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SATGON, VISTHAM,

on & stuffy, hot day in 1964, Nguyen Xuan Lien sewed
orayons of red, yellow and blue into the cuffs of his trousers, He
tucked a three~inoh dagger and silent-firing pristel, made in Communist
China, wunder his belt and = his simple cotton shirt, Then, pretending
to be a comstruction worker, he smesked onto the strategic, ultra=
neoret Bien Hoa airbase, 18 miles morthwegt of saigon, where silvery,
U=2 apy sirvoraft touched down and refueld between missions forik the
imericon Central Intelligence Agencys L ;

Lion=—a 25~year-old North Vietnsmese intelligence a,w
agent--stayed for three months on the base, messuring off and counting
the length of the rumway, the number of Vietnamese soldiors, kinda
of weapons, petroleum dumpe and defense dbunkers, He slept on the
base, under the nose of Amorican-edvised Vieinomese guards, persuaded

other construction workers to buy food for him and pick uwp his weekly

payeheeck, Rach night, he turned on his Dick Tracy-type, mini-radio,
hidden in his wrist watohy &nd gave a progress report to his North

Vietnomese superiorss

(More)
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When he left the airbase; he drew to a scale larger then the
top of a cordtable a detailed map of the installation, veeks later,
Viet Cong guerrillas, using the map, mortored with surprising acourscy
the airbase; touching off the prelude to the American esoalation
of the Vietnom war, The mext yoor, Lien-~his nome means Spring Lotuse

a2 snocked three more times onto the airbase, oven though o
?mm American airborne brigade protected it, and several times
he roamed around Saigon's gient Tan Son Nhut airbase to make more
maps for the Communistso,

s Sotag, Them hae Jatd o Ms pietely ented Mo fRr—
Bond adventures, forsckem the Communist cause--and is now a laweabiding
oitigen living in a peaseful villsge siturted midway between the two
major airportes he had so carefully sketched for the Communistse

"after 11 yeora as a soldier, including four years as a
Communict Party member, I decided I was tired of fighting," he
explained simply. Thus, ended his intelligence and recomnaissense
work, for whioh he hes studied five years in Communiot China, 4
former seoond lieutensnt in tho North Vietnsmese Army, he was the
youngest and lowest-ranking of eight sons--2ll military officorge
of o North Victnamese oarpenter in Nghe An provimce, :&ho birthploce
of North Viotnamese President Ho Chi Minh situated éy above
the 17th parallel separating the two Vietnams,

(sore)
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tden is one of the 66,000 ex~Communists who volumtarily awi tched
gides to join one of the most promising programs implemented by the
American=supported Vietnsmese govermment im Saigom. The program is
appropriately called "Open Amms"~wor "Chicu Hol" im Vietnamese, Its aim
i to "weloome baok home and forgive past sims" of the "misgulded”
Vietnomese who once fought =ith or supported the North Vietnamose
Gommunists o the Southern-born omesy commonly called the Viet Congs The
progren promises the Commumists an amnesty, full oitizenship rights and
resettlement im South Vietnsmese scoiotyy im return for voluntarily
dving up their war against the Vietnamese govarnments
gince the program was imitiated fowr yours agoy 664000 Commmists
_voluntarily came over to the Vietmwmese gevermmont side==the cquivalent
of six Tiet Cong divisions, 1In 1966 alome, 20,000--or Toughly two
divigions-~defeoted from the Communist rankss In 1967, the figures are
expectod to double to mare than 404000 Open Ayms officdals view the
progrem as 8 1 short-out to viotorys First, it ecps the pelitical and
militery stremgth of the Communists; an estimated 3000 Allied soldiers
would have beon killed sttempting to elimimate the 20,000 returnees
in 1966 on the battlefiold with purely military means, Sesond, the
 golamine of pimpoint intelligence information from the M“s
uaswmwmnunuwunam:ummmm

