate gro structurcse The one émnmand structure
controls the war in the five northernmost provinces efv the S&&@t South—
Quang Tri along the seventeenth perallely Thua Thien, Quang Hem,

Quang Tin and Quang Ngai. The headquerters of this command is i%

in the @k environs of the frequently-bombed ¢ity of ¥ Thanh Hoa, 3Oc’r:n.’xlas

- north of the seventeenth parallel in North Vietnam. The sources said fhe
one mission of the i'mr elements of' North Vietnamese divisions in thig
arca was t0 learn how %o counter effectively IWEX® American units--egpecially
the Americen Morines—migh as future training and straotogic plenning ageinst
Zn any possibly ground invasion into Worth Vietnam by Allied troops. Taw

The sccond commend structure covers roughly half of Ssouth Vietnsm from

the perimeter north of Saigon to t;}e southern limiti{;s of the T&h Thenh Hoa
command.. The headquarters of thizs second command has not repeat not been
B — ;,Qm—(‘m‘kcr{ ;’Q}—j Sovkaes  dad.
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The ?th Vietnamese generals commanding th@ se two headquarters--or
the over-all @ campaign——are still unknown, sources S&idu However,
the intelligence officers said that two North Vietnamese are confirmed to
be present in the South, One of these is Lt. Gen. Nguyen Chi Thanh,

,1 b} vrth Vietnomese units operating

N it

once confirmed to be in oommand of A.

:m the so% gouths It is

own whether he is now one of the generals

also commanding the Viet Cong military machine.

was former commander of some of the northern provinces of gouth Vietnam

duﬁng the French Indo~China Var ending in 1954, He is a member of
the Netionel Defense Council and a member of the Lao Dong (Communi st)

Party Politburoe and seeretariat in North Vietnam.

More Reuter



Jairad

Proreuter Tokyo

Commend T saigon (normass/deepe)

In 1961, he was head of the Political Department of the North
Vietnamese Army and later became the Party chief of tgihnnral Affairs, f

during the colleetivisetion of agriculture.

The second Kﬂgth Vietnomese g% general confirmed to be in the

South is Maj. Gen, ‘;“'”""“" fiifin Hoang Van Thai, The 6l-yeor-old

’zi-/
three-stor general is Vice chief of staff, vice minister of defense,
)
and member of the Central Committee o? the Lao Dong (Communist) Party
in North Vietnam, A close associate of Gengmel Giap in the pasty he

is considered a brillient strategist and politically astute officex,

Mgre Reuter
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The major shift in the command responsibility is expected to
strengthen the Communists short~term military position for = bloody,
significant offensive beginning with the July monsoon raingy sources here
believe,

In the long~range future,; however, come political sources believe
the change may have some disadvantages for the Communists. Pirst, these
sources argue, North Vietnamese troops are almost as foreign in the
Jungled terrain of the South as are American units; Second, the sources
believe the move may well accelerate the alrecady~present ill-feeling
between the North Vietnamese regulars and the Southern~born Viet Cong.

Ke G ov
The regional differences are important herej with each Mup/having a
different l@m language acoent and centuries of anomosity, Third,
some American uiﬁ.l:!.tary commanders have long regorded thek Viet Cong unitge—
who operate imxbbwimmbmmes eomong neichbors in femilisr terrain--as more
im feorsome enemies than the North Vietnamese unite. Nowy the decision-
making authority on the military side hes shifted to the Northerners.
Pourth, in ‘bhe political arenay both internally and internationally,

the development seems to give additional, visible evidence to the %
XLl

Mmerican view that the war here is one of aggression from the

North rather than g simply a home-yo;im insurrection of Southern dissidents,
b ) i ~ i

some sources argues From the Communist viewpoint, the command shift would

be considered justified in the 1ight of the Allied combat buildy /
although they have not official announced tho"change and Pptww (A
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Observers hore view the chenge as one of at least "*gour nilestone

HBcu e
dosnanmms military decisions made by the Communists the ecurrome FF¢°° 4

Vietnam wers These four decigiong ares

1, 1In 1959, the Communist decision, based on a study of Southern-
born Lao Dong Party member Le Duan, %0 resort to amms in an attempt to
protect their politieal spparatus and to expand it inf# confronting the
anti-Communist government based in Saigon. This deoi sion wes ratified ,{ €o
by other Communist bloe countries at the Moscow Conference attended by
Progident Ho Chi Minh and Gemeral Thanhe A few months later the National
Liberction Front for South Vietnam was officially proclaimed and guerrilla
marfare broke oute

HMore Reuter
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2, In 1962, the Communists set up e "unified" ocommand,
,'_f\ A , T "' A\»_. E..)
pg}%@gz@ together and strengthening their ho

guerrilla

upits under one hmamidxx general headquarterse This decision was made
aeveral months after the American miditery command in Salgon was set ups

North Viotnomese=born politicel and militery cadre were at that time

being introducedy tams

3 In 1964, the first North Vietnamese~born combat unite were
introducedy pm principelly heavy weapons and sup;;grt un:lts.‘ o
The first North Vietnamese-born prisoner of war was capiured b’ir the .‘

e

Vietnamene government in July,’ aﬁ the American milité,ry ¢ ommand
at thet time denied the significance of the capture. Since then,

six North Vietnamese divisions have been infiltrated into the @
southy reliable sources reports
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4y Fox In early 1967, the decision to give the North
Victnamese Army command of the war im the upper portions of south
Vietnam =ond command of Viet Cong unitse

(Note to Bditors USAID doee not have any more aveilable coples
of provinecial backgrounders. They are attgmpting $0 update and reprint
new onesy but this will take six months t§ one year. Sorricste

Do you want a rather dry, non-controversial, yet I think significent

wrapup on the Netionsl Liberation Front--=how it was fg‘irmed% how it
A~ Bod 1

oper:iw with the population and Hano@ etem=0 £ 3000 words?
Plesse advise. I oen send it in several days, Thenks).
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