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gAIGON-=Rarely in moﬁg history has American prestiges power
and foreign policy rested so much on an elsction abroad as when
Victnemese voters trundle off to cast their ballots for President el
and Sencte on Jeptember e |

And rarely Ahas American foreign policy——or the visible absence
of a foreign policy-—-spun so many webs of uncertainty in an election
oversease '

The Vietnamese elections for President and the 60-man Sencte
a,reﬂ‘ reg&;‘de& here as & major pivet point of the Vietnam war=-—
preceeded in signifiea.nce; drama, and possibly controversy, only
by the mericen bombing of North Vietnam and the Americen commitmes
of ground forces to the souths

within Vietnamese political oiiclea, the heart of the
Viotnamese election rests on the major Amezican policy decision of
whether to continue the war oxr to negotiate the peace with the
Communistss That decisiony, still unknovm here, adds 1o the
uncertainty in the Vietnemese political @ arena.
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ﬁ fsw sophi sticates, b@@m believing more American military

WMS parallel with-—and is not comtradictory to--necgotiations,

argue thot the Ameriean policy might be Wb bot )pr_oaecute R
war with mere vigory; assuming tha,t at this very moment the Allies
are in too week a position to negotiate, while bagnﬁing the
beginning of behind~the-scenes discussions with the Commundstss
If the American "war-peace" decigion remains a mystery here, the
Vietnamese elections will be unraveled in their own way; which will

box in the alternatives of American policymakers,

"The Americans lose 200 CI's a week and $2 billion a2 month
here--they must have a policy," one well-placed Vietnamese
anti-Communict explained.

"President Johnson must have a policy in his mind--but so far
we don's know what that policy iss If the Americans want fto try for
victory, they must back the Vietnamese military tickets If they
want to try for pesce, they must back a civilian--and a very
flexible civilian--probably old Phan Khac Suus The man of the
moment must be flexibles But so far, we don't know what President
Johnson wants—the Americans here are tight-lipped.”

(More):
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From the begimning, the Vietnamese elections have been viewed
as a possible vehicle for a political breaskthrough leading to
negotiations with the Communists., For the elections at least open
up the choice for 2 Vietnamese civilian government which might solve
the stickiest problem of nﬁ negotistions=—the role of the Southern-based
National x% Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam (NFL). Clearly,
America would 2dmit a political defeat to recognize or talk directly
with the Nil=-~but a flexible governmment in Seigon could open up discussions

with thems

The Vietnomese military ticket is considered here as a "war party"
tickets Presidential candidate General ﬂguyen Ven Thieu and his
running mote, Prime Minister Nguyen Cao Ky, thué far have stated
they would be willing to talk with any Communizts almost anywhere—-—
except the WFLy which at any rate would probably be wawilling to
talk with them anyhows

(More)
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The corollary thet any of the ten eivilian Presidential -semdts 7
SEERCE o I s gﬁl
candidates are peace party is, however, not necessarily 3 /&

it may be. But, the civilian candidates are also an agonizing gamble,
What if a civilian is elected on a pro-peace platform—-and the NI'L
still refuses to nagotiate? Communist subversion into the weaker
civilian govermnment could lead to an Allied defeat. The sccond gambles
what if an anti~§;;;_;§gotiation civilian President is elected—-will
the efficiency %I;;—;;ieh the war is conducted on the Vietnamese side
diminish, thus demanding more and more American troops to salvage

the situation? The answer is probably yes; for the Vietnamese Army,
for all its numerous faults, is the only nation-wide apparatus which
can £ill the political vacuum created by the lack of nationalist '
political parties and a nationalist ideology, on one side, and

continuing Communist subversion on the others

(More)
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¥hile the honest Vietnamese view iz that the officlal Us 3e
*war-poace® #Am position is unknomm, and the honest anti-Compunls
view ig that Americsh should meke this decision known, this is

not necessarily a prevailing views For, the more numerous bush-league

m\’f_ o & ek

politicians, each confiding 1o the othﬁfs they have inside

information from the CIAy simply = to invent their own Anerican
, 3 } .-
policy., # Throughoui the city, 4imn poliiical T circles, rumors

multipy in geometrio proportions, some saying President Johnson

made 2 peace deel with Kcsygiﬁ;‘ come saying the Mmericong ere
secretly backing a ecivilian c&ndidate; some saying that the

Mpericen officialdom here is splity with Ambassader Bllsworth

Bunker i@é@i clandestinely backing a civilien and American commanding

general Willism C4 Westmoreland supporting the Vietnamesec generalse:

Gkven a nzive observer may suspecty; iif not presumes that it is,

not the CI4y, Dbut the proQFreﬂah an?%ro-%ommunist elements which are
aving o field dayy For the net impact of 211 the rumors is to

disgoredit virtually all the Vieinamese ,residﬁntial candidatos,

chisel divisions among them and to make the American officiaidon

here sppeer as bumbling hillbillics in Ivy League sudtse

(Morc)



