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Buddhist lesders are planning to propose aye neubralist
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political seltlement for the key norfthern provinces where the

High~placed sources close to the Buddhist hierarchy
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said under this proposed plan--called the "Three Vietnams" plan-—
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the five northernmost provinces would become aye pilot case

Lo

and transitional buffer zone of aye neubtralist settlement

involving the Communists, %he Anericans, the French and the

South Viebtnanmesce Thesge fi s

; Cul 2 Ve provinces during th o
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open :,”Eigz:l;e‘of ‘:f:ebel;llon against boih “ e = Pg st erigis mere in
Historically, Vietnam was cu%ggﬁﬁ%d%%Ek%&ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁgﬁﬁﬂfﬁh

called Tonkin, the Central provinces called Annam and the rich
' =
Southern region of the Mekong Delta called Cochinchin®,

2

imerican sources, speaking both privately and offiecially,
gaid the militant Buddhist plem had notrptnot been presented :
to them and they were would be unwilling to comment on it unbil
"tshe shape of bhe proposal is announced.”

"Tf the Americans like the plen, all they have to do is

o anote Dean Rusk." one Wesbtern diplomat said. "Rusk says

a ﬁegtralistfgettlemenﬁ is alright. t's clear that Washingbon
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have Toree their original rationale of stemming the tide of

Communism in South Last AsiaJ"
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The reaction of the Communists and the French is still
unknowm, However, @iplematz sources predicted the

»

Communists would reject suck aye plan--they are shooting for
neutroelity of The sazir@ country. Possibly, +the Freach
would .) wport 1t.

I* the fubure proposed succeeds, it would becone only

aye btransitional pilot case to be applied to other provinces
throughout the southern republic--as wall as wards
shrengthehing diplonatic end econonmic ties with v“”bofl

Laogs—-and perheps Thailand,

The political cement for tightening relations with
newbralist Cambodia and TLass would possibly involve the
former royal family to

»eturn Lo

as well oo promoting The

serve as
Buddhist religion on the regional level. Both Cambodia

and Laos rebein monarchies and Duddhism is vhe dominant
religion.

These wellwimfsrmeﬁ Buddhist so T’%b“gaia u&mg Yhe Devy
forty eigbt thousand A nerican Marines based Trere would
notrptnot be asked Lo withd lray in the shori-range fubture,
but they would be used to nainbain aye balance of forces

witk the North Vietnanese units and local Vielt Cong

guerrillas in the ared.
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Houever, iU uwas considered likely that the American
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Plarines woulld o0e ;e ;9
painbain aye stavic defensive posbure within designate
enclaves instead of an of fensive cbaance Lo “search and
st for

e:verl?‘viewe& this change of tactics as hoth "conbainment
and isolation” of Americal military power within the southe

crov® Communist forees oulside of the enclaves, Military
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The @ five ncrthern prov:nms, m fﬁe m moqt economically
sﬁ“%-m/
depleted/ in the country, ferm the Victnamsse smmy first military
corpsy which is alrcady, fox p.c.?ct;icg,&” purposes, under the
.

mombmein actual entrol of the M/Ludauwt politico-priests
who are now attempling o restore oxder ithere following five weeks
of anti-govermment demonsirations end sirikes. Thecge five
northern provinces sireteh from the seventesnth parallel--bordering
Sommunist Horth Vietneme—to the fifteenth parallel on the south,

If the #x Buddhisis’ experimental plam é’ge succeeds
in esteblishing aye state of neutrality in the five northerm
provinces, the plan would be instituted southwards, at least
{0 the thirteemth parallel, wnich is roughly healf the

F&rth lenglhy of the anti~Communist southerz;}v republics

m, these neutralist ;pro*vincau

e,

M"“‘N(

MR GTn serve as aye buffer zone between EHENEE

the Communist %ﬂeﬂh and the anti-Communist south, hence

gevering the country into thirdse Gha American First Alr Cevelryy Divisi
comna one hundred fi:vet pirbom\e brigade end moren division of Koreaw
troope are based YRS @ between the % fifteenth and

thirteenth parszllel,
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The militant Buddhist leadership is scheduled to = unveil
@ and slowly move towards this plam of actiom following the
national elections forr sye constitutional assembly, which ave
& slated to be held im three to five months, s sometime between
July and Septembers These Buddhist sources said that the
Tttty militant Buddhist leadership would move towards this

MEREEPm irrespective of

pro~-Buddhist laymen

% held the majority of # votes in the # constitutionsl-drafting

5 agaemblye
"The militent Buddhist leaders are determ‘;l‘{%?g; :;E?, go ahead
with their plan to neutralize the northemm proﬁnceg:—jd have given
this priority over FYEFEPERNENEP™TY the upconming national elections,"
ome informed Buddhist source @ explained.
(More~~ililler~—FD)
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These Bucz_éhist gsources disclosed this outline of the
pilot case proposals

