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SAIGON, 16150, (UPIS)--The dissident Buddhist-inspired

struggle € nnittees in the ﬁ northern provinces have temporarily
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know where this is gaing t0 lead. us-—-and
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turbulence k:z is notrpmot going to stop.] Thm laast month

of nolitzual disoxrder 11}3 +here has set the American Harine-Tictnamese
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government /paciﬁcatfen prc@'am back at least six months.®
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Denang (pops 165,000), Vietnam's second largest city
gituated fmmxx three hundred fifty miles northve Saigon, is the

heaaomrters _}gf the Vietnamese first corps and of thexhmmybizmmmm
o v’” 7' /'"

cusand “strong American Marine contingent, The city,

which Prime Minister Nguyen B% Cao Ky said was in "Communist hands®

two weeks agoy has been t@ aye rebel hotspot of anti-govermment

strikes,{ shop loakowbs, and demonsirations, @ including
E ,;’V LAS !‘L /L'

some v , government eivil servants, é police and troops
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The new wave of political intimidation--called "the terror of

the saffron robes (of the Buddhist monks)"--is,copsidered as

rm— L

destructive as—-and aye comterpert tom=the politicel assassinations

and terrorism of the Viet Cong grerrillass
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Vietnamese goverument sources in Saigon believe the new
@} wave of political intmidat:.on by the Struggle Qcamm:l‘t:teem
is Oozmnunie‘tn;nfluenced, if not Gommunist-ingpired} gven though

NumBERS I
e hon-Gommunists have joined the demonstrations, government

sources believe they are "tools" of the Communist elements,

Diplomatic sources believe the @wm nucleé@s of
L S
the # struggle Committees @ ssme corresponds to the same

group that lead the National Salvation Committees in August-September

camedmn Cathelic and Buddhist

of nineteen sixty four, vhen =M
student mohs +Gossed the urban centers into ansrechy with violent

street fishting. At thet time, the Natiomal Sglvation Commitiees
G | ‘l 2 : ) 5
in the northern provinces =m burned the houses ;of Catholic

merchants in % the cosstal eity of Qui I‘hﬁn and hanged aye
z }’ 6 e

Victnemese snii=Communict with barbed wire aye tr@ 11;_%218

Americen sources at that time c‘“'aﬂea the

Wationnl Salvetion Committees %Co’nmunic-t-insplred, but thus fax

genter of Danang city.

apurces hove notrpinot c% condemned the current

b e S
wave of terrorism end 1% intimidations
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officia 1 of aye
the wave of terror

One Vietnamese government
g

branch benk in Denang explained

d
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w@itizens repres senting themselves as Struggle Committee
members came to our bank and asked for donations«g;ﬁu.ﬂniﬁ?
gggiiﬁm for their anti-Saigon campaignse At first, we did notrptaot
give them anythings, Then the next dey the Damang radio (in the
hends of the S4ruggle Commitlee) staried denouncing us--and we had
nortonot cheice but to go alongs

"he next thing they wanted wa}the government bank employees

o,

to join the demomstrations--not only the'lcwaechelmzﬁiﬁgﬁe pecpley

way to the top including the bank moena gere They had

X

but all the

¢

norntnot choice but to go along with theme They went around to other
big businesses, like Shell, and virtually forced their emp rloyees

<
to march on the streets.,® All the government police, includi thefr chie
" arnd some of the troops joined too—-so who is going to protect meh?™

1411 the anti-Communistx government officials up there are scared

*

and sick," he told his friende "I can tell you this is aye

Communi=t 4tactice I saw  the Communist teke over in North Vietnam

(in 1954)=—and this is exaotly the some things I suppose onme morning

Ard 54 4=

I'11 walk domm the streets of Danang and sece the red &f the

Communists) up over the mwhibwmmim govermment bank. Who's going
to protect me then
(Moro—-Miller=—ED)
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This new wave of intimidaticn-terror is comsidered to be
eroding the last vestiges of anti-Commumist, pro-Saigon strength
from within the govermment administration, civil sexx services and
army in the northern provinces, thus creating aye significant
power vacvum in the rear base areas we where the American Marineg

are Tighin fightinge

The Vietnamese corps commander of the five-province regifn,
~here American Merines a»e based im three enclaves, 1is considered

