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(This is thet last of a three-part series on the multi-facted

war in South Vietnam, as Washington-Hanol peace talks begin)e

SATIGON, APRIL 12--Three different arrangements for bringing
peace to South Vietnam are now being privately discussed in Vietnemese
political circles heres

The three concepts have no repeat no official status in the eyes
of either the Vietnamese g government nor the American mission here. Nor,
is there any assurance any of them would be apceptuble to the Communist

: porhaps slice§ et
sides Yet, they may be important.sw~e » pef future official

e 2yt
o ;1 ; i
GRS

b

==more reuter



ZCZC 8Ag
yy lip

perce 2 (normass/decpe)

S [;ll three concepts represent only embryonic thinking of those

I+ is considered significant,

concerncd, This-alehc-ia-wiamne

however, that the Vietnémese political community here has begun discussing
in some detail and coherency a sort of peace settlement for the South——
whioh it nowef never did before President Jg Johnson's April 1 §
speech, 't
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"goigon politicions used %o pay lip service to negotiations

before and some advocated it," one source explained., "But, they never

truly thought the Americans would negotiate. They thousht the American

committment to the South was so great, their troops would never be

withdrawng they thought the American prestige was so tied to Vietnam,

they would never stop fighting until they had won the war,

"go the government leaders and politicians thought they had all the
|

time in h the world to line their pockets znd fight amofamong

themsclves. But, President Johnson's speesh pulled the political

rug out from under them and gave them an abrupt awakening, New they're

m &
starg starting to figure out peace proposals that will salvage as much

of South Vietnam and the anti-Communist self-interest as possible.™
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These political sources are quick to draw a clear line bEiass

of distinction between talking and negotiating. They view the Washington-

Hanoi communications as indicating only preliminary talks DS
related to the American bombing of the Norths Whether this actually
evolves into bargaining about peace in the South remains to be sceny
they saye.

The first peece proposal is voiced by Vietnamese politiclans

An o€
who eldlm“¥EVEIééﬂésad the metter with high-placed American officials

knowledgeable about developments on the peace front,
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Thod® sources il advocating this proposal detail it as

follows: The Americans will give the Vietnamese anti-Communists

wa last cﬁﬁhaohance" to prove themselves by stretching the peace

. Uanse

yearss During thsseuésur years, the Americons

IR R

would regroup their forces in certain enclaves after the ceasefirej

the Viein=mese government forces would continue to control their ) ~g
- ; }m‘&/"‘/

enclaves, and if possible expand them, and the Communists-€f?!er

since it is hard to distinguish

Southern Viet Cong or North Vielnamese,
The

'»n<

the difference at long range—-would Tregroup in their‘base areas.

ng%b‘ﬂorthern troops would be regrouped in gower base areas in the

South, not sent back North as was the case in 1954. whether the

American and Communist troops woulgmpe phased~out of the country,

these LUUE. Jeilo~
demobilized, or disarmed would be a matter of discussion.

===more reuter



ZezC sag
yy lip
pesce 6 (normass/deepe)

On the political side, within the South, the Vietnamese
government and the National ILiberation Front would discuss together the
formation of a new gcvernmant and 4 an election

M o ey 4 i /4&!
in the South would be heidfto ﬂﬁee approve that government, The

result would prob@hlé be a coalition of some sort, but if the anti-Communists

were successful in governing and goining support of the population, they

could gain the dominsnt voice. Then, this government in the South

ag well as the Communist govermment in the North would hold oTT2
Bl 44 el enttins ta fatemning Bhe wil waittéstion oF Tt Mdvis

Tis wo*ld follow the pattern laid down by the Geneva Conference of 1954,

but which was lﬁflater ignored.
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The second propesal, one of ssverﬁl "puffer® oconcepts, is
being adves: ted b sdvooated by 444 those Vietnamese sophisticotes from
snigon ond the Mekong Delta. It probably would be rejected by =ll sides
at a bergnining tnble, but it has some popular support in Sai gon because
it reflscts a deep~felt interpley of Vietnamese regiomalisme This
interpley relates to three divisions of Vietnam—not the two regions of
Nerth =nd South shown on today's mapse These m@.m‘m‘ are o=lled NHorth,
Centrsl eand Southerny the French followed this traditional Vietnmese
division in their administrstive system by earving out Tomkin (upper Herth
Vietnam), CéftEa  Annam (from the 18th parallel in the North nalf way
southw rds dowm %o the top half of South Vietnam) and Cochinchina (=1ightly

above Saigon southwards to the tip of the country)s
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In this case the Clegn Cochinchinese politicians would
willingly give up the northern half the republio, convert it into

a buffer which would form a neutralist gvvarnm&nt‘;g

0Ld - Lmperio-SRpePeP-—Rpellid S 00 LI 0Ny
their. socotlabebe podd bdtbde QoG K Sﬁrth Vietnsm would not be
chsnged or discussed. Then the Cochinpchina section, from Seigon
south, would meke their owm &rrangamé;tﬁ with the National Liberation

which is Southern-led and oriented, while

the Nerthern politiesl cadre would be regrouped elsevhere, Since
the Southerners, even in the Notional Liberation Front, have been

ruled by the Northerners and jACentral Vietn:mese for so long, éen .

all-Southern sllisnce could easily be worked—out. ~—Fee-important
: 3

economic factor here would be that the rice-rich Mekong Delta, long

considersd & chief objsotive of the Communiet drive in the South,

et

would remain in all-Southern hands, thﬁﬁ%%

huess
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This proposal does have enough circulation and cmf;n

Vietnam that informed sources say the anti-Communists living in Hue and

tHE~TFDer. Go0 tapne other }Lties north of Sa gon fear the CHY COOhlnchmese
would do mﬁﬁ!wiglt——andmiﬁgﬁﬂfthey are %01ng £\ abandoned —

v in Saigons

to the Communists by their own government CuEGEEERE

The third proposal, ancth@r variation of the buffer concept,

ceems to hove more chance of of being seriously comsidered. Iy is

also voiced by Vietnsmese who claim to have talked with the American

officialdome.

In this¢ case, one or two off of the southernmost provinces of
Horth Vietn , @bove the 1T7th parallel, plus the five northernmost
provinces south of the 17th porallel in the South would be formed to make

!

the buffer zcme, “"*-M.eh would be used ¢#¥ as a regrouping areaéfor all

troops—American, Korean, AGSTIUIL Austr: lian, as

by .
e
well as the, Jprth Vietn mes e.é. In tpis AR el Tt

#!44.

would control 3the physical withdrawal of all these militery forcessy

back to their h@es homelands, except for the Viet Conge This

buffer zone would be governed by the pro=French noTPEREUT - neutralist

circle of the old Imperial femily ond the pro~Buddhist politicians.
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This buffer zone would also be open to visits from

families on either side of the bounderies, mnorth or southe _North of

this buffer would remain Communist for at least three yoarsy sOUTH

in the southy however, @& transformation would take plices within

three years @ new governmont would be formed south of the bufferline,
baged on a general election of 21l Vﬁetn:maggmggh"the area, Theny
o . unify Vielna
after these three yeaTrs elections mould be held in all three

sones——3 in the northy the buffer zone and the southy

i

autonomous

=40 throe seporate countries ot the time would somehow

and e

be amelgemated into one at the ballot boxe

=end reuter
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