more offeotively,
(sors)
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Nost of the Viet Comg dropout to the govermment side beceuse
of the rugred hordehips S on the Viet Cong side~rother them any
over-riding political attraction of any of the "migon governmontes
Colonsl Phem Anh, who runs the Openk Arme program throughout Vietm
Vietnamy oxploined this negotive resction this ways "The high rate
of Viet Cong defootors han been attained preciccly beceuse of wnrelenting
militery febs prossure, which has inorensingly comvinced the Viet Cong
and Horih Vietnomese forves thet they ave losing the wer, If the
Viet Cong thought they were wimning, the mumber of roturneces would
hove becn much fewer,® |

vhile statistically the mumber of defectors io impressive, ‘one
once the defeotors fling themselves into the “"open arme™ of the Vietnamose
govermment, they often become dicillusiomeds It is mot that the
Vietnamese government has failed to fulfill its basio promises of
resettlomont and aldw-it's that the govermment has only succceded
half~way in moot of their projects attempting to holp the defootorse
MamMm'MM“NMQMﬂQW
umuuummtmwmnwunaem
aPosse Leot yeer, thirty North Vietmamese defectors were so

ddsgruntled they ciijiién boldly esosped from the Natiomal éhio v

Open Arms Conter in the hesrt of maigons Some defeotors complain -

cperate the Open Amms centers effestivelys
(moxe)

o T



Deepe
open irmg~-puge 5 (rewrite)

One serious shertooming of the program—-like most government
programe—is the lack of talemted, dedicated government edNTFIFURETOT
admind strators to make b p, the progrem funotion welle The corruption
and inefficiency of m Open irms officials of the Vietnmmese government
is epehly oritioized by some American advisors, Some Vietnamese
officials neither like mor trust the Open Arme Teturneos snd are
apathetio, if not antagomistic, towards the program. Some Vietnsmese
officials claim--and a few Americen advisors ore begimning to foape-
that the Viet Cong may de slipping "double agents" into the Open
Arms programs one of the most imeffective senior Vietnamese
officials runs the program in the five northern p§ provinces where
smeriosn Marines have suffered such heavy casualtiess But, Americen
and Vietnomese officials have failed in their numerous attemptis to
hove the inept officiel removed——for he is the relative of the Vietromese
genmeral conmanding the corpsy

In otm‘uuna, govermment officiels wére, ascording to ’
official reports, oconspiring with building contractoms to cheat
on the funds for the construction of om}a Arms centers and villageaj

one favorite trick 4is to dilute the U, w

with too much sand, vhich allows the remainder to be sold as profit

for the officials and contractorss
(More)
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Once o Communist such as Liem defects to an Allied umit or outpost,
he is tsoken, usually by helicopter, %o the nearest Open Arms Centery one
of which hes been oconstructed in each of Vietnam's 44 provimees. Therey
he and his femily life wa 45 dayas they are y.vm at goverrment
expensed food, clothing,' rewards for weapons brought in. Some defectors
complain government officials are not paying them fully their promised
funds; in & few cases, the provincial govermment official would get a
k% momrm the local tailor contracted to sew clothing for the
defootors. The returnce is soreened, interrogated and classified
into military or political categoriesd and is then givem political
indootrination cﬁs courses "so naive they must have been written
by a ¥, I, Ts professor," one American advisor complaineds After 45
days, the defector, or returnee as the Vietnamese government colls
him, is free to return to his home village, if it is relatively seoure
from Communict domimatiom, or to find :’oya in the oities, Most prefer
to return to their village, Roughly 20 per cont serve the Vietnamese
government in either military umits or in peramili tery duties, such as
psychelogical warfare, intelligence or police works lozt chose to cerve
the goverrment relustantly and only os a means of @ livelihoodj they
are given only & one year exemption from the Vietnomese armed forcess
As one of ;thm explaineds "I quit the Viet Cong because I was tired

of war and wanted to lay down my weapon. But, now I must continue %o
fight on this side."