TG e

Article 1 of 2-part series

Ky-page ©

The statement of Ambassador Bunker herey that America
supports "no single candidatey; and we oppose none," while explaining
the virtues of free elections was openly received here by Vietnzmese
politicians as "a green light" for the nationalists %o fight
it out among themselvess with America officially on the sidelines

during this @ "purely Vietnamese affair,” the Vietnamese
non~Communi sts have accelerated their latent maneuvering and
intrigue to such sn extent one Western diplomat e&i exclaimeds

"These nationalists are killing each other and loving every minute
of its These people can't be real--they're all on a Graham Greene
film that goes onk and om‘.“

While American officials talk about the growth of constitutionaliem,
the fear on the Vietnamese side is that they may get the opposite--chaos
and anarchy, While the Americans talk of the virtues of a

ected goyernment st Vietnamese would prefer any actu=l
‘i#y 'Te'l ﬁ* g[}; qvu’tsf ; j y ik
government[ and a minority think the election won't even be helds

While American sources, in private, predict a pre-cooked
election viectory for Generals Thieu and Ky, Chinese businessmen,
noted for theizxgplitioal acumen and notorious for their gambling,
are refusihg to take any bets on who will vin the race at alls

(More )
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. politically—oriented ~

Thus, it appears here that the/ Vietnemese and Americans
are loocking at the upcoming election in totally different = terms,
seeing two distinct events in the offing; which is a rather common
phenomena hers, generally explained 1n'ﬁqiiiiii journalese as "the
Americans being out of touch with Oriemtal realities," or in
diplomat~ese, as "looking at a Vietnam problem on different levels."

The uncertainties in Vietnamese political circles about the election
is matched only by their tenscious skepticism of them, This skepticism
is based on the Vietnamese premise that the election is more advantageous
to Americon interests than to Vietnemese interests, = and secondly, that
the United 3tates uses the highly whimsical tactic of interfering
jn the election when it chooses but mekes "neutrality" w¥=teR
statements when it doesn't, is

Part of this premise is based on the fact establiz; by Vietnamese
politicians and Western diplomats here, although never officially
# confirmed mEx®t nor denied by the American officialdom, that the
prime mover for the elections was President Lyndon Johnson, who
insisted on thema?t the Homolulu Confcrence in February, 1966, when
he met with Gener;is Thieu and Ky. Ky and Thieu both opposed the
idea”of elections when their internal political and military gituations

P ﬁﬁ'
were /6t111l so perilous.

(More)
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But, less than 48 hours after the Vietnamese delegation returned
here from Honolulu, the anti=-government Buddhist leaders knew about
the Presideni's desire for elections. And, through a series of
demonstrstions, bloody riots and a ¢ivil=militaery insurrection, they
pressured the Ky govermment to hold the elections--originally scheduled
for the fall of 1966, but now being held a year behind schedules

Why did President Johnson = insist on Vietnamese elections?

The first, over-riding reason, it appeared, was to establish a
legitimate govermment in Saigohs For, America is currently faced
with the astronomical dilemna that it has 470;000 American 1@%
troops in Vietnam at the invitation of a guam government that 4
no longer exists——the government of Prime Minister Phen Huy Quat

in early 1965--and even when it existed, it was never considera@
legel, and for that metter, rarely considered a governments Thus,
a legitimate govermnment is needed to legalize the American presence
here, ___,js,nd‘whether the Americen policy is to bring in more troops

EE o :
or to m/t%lking with the Communists, or straddling both
courses simultsj;;qéously, America needs a legal Vietnsemese government

to validete the h& moves.

(More)
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A significant fringe benefit from a popularly-elected,
constitutional government here would be a much more palatable i'a
regime to justify to Amerio'g.:é's friends and enemies at home and
abroad the increasing measure of American commitment of ground ‘a
troopse On the pragmatic side internally, American officials have
maintained fair elections would enhance the willingness of the
Vietnamese gas.'g, population to support a2 government they themselves
elected; and to promote this ened, & series of elections for
hamlet and village chiefs, plus the constitution-drafting
agsembly have been held in thé past year, )
f s

If these American objectives are laudable and necessery, vo§
are somewhat 'hyamh hypothetical for Vietnamese who hold bitter
politicel memories of the so~called free elections which put
President Ngo Dinh Diem in £ office for nine years—and which, rather

e

than geining him popular support, only repelled ite a{@;/mkewi Sey

the American premise that the election may usher in a le@tiinate TR
govermment remains to be seen, for vicious controversies mey arise

““
that the election ¥f was rigged, especially since several well-known

candidates have\heen barred from rununing. The American %&t a
stable, popular govermment mey blossom is also debatable at this time,
for political observers here are shocked at the street demonstrations
in ? south Kerea, contesting the fairmess of the election & there.

