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(Thie is the second of a two-part series on the newly-installed Cabinet of

Prime Minister Tran Van Huong.

SALCON, MAY 27-=The newly-announced Cabinet of Prime Minister Tran Van Nuong,
entrusted with unifying the nowCemmunistm:* political sector——is regarded here
as shifting the internal political power structure away from a duumvirate--perhaps

tovards a triumvirate.imhhs
To unify the sxe govermnment, the three leading power personalities who need

close cooperation are the 65-year-old Frime Minister, President lguyen Van Thieu
and Vice President Nguyen Cao Ky.
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Before the appointment of Huong, the duumvirate of President Thieu and Vice
MR President Ky were the chief policymakers; Prime linister Nguyen Van Loe
had been appointed on the recommendation of Vice President Ky; Loc's Cabinet w
approved by the most powerful generals]q;% the country. -hgeed Loc's chief virtue,
one Western diplomat noted, “wasf MeVEE"WEE a conpromise candidate between Ky
and Thieu--a bridge between ¥ them, and this is not insignificant, But, with the
personal and political rivalries betweenwhy Ky and Thieu and the inertia of the Loe
Cabihet, the net result EEimp=g s virtually left South Vietnam's executive

functions paralyzed.

Bea;.ges the pezrsonal rivalries between Thieu and Ky, Thieu and Ky appear
: also to Sk : on the question of negotiating with the Comrunists; Ky
fearm/ that Thieu is much more willing to compmmise on letting the Communists
into the South's political structure. The Ky group, which includes other
powerful generals, a;%'alao critical of somemifiemin civilians serving in Thieu's

Presidential offices, some of whomg they esme= consider Wpr&ﬂemmunist.

kﬂfxm ‘miau named Huong as prime mmm invited the entire Loc
4

Cabinet to resign, Western diplomats were imymeagd b;r g‘hisuf,a "courage and e
decisiveness," Later in the week, as bickering dver the Cabinet formation in"

contimxed, . another diplmt viewed the President as "an empty container.

put any policy they want to in him."
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With the appointment of Huong, a Southemn achcé%facher, as Prime Finister,
the power structure has shifted—the full direction of the shift % ”? be revealed
&8 in the future. Huong is not a compromise Prime Finister between Ky and Thieu,
In fact, highly informed sources say that he was the first choice of neither.f
‘Eey say Ky's first choice for Prime Minister was General Nguyen Due Thang, a
dynamic Northerner who is strongly anti-corruption and anti-Communist, He is
currently commander of the 16 provinces scuth of Saigon. Thieu's first choice
was reportedly General Tran Thien Khiem, a four-star general, elosg friend of
Thieu's and former ambassadort@‘ to Taiwan, 1f General Khiem vas rog acceptable,
then Thieu wanted a weak political, but competeng administrative prime winister.
But, these sources say, the American officialdom threw its full sk weight
behind Huong, who had long been a favorite of the ~estern diplomatic set, and

Thiew gave in to Huong's appointment.
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Instead of either a ﬁ‘ pro-Ky or a pro—-’l‘hleu Prime Minister in / office, both
Ky and Thieu ﬁb} an independmt one who is sespEbe a national figure

#phis own right.
Thus far, on the surface, all three officials appear to be unified. Both

Thieu and Huong carefully noted that "the constitution must be respected"—a defined

""dfm'*that the President wa® responsible for the policy direction of the government
and the Prime HMinister w@"{simply responsible for executing that policy. In
an interview with the semi-official government news agency, Vietnam Press, Buong
also cwnRERG-@8specifically applied this ;;oce‘dure'bath to foreign policy and

military affairs. Yet, af pivotal question being asked by political sources in Seigon
is how well Thieu and Hmmg will cooperate in the:ar respective roles.
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Also, Muong In"a private session with V: *t 'Ky, persuaded the Vice

P Ss

President to support him. Ky was reportedly impressed with the L i

humility, integrity and patriotism of Huong, Ky privately ! promised and %
publicly announced his support for Hueng, But, below these official positions lies,

>

a great deal of disgruntled feelings, reliable sources report, which could

easily surface to snarl the govermment, Onec’cf the first tests in the Ky-Huong

relationship WAREAMERis expected to arise if Huong attempts to fire or replace

a pro-Ky general, such as General Nguyen @N@oc Loan as chief of National Police,

& move widely rumored in Saigon for days. - One of Huong's announced first missions

is to curbgfcorruption and malpractices among the goverrment's administration; to
AP acconplish this will create r4EA® frictions among highéplaced

officials,
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Other points of signicance about the Fuong Cabinet % are:

First, in the strict Vietnamese definition, the Fuong Cabinet is not
concidered to be pro-meutralist, which has consistently meant pro-French, ¥ost
of the Huong's 18 cabinet members have served in previcus governments which
@B naintained a hard-line anti-Communist position, Put, SPAMEAARG AL L
viggsince the beginning of the Paris peace talks,, vhen American foreign policy
openly moved into peace negotiations, a ne.;;;‘ trend hes begun to unravel in Vietnam,