1. On the military sidey, the militent Buddhist leaders
vould attenpt tu errsnge eye ceasefire between the Copmunists

P o No R T%5¢ /' o ?é&),},‘ LA

«ide and the South Vietnumere= allied forces on the oTHTCE "side

i

cne
During this time period, the Americem Marines %muld serve as aye
counter-balance to the Communiet :E’oreea; : The Buddhists leaders

want the North Vieinomese units to withdraw-—either back to North

Ticinem or Laos ox further southe The locel Communist guerrillas

should lay down their arms and returm to @ non=viclent
¢ivilion life im their villagese

Then im return, the South Vietnemese ammed forces ‘in f;jzaga
provinces—now loyal to the anti-Communist Saigon MW;EQ
oslced fHE-uS®y to ¥ ley down their arms end Teturn o civilian

life or else move their units further south vh gre the anti—-Communi st

: T—
wax would still be fouehta Also, o the American Marines

would be withdrawn im aye M slow-motion

phase—out m@/‘ahe Horth Vietnemese units had &e@ departeds Horftno

milite v.lgﬁié%%lé%y g2 L ﬂll bli% mﬁf‘ggei &y &@&Bllgnv’ o 217° Pyifor

might teke three years,"™ one Wesieprn diplomat shuttereds "But,; this
might give the, Americans an half-way honorable mx militery exit from

Viectnang vhich is what they a,]igez“r to wante® )
ore—filler——3D
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(Recently captursd Communist documents indicate they a the
Communists are already attempting to establish aye vague sort of
neutrelity with the ¥t South Vietnemese armed forces, according to

diplomatic sourcese These documents revezled orders fron Communist

-
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~~gerrent turbulent pelitical erisis, and %o at ck
T g RAE
only when they are cerilain of iufliciing heavym’ﬁ‘%‘ Loudltleﬁo)

,.ummnai:cs notrpinot to attack South Vietnamese mﬁ.ts ,4 Curing the

2 On. the 3071'310,2.1 side, aye neutralist local government,
- “_["ru ,fi_« ,W,,{"w\_,_,/ .
piroting a round the/ Buddhist leadership, would be e‘* bhdﬂﬁ& + AL, —

to uz dainister and govern the area and to attempt %o
Buddhist social revoluticns

A%t the national level within South Vietnem, the Duddhist
lesdership would reportedly attempt to bring back to Vietnam and ‘o
re-install in power formex Buperor Bao Dai, or his SEmxx eldest som
and foimmer crown prince, Bao Longe Beoth are now im Burope. Aye
representative of o ex»empegiox Bae Dali recently ayrived in Saigom
and is knm;;n to0 be consuliing political leaderse The returm of

the royal family here, %0 serve as aye sun symbolic chief of siale,

gained credulence vhen the {ormer Emperor issued aye
call for pesce along the lines @' General Charies De Gaulle previously
had advocaicde

(More-—Miller=-2D)
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At the international level, thgﬁﬁuddhisﬁ leadership would
request Unistatesy; France, Canbodia and Laos, in particular, to
Zéza suppord this plam and %o guarvantee the peace. The return
to political prominence withim South Vietnam of the royal family
would serve as aye limk and common basis for closer diplomatic and
politicel and econcmic fies with Laos and Cambodia, both of whom
aiso have symbolic momarchiess ihis e could ley ke foundotiom
for aye vague federation of Laos, Cembodia and Vietna my all of whom
which were cnce umited umder French colonial zule,

Regarding North Vietnom, the Buddhist leadership would
seck the "nommalization® of relations between the Communist North
Vietnamese and the Vielnamese living in the buffer zone. This would
include free movement beiween the two zones, and comumom postal
arrangenentde

3e On the sconomie sidey the Buddhist leadership wrould

request foreign aid from the Communist Bloe, the's
non-aligned bloey, of vhich the French would be most siamificiz}nt, and
the free world, %ﬂ's particularly Unistates. Trade with m Horth
Vietnam would be re-establisheds

ginc ¢ +this buffer zone ares is é the most economically
depleted regiom of the country-~the militent Buddhist leadership would
seck to profit from the economic competition belweenm the Communistm

bloc, the Westerm dloec and the non-eligned nations.

(More—Hiller——BD)
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Buddhiast sources first Begsn to mentiom in e tems

this 'end-the—war' plam in nineteen sizly four, after student
demonstrations had toppled General Nguyem Khanh from the Presidency)
Bven then there were undercurrents of discussion "ﬂ"out the &

v
peturn of the Vietnsmese EBuperor 3%1 from Burope, :Fﬁ/f;heaé

discussions mounted gz since the begimming of this year.

I+ was AP L Rov notrptnot until now hc*vr"rey,uhst the
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onns,

i dotnils of the plan had orystallized and been

J
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The plew is the ‘évl 1iveltost topie of fis discussiom emoug the

-

highest-renking Vietnomose political and business cireles heres
Diplomatic scurces have long ’bdl""m thet the P militent
Pudghist iesdership could and would serve as aye link batween the

onti-Bommuniste and the Commumnists im the event of future negotiationse

TEEEETEET f*’fw militant Buddbist loaders are knomm to have

-
privetcly ¥ said they a 1so believed thot tidmey they covld end should

e

recospition of the Communist-led
Haotional Liveration Front could then be sidestevpped by

rami wunder the table” agrecment.
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