(More)
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The Vietnsmese congtitution is modeled aifter the South Korean
constitution, and hence it is easy here jko Jump to ccnclusions,
only partially justified at this moment, that charges of a rigged
election and street violence may be one of the Iﬁr likely
by=-products of such a constitution here,

The Vietnamese skepticism was recently reinforced here withfhe :
view sﬁ@‘“b&.lliﬂg in political circles that the Americén officialdom
"dumped" Prime Minister Ky and & helped out-mancuver him from the
Presidential races He accepted to run as Vice~Preosidential candidate -
to Chief of State General Thisue The move was interpreted as
especially significant here for Ky had remained in power for two
years with the expre.ss backing of«=not the American Ambassador or
Secretary of }}gfense Robert MelNemaray hos had his predecessorg-—-—
but the backing of President Johnsony, who beccame personally
identified with the pilot-premier at three rapid—*fire; high~level
conferences in Homoluluy, Manila and Guam, ‘

Buty by the middle of this yesr, Washington began to re-think

its position on Ky, and commissioned an American political seientist
from & New York Mﬁ. university to evaluate whether the United States

should continue its support of Kys The professor was of some importance, for

he hod sdvised the Koreans in the drafting of their constitution and had

su‘bsequeﬁﬂy assisted the Vietnsmese in drafting their Korean=styled

2 det w + tha
constitutions The pre&%& ng recommendsiions wWere tht that

41t would:Yeia Aisaober Tor' Ky % r for President and a double ?
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By early June, +the Americans were faced with the added

problem that General Thieu had announced his candidacy, which,
M view, meant the Vietnamese armed forces would be
racked with dissension when it should be fighting the Communista.

e &1 American officials failed to @c add, however, that
having +two military candidates competing with ezech other would
decrease the possibility of a rigged electiony, for neither general
had exclusive control of the goverrnment &: structures needed for
rigeinge

Then, in %egrly @,  June, the Vietnsmese Ambassador to

(S |
Washington, Mr, ﬁ/ Diem, appeared in Saigon and sprinkled around
the town his eclaims of having seen P:residenf Johnsen in Washington,
He proceeded to the Presidential Palace to attempt to persuade
General Thieu to withdrew from the race, He left Saigon several
days later predicting it was "8,7 "seventy per cent sure" that
Thieu would withdraw, But a quick check of Thieu's supporters showed
the 'ﬁl litt{e generasl had even less intention of withdrawing than
ever. b,

By mid=June~-with time running out--American officials were faced
with two military candidates at" for President and they wented only one,
There were at leamt three standard alternatives for the United Statesy
each about equally ﬁ bads to persuade Thieu at any cost--generally
expressed in dollers—-to withdraw, or to "shovel out" Ky, as one source

B So bt GRS L oued kL R aliE g e e B o ad okl
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the Americens would neither oppose nor support any candidat wh::.s?n
CASh Y

withdrew American esupport from Ky, while at the same time erm

the Americen position *rm'&’ one of praiscworthy non-interference.

This latter slternative wes tae choice when IRBERRIOLY B
Ambassader bunker finelly called (enerals T¥¥he Thieu and Ky Yo his
house ior lunch--ciplomats belicve Bunker waited toe longik for the
shovdom-—and criticized Ky for F@a begimming his campalgn early,
which would undercut the appecrance of a £m free election, and then
atated th.a::t the Victnomese nilitary could have only one candidatow—
a pledge thot Ky and Thicu hed Dt} both made %o Presidont B9
Johnson JB at the Guam Conference, the Preasident's reasoning
reportedly being that a free election did not include a free-~for=all
among the generalss

(Moxe ) :
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Then, on June 28, three days before the final filing for
the Presidential iﬁ race, the 48 V@ Vietnsmese generals who
run the armed forces—-and pretend to run the country--were called
in to arbitrate the ooafron?ationépgbszvvzzen Ky and Thieu., A free-for-all
was one M resultd.. -ﬁr'u:m ’was Ky's withdrawing from
the Presidency and accepting to run as Vice President with Thieus
When the resultz was amnounced, those Americans who thought
America was etill supporting Ky were shocked; one of them sadly
predicting, "this is the beginning of the worst." The Ky supporters
were also stunned--not only because their leader haod been defeatad;
but also because his Presidential campaign funds, totalling sixty
million piastres——or half-million deollars~-were to be handed out six hours
after the crucial decision.

But, the most surprised to all was 3‘5 General 1@

Nguyen C2o Kye, who erroneously thought he still had %e support

from Washington, -

»
-
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