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SATGOU--THe rapié bulld-up of American forces has
produced a golden, glitlering blosson of bars, brothels,
cheap hotels and battalions of prostitutes.

Tor the young Viebtnamese woman, the war-time needs
of "entertainment" have produced an unprecedented opportunity
for social éobility which escalates her into a p. ‘@nderellau
like existence.

Tor both the American and the South Vieinanese

gove nments, +the bars and prostitutes pres cnt aﬁ;lggenbelyﬁi - L
s } o

. \Ngocnﬁl ’“awffﬂ €l s
snarle& problen ¥333336f¥~ = x overtoneg, e v
Cam

-

Minister HNguyen Cao Kﬁ‘@rbpase& legalizing prostitution, both
Saigon intellectuals and radio Hanoi accused him of Dbeing
a pimpﬁ‘ for the Americans®®

The almost magical onwc rbunities for a younys peasant
_31r1 to earn a<%§§ii§£2;§tﬁcugh only slightly dishonorable

- 1ivelihood) in the cibies marks one of the key socilal

exylc jons of Vietnamese womanhood. 1% presents itself as ‘iiii
emancipation ¥ from the family, £from rural or low-class lifey
fron the traditional culbural values. For many, it is the

firet time in their lives they ouned a dresse.
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“puping the French times, a youﬁg woman in the morning
could be planting rice in the paddyiields, by aiternoon she
would be in a lovely dress and by evening she would be learaning
the bvango," onc old-time Vietnawese bar hssﬁé%s explained.

"But it*s even more pronounced now because some of the French
officers hed their French wives with tThem here, and if they
di&n‘t;tﬁa Prench army had Ghe military field brothels
{?raael ﬂlllbalfe ce Qdﬂﬁd@ﬂ&} which accompanied the Trocps
into battle £ar lega&zx@u;xwd&caliy»agyreve& prostivutions"

Toung Viebnamese women £rom the pwovinceg, who once

came to Soipon as housemaids, have long apc sbarted vworiing

&

ag bargiris and vaitresses in resteurants, thus causiy
piddle-class Saigon housewives U0 complain they can no longer
f nd maids, housekecperns and baby-citters.
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The waz AW’” which drained the young uen 1100 the

armeé forces on both the Comounist and the
hes also

low=Cclass
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gne young wonman who &

. S g gl
swovrinces is now a clerk typist for an American
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In the provinces, many of the roads are build by
the gfag;ingly manual work of women; in the isolated
Speclal Forces camps women are often hired %o build the
defense bunkers ("They work harder than men, but are paid
less,” one American captain reported) and in $aigan; the(

construction of military billets and private bzllas

to{be rentved to Americans is being done partially by women.
The war, which has caused the mk disintegration of

Vietnam's social fabric traditionally centoring around the
family, has given the young Eou~class Vietnamese woman two
extreme alternatives :ﬁ/ "Going where the Boys are." The |

first alternative is o find ?egcitmggg and fun" with the
Viet Cong Communists who promisé“ﬁﬁa-qf”gaeu societygf &
.

troop conceéntrations. In the later case, if she selects o

et

.bhe second is to migrate to the secure urban areas

become a prostitute, even operating under the cover and
camouflage of being a bargirl, waitress or singer, she

could, with luck, snarl an Amefican husband in which case
she would jump from Cinderella Lo being a queen. If she fa@ls,
she accepts the fact she can be the mis%ress of many, butb.
can never 0@ marry a Vietnamese, who considers her
"from a different sccial world" outside his boundaries.
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 Ec0nomica11y,f her one ambition is gradually to change
from bein@ a bar-girl to being a barméwner-mﬁhich she calis
belng a businesswomen. Tor SOﬂe; it‘s not aifficult. Reliable
sources report that one very sucoedsful baruglrl saved one
million plastre (roughly $10,000) within a two«year period;
however, less successful bar-girls complain that by the tinme
they pay off the bar-—-owners and the police for protection they
have less than 5000 piastres (450) =a monﬁh lefts "It's better
to be a Qrostltute to one Amerxcan man for 10, 000 piastres a
mcnthyuntil he goes home," one bar~§1rl reporbed.:

%ﬁring the pas?t three years, the increasing flow of

men into Saigon has produced a ﬁransfermaﬁidnian Saigon's main
sbtreet called "Tu-Do" which}meanS'freedom,-AA number of §%§§;§h
notels, also called "short-time brothels®, which are -
either by thelhour or by the night, ’have mushroomed along
the mainstreet; along with a number of bars. By official

count there are 146 bars in the area of severa ﬁlockm arouna

thé nainstreet; and several thousand throughout the clty of

Saigon-
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Techiically, the problem of bar—girigifégglconsiéefed

an infraction of U«S. nmilitary regulations since the girls are
- INS e
not permitted and do not spend overnight whsesl Anericen billets;

instead they go Lo organized brothels or the girl?'s home. BSince

-

th*ﬂeégﬁﬁ shorbage of vooms in UsSs militery billets in Salgon,

&

3o,

the difficulty of finding a hotel room is so great that the
cheap hotels and brothels can charge the American serviceman™
500 piestres (aboub $5) for a bed (with as many as ten beds

in one room) plus an additional mandatory charge of 500 piastres

for a woman-sfhe serviceman wust pay the women whether he takes

her or nots
pon entering the hotel wi n woman, +the G.I. i
Ut sering the hotel with a woman, ©The G.I. in
Saigon is obliged in some cases to sign a paper reading:

