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SAIGON, JULY 27=It is now being openly discussed in informed cirecles
heres The Communists have withdrawn “a large proportion™ of their
main~force units from South Vietnam,

%a&;"ﬁ?@h m&gﬁ&g}}o that the Communist big-unit
formations }that have withdrawm across South Vietnam's borders "might

well be more than fifty per cent." They estimate that elements of

seven Communist divisions have withdramn into Cambodia, Laos and North
Vietnams In the past at least two—Sommumrbch-di: twelve Commumnist divisions
were confirmed g¥ present in the South.

Barlier this month, informed sources estimated that between

25 twenty five to thirty three per cent of the Communist main force units-ee
gt had withdrawn into tramd.;l.*l;io:m::;“i @GMBB* outside of the Southe

Becouse of the difficulties of intelligence gathering and
interpretation here, these stetistical estimetes are generally
considered as "order of magnitude® é guidelines or "ballpark figures"

rather then specific factual data.

==more reuter
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This de facto Commmist de-escalgtion of the war--reflected
in the "subdued" level of fighting and the reduced casualties on all
sides~~has increased speculation, if not apprah@m, in Vietnamese
government circles that the American policy-makers might meke & major
and drsmetic move at the Paris peace talks, possibly to include
& cossation of the bombing over North Vietnam, This would,, according to
the line of reasoning, acselerate the momentum of the Paris peace talks,
possibly designed to coinecdide with American Presidential convention or
elestion timetables.

Other informed sources, however, do not repeat not believe either
the Americans or North Vietnamese in Paris are committed Ho~a5@Nutly
-Shestemsdosibstens a fixed timetable for making erucial decislonse

==more reuter
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From the military point of view, the withdrawal of the Communist
units, mostly North Vietnamese Ammy units, "is mnot without precedent,"
as one informed source explained. "Last fall, the Commmists did the same
thing, sending their units back and forth across the borders....He's

S HBD
made surges and tNESNEEs before and then Iulls, vwhile sending dowm

%ﬁﬁré’%ﬁ%°§%~‘8&8¥’$&%m%3%%’oﬁmm%fmwe IR A x
But, from the political point of view, the de-escalation comes

at & crucially sensitive moment, when American nésg negotiators in
Paris have been demanding some sort of unspecified undefined Communist

reciprocity before meeting the North Vietnamese condition of ceasing
all bombing "and other acts of war" against the North.

==more reuter
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0¢ the seven Communict divisions that have at least partially
wh withdrown scross the South Vietnamese borders, the exit from the
five northernmost provinces, ocelled I Corpsy seems o be particularly
pronounced. It is reported that two of the five North Vietnamese
divisions ordinerily opersting south of the demilitarized zone have
slipped back across the line into North Vietnam or westwards imto laos.
Those are the 320th snd 304th Divisions, eolements of which formerly
elung to the American Marines operating around Khe Sanh, A third
divisiony, the 325C Division, lefi the Khe Sanh area last spring end moved
southwards into the Kontum=Dak To pevimeterss It is now believed to have

o swerved westward to rest and regroup im a traditionsl

sanctuary in Cambodia, Some sources belleve it is moving southwards
Yo towards the Seigon avea on the Cambedien side of the borders
A fourth divieiom, the lst North Vietnamese Army Division,, hos
elso exited South Vietnam and moved mmwhiwmnmdmer across the border into
a Cembodian ssnctuary, This division formerly moved in me=wes o west-east
axis 4fp elong tho Pleiku/ Kontum-Binh Dinh axis in the northern two-thirds

of South Victnom,,
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In the outer peripheries of the S@B}h Saigon area, the Communist
order of battle is more confuseds In the past three Communist divisions
have operated in a wide radius from Saigon-~the 5thy, Tth and 9th Diviagions.
These are called Viet Cong Divisions and were exclusively Southorn
in character several years ago. But with the high casualties suffered
by these "homogrowm" recruits, as distinct from the Norih Victnamese,,
more end nore Northermers have been brought in as replacemenis, not
only for rarl-sné=-{ile troopsy bui also for & unit commanders and
political officerse These "mixed" divisions around Saigon "have now
diseppesred on the Allies," as one informed source explained.

Some believe elements of these three divisions have moved across
the border into another Cambodian sanctuary, or they may have fragmented
into smeller units to hide out in isolated areas of the South..

(Haxg&: _I consider this en update of my deescalation article of
July 16, ~SPW> with move specific details in ite I think thds is 66

most important development in Vietnam at this timep-Cveryuil]

RS O so it WL may be worth the spaces Also, there was &

a_tn accidential fire in the JUSPAD office we vhere we get out mails 4if you've
sent me any importent messages via mail during the past week, I probably

won'4 receive thems Regards Bev).

==end reuter
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