'.I‘im%arge category of Vietnamese leadership which had once been ¥¥ embodied in
the "pro-imerican, anti-Cmist“ bloc is now fcrced to choose betveen being

prc-Amenca’#@nd anti~Commnist, - - This Iarge cealition is now of intereste is now

T ol G B P aimr o o

fragmenting, Vice Fresident Nguyen Cao Ky probably symbollzéa best the

Vietnamese who have chosen to remain antx—Commistg (against a coalition government)
even if it also means becoming anti~imerican, (In another past crisis of m
nature, a Vietnamese peliticign explained, ™ Please remember it is the m!:ar

are most anti-Communist whe e*&entually become the most anti-imerican. In little ways,

your policy # ,, ends up helping the Communists, rather than the anti-

Ccmunistsk 2> Typifying the officials 488 who have chosen
to be pm»Amgrican, pro-negotiation, rather than remaining é anti-Communist migit be

Dre. Zppp Phen Quang Dang, a Harvard-egued educated ﬂlms‘{:er without Portfolio and
also finister of the Upen Arms procram, or Buu Diem, Vietnamese b 27
a mbassador to Washington who is now actingsh official observer in Paris, The c6IMge

political coloration of the Huong Cabinet is considered to be more pro--American than it

is anti—Comunist' and more @pro-American than pro-French,

V%laftlst elements who were mmmd to be=TIn the uong Cabinet were later dropped,

the most prominent example be:.ng ZyrLawyer Tran Van If?‘l‘uyen and ex-general
Le Van Kim,

+w—more reuter
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Second, in tems of quality, the Huong ‘Cabinet is credited here as being
a vast improvement over the Loe Cabinet, ~although some doubt ihﬁt the Cabinet
has improved proportionate to the increase in mon-military problems since the
Tet offensive. Hugng is easily acclaiméd to have more prestige and stature
than Loc, -lewommmyesmemstisws!: ono-third of the Loe Cabinet has remained
to serve Huong.

In terms of quantity, the Fuong cabinet is regarded as OB e S T an
than the Loe Cabinet. Loc's cabinet had three generals serving in it; Huong's
has two ¢enerals, a colonel, and a military-oriented civilian in charge of the
Prime Hinicter's office.
Regarding a government with a "broad political base," a favorite 4

expression of American officialdom here, Fuong did not appoint political party
1 eaders to his cabinet as was expecteds Instead, he replaced Loc's non-political
administrators with what he haaw termed "patriotic people.” This move has
cost Iuong the support of some political figures; it was the basis of the disagreement
betveen Muong andgje Ha Tmu'Ky, leading a faction of the Dai Viet party, who refused
to join the Huong Cabinet. To a lesser extent, some Ymmx of the religious sect
factions are also dissatisfied because their political efadership is poorly represented. &
in the Cabinet. If the Muong goverrment is to_q acquire a broad political base,
i%vsd from the prestige--and later performance——of Huong and his subordinates,
rather than the backing of the traditionally factionalized political parties.

--more reuter
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Fourth, while the power of the Vietnamese generals has been seriously
temporarily reduced, they still form whatggh amounts to an invisible "super-government,"
which at this time would prohibit a major shift W allowing the formation
of a Communist-dominated government in the South, Th}& ter:-n}an goungil of generals

is extra-legal, much like the formation of the American Cabinet in the early days
of the United States government, It's formation is based on a political agreement
going back to the time when the generals backed Thieu, instead of Xy, as their
cel : A% e olections last September,
In exchange, @@ Thieu promised that the nineexmige othez’ generals could name
t he future Cabinet and that Ky, chairman of the council, eould name the Prime
Finister. Ky's @i@@@» choice was Nguyen Van loc, who has just been dismissed.

When Thieu announced gdygoge he was changing the government, the generals
ailled o0 Sl had reperviilly Al L Noe VlE Kine B vesovel. Wi asmzat TR
tiégloc would remain in office. On Saturday, May 25, Vice President Ky flew to

Nha Trang with his wife to entertain students at the resort beach--and President Thieu
appeared on d@@ national Vietnamese television amnouncing he had replaced Loc with
Huong.

--Nore reuter
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Sources close to Thieu say that Ky and the other generals had been informed in
advance; «&@zn@» cources close to Ky say@ "that's a big lie by Thieu,” and consider
that Thieu has betf;ayizéd_/ them, 'Two days later, the nine generals, excluding Thieu,
met in Ky's office Aleft-wing of the Presidential Palace, and decided to "wait and see"
what should be done, Following Huong's visit to see Ky, later in the week, Ky
became the moderate element of the group and reportedly persuaded the others to support

Huong.

24 :
Although Thieu may have appointed a prestigious Prime Minister @& during the

past week, he has lost the confidence of his powerful generals, who seem clearly
to be watching the Paris  peace talks with one eye and the Wﬁ%ﬁéw of Communist

*a a s Wlth the other.

(Hank: I'm off to Danang and probably will not file the remainder of this veek)k
Regards Bev).
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