ny , I.D« card number dated , have brought

R s

Miss__ o my room on in the _  hotel, If an
incident occurs I assune complete responsibility.” (Signature)."
: Vhatever the economic wonderland for Vietnamese women,

heuever; the bars and brothels present a very delicate and

gnarled problem for both the Vietnamese and American governments.
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Politically, %bthe problem takes on three aspectss
If Prime Minister Nguyen Cao %E)gees through with his pre§\§/
to legalize prostitutiony aggfg;;atﬂlg/"250f9331onal but
restricted red lighﬁ districts,” he wouiE%€§§§iclzea by the
Vietnanese in the urban centers. ILikewise, American sfflclaldom,
while recognizing he has the right to do so, blanche at-ﬂhbﬁ*"
ﬁhcught,'fearing donestic repercussions within the Unibted Statesw
Secondly, in the words ofbne American officlal, |
speaking privately, "the American GI is now competing with
ﬁhe Vietnamese governnent soldier for two of the scarest
' commodities in country--women and boozes Obviously, the
Anmerican ﬁﬁ%%—more money and winvwhich doesn't endear ééégl

téu!f’?ietnamese alliese"

Third, # in the U.S. Marine enclave g{g%ggﬁn : p}%f

mushrooming of 45 bars along the main street[brought # such

a storm of criticism from local Vietnamese citizens that the
commanding general, Brig. Gen. liguyen Chanh Thi, promised
to move all the bars into the dimly-light back alleys-
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the American image has been immeasurably

tarnished by the flcurishing‘trade @f what the Communists
call "decadence." One American official, witnessing the mad
rush of drunken GI's and bargirls for cyclos and taxis at the

the curfew hour in Saigon, groaned "the American image here

is terrific{- These poor fellows lose the war iw=ew§
in Saigon bub é%i to win it in the provinces." Pro-imerican
diplomats in Saigon have been only somewhat less Than appalled
at the "indiscretion" of American commanders in tolerating
such a flourishing bar and brothel traffic to be visibly
displayed. , ‘

"The Viet Cong have the image of morality," one -
high-ranking reliable source explained: And, as one ex=—
Viet Cong female cadre, mnarried to another Viel Cong explained,
"The Viet Cong stamp on my husband's card that he's married.
If we're separated, I know the ?arﬁy would not tolerate his
having an affair with another woman. EIven if we're separabed
for two years, he'll just have to endure it," she laughed.

Bat zthe segu 1G:A¢E%¥agﬁgéllgence side of the problem

is considered even mort E™Than the political.

"You must know the éiet Cong have a cell in every
block in town, -in every bar and in every restaurant,” ope
highly reliable security source explained. "The waiters of the
doormen or the bar-girls-—someone has to be Viet Cong or the

var would not be allowed to exist.”

e
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One bar-girl confided, "Oh, the Américans tell us
everything. They even tell us where they*ll Duild new airbases
and installatioms so @e can buy up the land in that section;“

One province chief in a remobe area explained, "y
(Vietnamese) troops get lonely out here without their families.
» have planted a number of women in this town to

7=-bul these vomen always know when we are

0f more irmediabe concera to some security officials
s the fact that often the American GI is robbed "while in
an unlknown hetel with mnknown woman," In some cases, the GI
is robbed of his wea?oﬁs; in other cases his billfoldquJ"q N
only his money, but also his American military igéentiﬁy card,
‘Some security officers fear that these military identity
cards Sy containing a photograph, could be usedkgg Communist
Oawwasﬁans to penetrate American installatlons?!lllll!y!l

Since many of the newly-arrived bar-girls in Baizon
do not possess the national identilty cerd of the Vietnamese
government, the total number of girlo operabting in Saigon
is hnknown¢ nrpying to figure out what's what'! and Who's uhore

is a major Sanxity problem," one reliable source indicated.
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lMedically, one official said "there is a high~inciéent
rate o#%enereal disease-—and that rate is rising, but it ié
not rising as quickly as 1s the increase in the number of -
American troops." In one randon catch of 4 baruglrls in

s 21 turned out to

the U.S. Marine Corps enclave of Densiig
have venereal dlsea;e. | o

In an unusual 31tuation, the stfains of the disease
in Vletﬁam are resistent to penicillin and other antlboticp‘
None of the Amerlcan modern medicines are able to cure
 permanent1y the dlseag those contacting 1% are, according
40 reliable sources, Eigé‘deﬁaine&at the hospltal at Clark
Air Torce Base, Philippines)and are refused re-admission v

iatcvthe United States until the discase is considered

 satisfactorily arrested.

“mmezsneewwfwrw, cmwdrmwggmmmmmw~

' gponsored or apprsved medical nragram for the bar~girls,‘

but in some of the remotest outposts and towns, American
Special Forces nedics are known to treab ﬁedically éhe women
invoiVeé. A Vietnamese~gavernment progfam of medical control;;

is now under discussions
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One Baigen intellectual explalued cae vicwpoint of
the Vi@tn&mesa‘9opul&%ian* "The Vietnaaese Qéuuduu is very
simples Don't gteal his »ice or hls chickens, don't touch
his wife or daughters, Cnce you've done that, peu’ve lost."

Or expressed nore blun%ly, a Tiotnanese taxidriver,,

£ Saigon's

whirling @asﬁ the bars a
explained, "This is naél

Ca-ca is the lowest of French slang meaning excrement.

b%at%
e p
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