(More)
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Returnces sush as lLien who have no relatives itvmc in south
Vietnam, or whose home villages lie in the Communist zone, are given
the opportunity to live in one of eighteen hamlets especially built
for thems A total of 50 of these hemlots, housing 5000 familiesy
mtobaauphmwmmwm;mummeofmﬁ
program theot is receiving inorcasing attention by Vietnemese govermment
officials and American political cdvisorse

Yoty the govermment is faoced with a severe dilemna ab:%
for the & Open Arms returnees, Most of the Open Arms s lack more
thoan & gorden plot-sise of land for each family--and even that is generally
sandy soil vhich whll produce little, In Quang Tri prevince, TP ERENEYE;"
where Americen Marines are fighting, the hamlet women pointed to her
white sandy soil and saids "Thie soil is so bad even our sweet potatoews
wouldn't grow potatoes and so mku?{; eat the swoet potatom leaves.) A
fow of the VITISEws villagers have pige—but only if they heve enough
ocapital to buy food to raise themy, which I don*t."” Most govermment lands
whioch could be offered to the Opemn Arms returnees are in Y&eﬂ Cong-controlled
arensy the little land that cen be found for the hmloiu‘o/m
prodmtive enough or big cnough to megnetize futwre Open Arms returnces.

The imaginative idea of using Americen emgimeering units to develop new
lands and chw has thus far deen ignored by American commanderss

"If we had encugh land to offer Wiet Cong, they would come in by the
hordes,” ome frustrated Americen advisor explained.

(Moxe)
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‘Some of the Vietnamese govermment's admindstrative and economic
bottlenecks and ﬁ&m e%at in the Natiomal Open Arms hamlet named
mam(m«u s vhere Lien lives, The hamlet houses
82 returnces, 17 vives of returnces, 44 childrem, three mothers-in-law,
23 MrioMW?l pels and countless duoks and hamsterss  The
hamlet lozily sprewls amid suger cene fields and mangoustin groves to
the resr of a brend-mew, but still whu un-opened agrioultural teohmical
school.

The hemlet is precisely patterned as though a giant cookie~cutter
pather then surveyor's tools fashioned the designe Baoh of the 28 duplex .
houses has been ourefully eonstructed on a plot the alze of a tennis court.
A cement floor--~the current stotus symbol in rural Vietnem—-has been laid
for each, Villagers then erected o lattievork of bamboo fremes whidh are
packed with mud, send, cement and straw for the walls, Each building is
topped vith 36 shects of corrugated tims All supplies~~tin roofing, coment,
neils, bolts and lumber—-are donated by the Vietnamese government from
Amerdcen stookpiles of goods used for the economic development of Vietnam.
The villagers z$in aro given certificates thet they own their own homes—
whioh they oaloulated to be worth Toughly Us$230 esch. :

(uore)
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Yet, the ex~Communist m beginning to grumble. In the hamlet, the
government hasg promised to distribute 200 aqm meters of land per
returnee for vegetable growing. The returnecs a:;mylm that the governmen
has yet to do mso--but even if it does, the soil contains so mmhém nat
auch could be produceds ‘ ' :

.'q-he .Mptﬂuiz;;a proni sed ﬂwt 50 of the reima would be
formed into specid) designed to propegandiize neorly villagers about the
Open Arms s}ro@"cni but for four mthu‘ no payshecks have been received.
"Thia ia a very hard lifey we lack alot of wtmﬂ things end we need our
paychoecks,” one returnes emplained, :

In 1966, the government pai& each returnee 56 piastres {é’outa)-

e day for building the hanlet houses, but this yosr tho funds have Ween
cut off, Currently, each returne: reoeives roughly 1l cents a day for

& food alimnéu; this =58 ma.aasqw%% lagt year, but rising food costs
menns thet the sum ie nmv barely enough on which to subsist, For the
hemlet's pig coeperative, the government donsted forty American-hybrid
Yorkshires (17 of them «ﬁieai,« plus Americen-imported corn to feed them,
but only & feow retwﬁs have Mn given pigs to bring in individual
-immas. '

tnoce month an Awiam; military medioal tean stops in the ﬁllagc
to assist the sick and an Amerioan dental team ma#mlly visits to pull
aching teoths But, there is mo drinkeble water near the village., The
cansls and ditohes are filled with bitter alum waterj the river with selt
waterj recuests to m government for a daily tank-load of purified water
have gone unheeded. Toilet facilities, as in most villages, consist

.
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ofrwalking out fer enough in the field so the hamiet dossn't smell bad®,
a8 one returnee explained.

