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SAIGON, DECEMBER l6~-Commmist sources indicate the Sl raliorme
oF the Viet Cong's sending Tran Buu Kiem o Paris to head their

delepation at the expanded peace talks xmam

-

significent for ‘f;m reasonsd

l, Te Vigt Cong~—oalled the National liberation Front——are
preparing on th:i:fado to shift the peese talks from preliminary
procedural questions to discussions m eubgtmwmbably the first
item on the sgonda boing the "de-foreignization" of the war in south
and the withdrawal of American, North Vietnamese and other "foreign"
troop se

2, Kiem 4is knowm as & very tough, hard-line Communist with
congidereble experience in seeret negotiationas A member of the
Communist Perty, the so-called foreign minister of the National Liberation
Front, Kiem patiently orgeniszed the Vjet Cong delegations who have

been traveling nbroad on diplomatic~propaganda missions for tiie’ past
monthse A member of the National Liberation Front's Presidium and
Gha‘riman of the Commigsion for External Relationg of the Central Committee,
Kiem once served as the resid '!;,?_v jbug unofficial Netiocnal Liberation Front

efforts that Prince Sihanouk has been fairly lendent in Hiw— et e n

towards Viet Cong use of Cambodia as ;x"é;mtuary and supply corridor.
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South Vietnamese government officisls ave predicting their largest
var-time budget——and budget deficit=in the ciEh¥ oight-yearf/history of
1d calendar yeor 1969=—which is also the Vietnomese

the ware For oalEET™3
fiscal yeoxr=-officials are estimating a war-time budget of 2130 billiom
piastres (le1 billion dollars) , aiif & & with more then ono third of that
3’?‘!?2950 billion plactres (420 millien dollars) as defiocit. To gain

more revenue, the govermment has beogun a multitude of awpa——-mm o:tﬂ e
vhioh heve sitt started o ohain reaction of economic omi’zﬁ:m m tha
Jurban populations Several wecks a@o, the government out a portion

of its mubsldy on imported ricey thus reising the price of imerican and

e’

Thai rice in the cities by as much as thirty per ocents It 1s the poorer
clasgses in the citics vhich had been ecating the imported riceg the vmm”?:&
homegrown Vietnamose rice being scarcer and more expensive. The government
action Im oreated a controversy both in the Vietnamese-langunge proas

a nd in the logislative assenbliecs=as a came at a time of traditional

"@;?f inerecases in the cost of living before the holidayn and. especilely

before tho Vietnamese mew year in & February, W Buainaaa eireles had
been predicting a hike in government taxes—-but, ~fearing hoarding and
speculation on essential commodities, the government denied 1969 taxes would

be inereasode Ina*ead, the govermnment warned commercial enterprisecs-—et
especinny foreign :t‘nr fime--to pay w wvorrobde taxes for 1967 and 1968,
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" wihich have yot to be collocteds ' e=gnd retuer
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