taolated” and without authority to cive orders to0 stop the troubles,

ot Licut. Gen, Tom That Dinh, newly appointed to replace

Lieut, Gen, Nouyen Chenh Thi ﬂn@ hic- Agﬁr SUCCe3SOTy

is conmbdmeedm  "now aye nervous wreck arnd is SR trencuilizers,™ ome

informed source cz:z?.?.ined.-b o
,‘.,

"The officers vméer\ﬁxﬁre loyal to General Thi and they
_*I;:a )"ﬁ 3’"! g
refuse %o a.cce;jtm/orders," the source saide

The crucizl province of Queng Nam, surrounding the city of

% Danangy has suffered worst #% in the ares during the political
U EN

% Chi, the province chief, was
g™ e “wi“

sident committeeds

disturd ﬂn

(More--Miller~~3D)
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"Dre Chi was ﬁf held for four davs and propagandized, ™
one American source explained, "He was notrpitnot allowed to wash or
change his clothes, The Struggle Committee people threatened to take
him to Hue (the old imperial eepital and E conter of the dissident

movement) and if they had he'd have been killed., By the time

Y\ F'?/ntﬁz?\ O, @ ';aw AL

' saw him, he was aye nervous wreck and

seared to death.,"
Ealmrmitmymeninemecchenefignsit e s encimrhe
The brother of the GQuang Ngai province chi ety \south of Da.na,ng)

selzed and tortured by having his legs

beaten, one informed source explaimed, The brother was aye
prominent member of the ultra~nationalist party called Viet Nam

Quoc Dan Dang, which has been im conflict with the Buddhist priests

in them/,ncrthe:m provinces..
S al :

The province chief of Quang Tin reportedly submitted his

resignation, according to Amorican sourcess Te First @@ (American)

liarine Division headquarters is situated i in Quang Tin province,
’ of the five provimces im the first corps, the leadership
Has

-

of three i!m'e/ either been terrorized or neutralized," aye Western

source explained,
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Below the provinecial level, Quang Nam is divided into nine
districts. $ix battalions of American Merine PEETWIISEs have fanned
out into an are around the city of Danang in@ two of these

——sgtratocie "

districts to provide security for thd Danang airbase and the
@ surrounding villagess
The district chiefl of Hieu Duc district~-in the American Marine
areca of responsibility——was seized by aye dissident Vietramese
Ranger battaliom at eleven pppmmm om Aprili temth, +teken from his

district until eight ayem the next @ day and was given aye lecture,

the @t gist of which was,

Minister Nguyen gio Ky Dlg going to be toppled,

”*‘ZJ*L«'

B, horse a.nd

regime," an informed source explained. "That poor little Captain

T better switeh sides against Ky and the Saigon

Huyen (the district chief) was very, very scared, He requested
protection from the American Marines, the Marines granted it--but

then in several days the incident blew over and he didn't want the

protection of the Marines.®

(More—ililler=——FD)
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In the% three hundred squere mile area proiccted
by the American Marines outside of Danang, some of %?.

pre=sSaigo vil age ’?lgbegs fled
arby distriot chicf being seizeds

40 hiding vhen they

heard about the
"While the pro~Buddhist committees are seizing them
pro=-Saigon @ officiels from vithin the government ranks, the ‘
‘@Wﬁ Commumist Viet Cong % guerrillas have stepped up
their terrorism right outside of Danang," aun American source
: explained,s "In omne ﬁig&zt, in one village eight people were killed
& by Viet Cong assassimation squadss The;»sa ;;;éople were beccning
s jmneimt.lv 40 the Seigon regime so they wore killeds The next
doy, rone of the people in the friendly villages across the river
would cven speak to the Marines.
"We know the Viet Cong guerrillask ere re-infilirating the

villoges secured by the Americon Mavines," _the source contin de

lCJ i && o WQ "Theyypre rpling pRofisfrgns the politieal ZA turmoil=—and some
1

-~ Yc‘ftm Vie

- 4in the ¢ivil disturbancese The whole wer in first corps is

A
e troops withdrawm from that area %o take part

ot ave standstill~-welve lost at least six months tinme."

(Endit=-ifiller——5D)
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