Meny villagers complain they and their children are legal onon—personss
The school-nge ohildrem were born in the Communist sone and hence only
a few have birth certificetes, without which they are unable to enroll
in a nem:' Roman Catholic parochial school or any governmeni~run schools
¥hile Open Arms offiofals bless the inoreesing numberb of merriages in
the hamlet, there are no marriage certificates from the proper government
burenus Andyfas one a; newly-married returnce explained, "If I don't
heve the proper marriege papers, my future kids won't have the papems
certifying they've even been borm--and then they won't be able to go to
school or ev&l get a job."

Pecause the hemlet lies within the defense perimeter of Tan Son Bhut
airbese, 1t is relatively-——but only relatively--secure. One Open Arms
’retmee somplaineds "The Viet Cong can attack our hemlet anytime. It's
a miracle they haven't dome it yet. We have only six rifles here, And
we have only one magszine (twenty rounds) of smmunition for each rifle.
That's not enough to defend ourselves~-it's 3@% enough to delude us into

feeling safes"

(uore)
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Oue especially bitter reiurnce was 26~year—old, Hanoi-born
Do Quoc Hung-~which mesns "The ‘:Etional Heros" A formox accountant
in an Honei textile plant, he serves as oifice d@ clerk on the
hemlet council for e monthly salary of 2000 piasires (Us§18), sent
from Worth Vietnam in July, 1965, Hung, tie son of a sieelworker, @
served in 2 specinl heavy weapons battalion opereting im the mountains
nerth of Snigom, where he regularly fired anti-aircralt at Amecrican
planes and 3&.«mse—mnie +82 an, nortars at goverment 1nstallzﬁ,tioné.

"p North Vietnamese villags would be ten times belter than this
village,® he seid bitterly, referring to the Golden Bagle hemlets
“In the North, if you want to go to 2 movie or a scocer game, it is
fres. W have no entertaiment in this hamlet in the South, In the
ﬁrth, % if the children get sick, there's a medie in the villoge o take
oare of them free. The schooling is free-—cven the children's
notebocks, Here, the ohildren in this hamlet cant$' go o sohool—
you can see this hamlet here lacks @ everything,"

Hung is one of the sixty North Vietnomese returnees living in the
hamlet. Slowly, these bachelors are choosing a normal life with roots
in South Vietnam--four recently married and more a weddings in the
hemlet are scheduled, Hung married a Southern-born returnee who once
gerved as a Viet @7 Cong §ioduct1m worker, grovwing rice and vegetables.
Ananther Yortherner married the widow of a govermment soldier who had been
killed by the Communists, In many cases, the Vietnomesc government
donatos 10,000 piestres (US$84) as a wedding gift for the couple to

buy household items.
(More)
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The ox~fommunists=-like ctwt'gg_tmsa citizens in mm'@a
areag--hove the right to vote village and national electionss
In the Open ‘rms hemlets, the six-man hamlet council are all former
Communistas In the Oolden Ecgle hamlet, the chief is a wigen-faced,
40-yorr~0ld former Viet Cong Pt doputy battalion comnnder nemed
‘Ho Cong Thonh~~his name means "Public “uccess.”™ A Communist Party
member since 1951, Thanh defected im lote 1965 beceuse "I was so
tired of the war, I started fighting in 1948 (against the French
coloninlists)s I had been fighting for a 10::3,@ long time.” Borm in
South Vietnam, he lives with his wife and four children in the hamlet
where he receives e monthly salary of 2500 piastres (Us§2l).

Ono frustrated American official, expleining the plight
of the Open Arms program, ssid: "It's groeat we're getting so meny
roturnces--it moans the Communists are in troubles But we have so meny
problems taking care of themy 4t's & miracle they don*t go back to te
the Communista."
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